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Optimizations for Delayed TBF Release
1.
Introduction

In [1] it is proposed that a BSS should be capable of performing TBF data analysis to the point of determining whether or not the Extended Uplink TBF or Delayed Downlink TBF Release features should be used for that TBF. To avoid unnecessary MS use of these features [1] further proposes that TBF establishment procedures be modified to allow a BSS to inform an MS of whether or not these features are to be used.
2.
Delayed Release of DL TBF

The BSS currently has the freedom to perform ongoing analysis of TBF utilization patterns (i.e. the specifications do not preclude BSS implementations from doing this) for a given MS and conclude that it may not be useful for that MS to make use of the Delayed Downlink TBF Release feature.  A BSS can therefore use the results of this analysis to determine whether or not this feature should be used at the point where the BSS exhausts its supply of downlink data for a given DL TBF (see Annex A).

· The network initiates the release of a downlink TBF by sending an RLC data block with the Final Block Indicator (FBI) set to the value '1' along with a valid RRBP field and starting timer T3191 for the TBF. 

· Upon receiving an RLC data block with FBI set to the value '1' along with a valid RRBP and determining it has received all RLC data blocks of the TBF, the MS shall send the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' in the reserved uplink radio block specified by the RRBP field.
· If the value of the timer T3192 (sent in system information) is different from 0 ms then the mobile station shall start or restart timer T3192 for the TBF. If the value of timer T3192 was set to 0 ms or T3192 expires the mobile station shall release the asssociated downlink TBF.

· Upon receiving a EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' the network shall stop timer T3191 for the TBF and start or restart timer T3193 for the TBF. When T3193 (greater than T3192) expires the network shall release the TBF.
· As such, an MS capable of Delayed Downlink TBF Release operation and having a downlink TBF for which there are no missing RLC data blocks will make use of this feature only if the BSS sends it an RLC data block with the FBI set to the value '0'.

· In other words, whether or not an MS actually makes use of the Delayed Downlink TBF Release feature is determined by what value the BSS indicates in FBI field of an RLC data block upon detecting it has no additional packet data to send for the corresponding given DL TBF.

3.
Extended UL TBF

The BSS currently has the freedom to perform ongoing analysis of TBF utilization patterns for a given MS and conclude that it may not be useful for that MS to make use of the Extended Uplink TBF feature. A BSS can therefore use the results of this analysis to determine whether or not this feature should be used at the point where it receives an RLC data block with CV = 0 from an MS and determines there is no missing packet data for that UL TBF (see Annex B). 
· If a BSS has determined it will not be useful for an MS to operate in Extended Uplink TBF mode for a given UL TBF, then upon detecting that the MS has no more uplink payload to send (CV = 0) and that there are no missing RLC data blocks for that UL TBF, the BSS initiates the release of that UL TBF by sending that MS a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message with the Final Ack Indicator set to ‘1’.
· If an MS receives a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message has the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' it responds by transmitting a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message and releasing the TBF.
· When the network receives the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the radio block indicated by the RRBP field, it may reuse the TFI and USF resources (i.e. the UL TBF is considered as released).
· As such, an MS capable of Extended Uplink TBF operation and having no additional packet data to send will make use of this feature only if the BSS sends it a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '0'.

· In other words, whether or not an MS actually makes use of the Extended Uplink TBF feature is determined by what value the BSS indicates in the Final Ack Indicator field of a PUAN upon detecting it has received all packet data for a given UL TBF.

4.
Conclusion
A BSS that is capable of performing TBF data analysis to the point of determining whether or not the Extended Uplink TBF or Delayed Downlink TBF Release features should be used can simply make use of this capability as follows:
· Upon detecting that an MS has no more uplink data for a given UL TBF the BSS can, based on TBF data analysis, decide whether to initiate the release of that UL TBF or allow the Extended UL TBF feature to be used. 
· Upon detecting that the supply of downlink data for a given DL TBF is exhausted the BSS can, based TBF data analysis, decide whether to initiate the release of that DL TBF or allow the Delayed Downlink TBF Release feature to be used.
As such, changing the way in which the BSS manages MS use of the Extended Uplink TBF and Delayed Downlink TBF Release features as proposed by [1] is not seen as necessary since the BSS is already allowed to effectively control the use of these features on a per TBF basis:

5.
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Annex A - Supporting Information 

9.3.1a
Delayed release of downlink Temporary Block Flow

When the network exhausts its supply of downlink data for a downlink TBF, it may release the TBF by using one of the procedures in sub-clause 9.3.2.6 or sub-clause 9.3.3.5. If a TBF is not instantly released, the network may continue the downlink TBF awaiting new data to be received from the upper layers. After a period of inactivity, the TBF shall be released at a point determined by the network, using one of the procedures in sub-clause 9.3.2.6, sub-clause 9.3.3.5 or sub-clause 8.1.2.8. Once the release of a downlink TBF is initiated, the TBF shall not be continued.

