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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 would like to thank 3GPP TSG RAN WG4 for providing their feedback on the issues raised in GP-121391.

3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 was also requested to provide their interpretation on points b), c) and d) listed in GP-130089/R4-130895, namely:
(b)
Clarification of how the GERAN specifications apply when only GSM/EDGE is operating in one band combined with other RATs in the other bands;

(c)
Mapping of bands on different antenna ports (multi-band operation);

(d)
Mapping of bands on different antenna ports (single-band operation).

It is 3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 interpretation that in all the above cases the GSM/EDGE single-RAT requirements specified in subclause 6.6.2.3 in 3GPP TS 37.104 shall apply.

The rationale behind the above interpretation relies on the following understanding of single-RAT operation definition in case of an MSR BS in 3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 view:
“single-RAT operation”: operation of a BS in an operating band with only one RAT configured in that operating band.
It is 3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 understanding that the definition above would apply in general in the MSR specification.

The implication for a BS capable of multi-band operation is that “single-RAT operation“ is defined per supported operating band and means only one RAT is configured in that supported operating band (regardless of which RAT(s) is (are) configured in the other supported operating band(s)).
The rationale behind the above suggested wording is that the performance for an MB-MSR BS in single-RAT operation should be equivalent to the legacy cases of single-band MSR BS and single-RAT BS. Otherwise, the applicability of the single-RAT operation requirements in a supported operating band would directly depend on which type(s) of RAT(s) is (are) actually configured in the other supported operating band(s) and would therefore be unpredictable; this situation is felt as being unfair from the Operators’ perspective in 3GPP TSG GERAN WG1.
3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 believes that the above definition applies to GSM/EDGE at least, the applicability of the above to UTRAN and E-UTRAN as well depending on the decision to be made by 3GPP TSG RAN WG4. At the same time, 3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 recognizes it would be advisable to specify the same behaviour for all the RATs if and whenever possible.
2. Actions:

To 3GPP TSG RAN WG4 group.

ACTION: 

3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 kindly asks 3GPP TSG RAN WG4 to take the above information, interpretation and understanding of “single-RAT operation” definition into consideration in their work on the Technical Specifications for (MB-)MSR in GSM/EDGE single-RAT operation and provide 3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 with their feedback on whether or not the same above definition would apply to UTRAN and E-UTRAN as well.

3. Date of Next TSG-GERAN WG1 Meetings:
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27th – 29th August, 2013

Sofia, Bulgaria.
3GPP TSG GERAN WG1 Meeting #60


19th – 21st November, 2013
Zhuhai, P.R. China.
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