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1.	Introduction





At the first meeting of 3GPP TSG RAN (Sophia Antipolis, 7-8 December 1998) “it was agreed to set up an Ad Hoc Group to co-ordinate contributions to the ITU. Such contributions made by national administration to the ITU using normal channels” (see the report of the first TSG RAN meeting).





Due to lack of time, it was not possible to discuss in details the activity of the ITU Ad Hoc. Therefore, it is considered useful to discuss this topic at the first meeting of 3GPP TSG RAN ITU Ad Hoc and to submit the outcome of the discussion at the second TSG RAN plenary to be held in Dallas, 1-5 March 1999.


This contribution proposes some guidelines for the activity of the ITU Ad Hoc.








2.	Discussion





Article 3 of the ‘3GPP Working Procedures’ (Tdoc TSG#1(98)006) states that: “The results of the 3GPP work may form the basis of member contributions to the ITU in accordance with existing procedures. 3GPP shall take account of emerging ITU recommendations on interworking between IMT-2000 family members”. Furthermore, Article 51 states that: “3GPP results should be submitted to the ITU as appropriate. 3GPP will not contribute directly to the ITU. Formal contributions to ITU Study Groups shall be made by Individual Members who are also members of the ITU. 3GPP Technical Specifications and Technical Reports may be taken as the technical content  of such contributions.”


This implies that all contributions developed inside the ITU-Ad Hoc will be submitted to ITU by Individual Members. In order to ensure correct procedures, it should be assumed that all contributions developed by ITU Ad Hoc should be submitted to the TSG RAN plenary; if this is not possible due to time constraints, they should be circulated through the TSG RAN reflector. Furthermore, it might be very useful for the discussion in ITU to indicate that the above mentioned contributions, submitted via normal channels, were actually developed inside ITU Ad Hoc and therefore they reflect the current thinking of several parties. To clarify this, a footnote saying ‘This contribution was developed in 3GPP TSG RAN ITU Ad Hoc’ would be suitable. This approach was already undertaken in ETSI/SMG2 and it proved to work quite well.


Moreover, the above mentioned Articles of the ‘3GPP Working Procedures’ implies that all the technical discussion has to take place inside the relevant WGs which are responsible for the development of Technical Specificat
