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Discussion on Iu mode removal
1 Background
1.1 Status in other WGs

Currently SA2 and CT1 have agreed to remove GERAN Iu mode from Rel-12, and the related the LS and agreed CRs are listed as following.
LSs:
	C1-132352
	LS on GERAN Iu mode
	source CT1
	to GERAN, GERAN WG2

	CT1 would like to inform that it has made the decision that the functionality related to GERAN Iu mode under CT1 responsibility though still existing, it is not maintained or enhanced from Rel-12 by means of adding a disclaimer in the scope of the impacted specifications. Among other reasons since although GERAN Iu mode remains in GERAN specifications, it is not being maintained by GERAN and has not been considered when making updates / enhancements to GERAN A/Gb mode for some long time.

Additionally, CT1 has modified the MS Classmark 3 IE and the MS Radio Access Capability IE in order to remove the bits related to GERAN Iu mode. Hence, the support of GERAN Iu mode cannot be indicated any longer by the MS from Rel-12.


Approved CRs:
	S2‑132803
	Removal of GERAN Iu mode
The present document specifies functions, procedures and information which apply to GERAN Iu mode. However, functionality related to GERAN Iu mode is neither maintained nor enhanced since Rel-9.
	Huawei
	TEI12
	23.060

	C1-132351
	GERAN Iu Mode
The present document specifies functions, procedures and information which apply to GERAN Iu mode. However, functionality related to GERAN Iu mode is neither maintained nor enhanced.
	Huawei
	TEI12
	24.008

	C1-131726
	GERAN Iu Mode
	Huawei
	TEI12
	23.122

	C4-131443
	GERAN Iu Mode
The present document specifies functions, procedures and information which apply to GERAN Iu mode. However, functionality related to GERAN Iu mode is neither maintained nor enhanced.


	Huawei
	TEI12
	23.153

	C4-131444
	GERAN Iu Mode
	Huawei
	TEI12
	23.205

	C4-131445
	GERAN Iu Mode
	Huawei
	TEI12
	29.002

	C4-131446
	GERAN Iu Mode
	Huawei
	TEI12
	29.060

	C4-131447
	GERAN Iu Mode
	Huawei
	TEI12
	29.274

	C4-131448
	GERAN Iu Mode
	Huawei
	TEI12
	29.303

	C4-131450
	GERAN Iu Mode
	Huawei
	TEI12
	23.003


1.2 Status in GERAN

In 2009, GERAN approved a series of CRs to Remove P-channels from Rel-9, which also implies that GERAN Iu model will not be supported either since support of P-channels is mandatory for GERAN Iu mode. 
Approved CRs:
	GP-092238
CR 44.018-0819 Removal of mandatory support for P-channels by mobile stations in A/Gb mode (Rel-9)
1.8
Restrictions

Independently of what is stated elsewhere in this and other 3GPP specifications, mobile station support for PBCCH and PCCCH is optional for A/Gb-mode of operation. The network shall never enable PBCCH and PCCCH.

	GP-092239
CR 44.060-1323 Removal of mandatory support for P-channels by mobile stations in A/Gb mode (Rel-9)
Similar changes as above.

	GP-092346
CR 43.064-0083 Removal of mandatory support for P-channels by mobile stations in A/Gb mode (Rel-9)

Similar changes as above.

	GP-092347
CR 45.001-0066 Removal of mandatory support for P-channels by mobile stations in A/Gb mode (Rel-9)

Similar changes as above.

	GP-092348
CR 45.002-0142 Removal of mandatory support for P-channels by mobile stations in A/Gb mode (Rel-9)

Similar changes as above.

	GP-092349
CR 45.008-0423 Removal of mandatory support for P-channels by mobile stations in A/Gb mode (Rel-9)
Similar changes as above.


2 Removal of GERAN Iu mode 
Based on above information, specifications focusing on GERAN Iu mode should not be maintained anymore, and specifications which related to GERAN Iu mode should explicitly indicate the removal of GERAN Iu mode as a result of removal of P-Channel. Therefore it is proposed to 
· Stop updating TS 44.118 and 44.160 for consistency
· To add a new description as below in the Restriction section in TS44.018, 44.060, 43.064, 45.002, 45.008, 48.008, 48.018, 43.129, 43.051, and 43.055
Independently of what is stated elsewhere in this and other 3GPP specifications, mobile station support for Iu mode is optional but the network shall never enable Iu mode if PBCCH/PCCCH is not enabled.
· Remove GERAN Iu mode from Rel-12. As we know that P-channels are removed since Rel-9, it means Iu mode is not applicable since Rel-9 either. As to make necessary changes, it is proposed to add this new sentence from Rel-9 which is also in line with CT1/4 and SA2.

3 Conclusion
The sourcing company proposes to add explicit description to remove GERAN Iu mode from GERAN specifications.
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