If the network continues a downlink TBF when the supply of downlink data is exhausted, the RLC entity on the network side shall insert filler information into the RLC data blocks that are transmitted to the mobile station. For a mobile station operating in A/Gb mode, this is achieved by the insertion of LLC UI Dummy commands (see 3GPP TS 44.064) into the TBF. For a mobile station operating in Iu mode, the network may directly transmit RLC data blocks with filler information by setting the LI field as described in sub-clauses 10.4.14 and 10.4.14a. The FBI bit in the RLC header shall be set to the value '0' unless the network releases the TBF, in which case the FBI bit shall be set to the value 1. 

If new data is received from the upper layers, the network stops sending filler information and resumes normal operation during RLC data block transfer.

RLC data blocks shall be sent to the mobile station as required to prevent the expiry of timer T3190 for each TBF, according to power control requirements, and as needed to poll the mobile station for the provision of PACCH uplink blocks.

NOTE:
Extensive delay of a downlink TBF release might impact badly on the mobile station power consumption and should be avoided. Inactivity periods should not be longer than necessary to keep the overall performance of GPRS services. Inactivity periods longer than 5 s should not be used.

T3190:
Wait for Valid Downlink Data Received from the Network

· This timer is used on the mobile station side to stop waiting for the valid data from the network side either following the initial Packet Downlink Assignment/MBMS Assignment or after some previous downlink RLC data block.

· Started at reception of a downlink assignment message an instance of T3190 is started for each TBF/MBMS radio bearer that has been assigned resources. It is also started for each downlink TBF allocated by the PS HANDOVER COMMAND message/DTM HANDOVER COMMAND message upon successful completion of the PS handover/DTM handover from Iu mode to A/Gb mode.
· Restarted on receipt of data on the TBF/MBMS radio bearer.

· On expiry of timer T3190, the mobile station shall abort the procedure and return to packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state. The mobile station in broadcast/multicast receive mode shall abort the procedure and remain in broadcast/multicast receive mode.

9.3.2.6
Release of downlink Temporary Block Flow

If EMST is used (see sub-clause 5.10), the network shall release a downlink TBF by releasing all the RLC entities allocated on that TBF. The downlink TBF is successfully released when the last RLC entity is released. The network shall perform the release of an RLC entity operating in RLC acknowledged mode as specified in the present sub-clause. The network shall perform the release of an RLC entity operating in RLC unacknowledged mode as specified in sub-clause 9.3.3.5.

The network initiates the release of a downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, the release of an RLC entity on the downlink TBF by sending an RLC data block with the Final Block Indicator (FBI) set to the value '1' and with a valid RRBP field. The RLC data block sent must have the highest BSN' (see sub-clause 9.3.1) of the downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, of the RLC entity. The network shall start timer T3191 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity. While timer T3191 is running for the TBF the network may retransmit the RLC data block with the FBI bit set to the value '1'. For each retransmission the timer T3191 is restarted.

In EGPRS TBF mode, if the final RLC data block is split for retransmission over two radio blocks (see sub-clause 9.3.2.1), the network shall set the FBI to the value '1' in each part of the retransmitted RLC data block.

If the mobile station receives an RLC data block (or, in EGPRS TBF mode, a part of a retransmitted RLC data block) with the FBI bit set the value '1' and with a valid RRBP field, the mobile station shall transmit a (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message in the specified uplink block. The mobile station shall continue to monitor all assigned PDCHs.

Whenever the mobile station receives an RLC data block (or, in EGPRS TBF mode, a part of a retransmitted RLC data block) with a valid RRBP and the mobile station has received all RLC data blocks of the TBF, the mobile station shall send the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' in the reserved uplink radio block specified by the RRBP field, stop the timer T3190 for the TBF. If EMST is used, the mobile station shall stop the timer T3190 only if the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' corresponds to the last remaining RLC entity on the TBF. If the value of the timer T3192 is different from 0 ms then the mobile station shall start or restart timer T3192 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity and continue to monitor all assigned downlink PDCHs. Otherwise, if the value of timer T3192 was set to 0 ms then the mobile station shall follow the same procedure as if the timer T3192 has expired.

In GPRS TBF mode, if the mobile station receives more than one RLC data block with the FBI set to '1', it shall accept the data from only the first one of these blocks.

If the network receives a (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity before its timer T3191 expires, and if retransmissions are required, then the network stops timer T3191 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity and retransmits necessary RLC data blocks according to the ARQ protocol before re-initiating the release of the downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, of the RLC entity. The FBI is set to '1' only if the RLC data block with the highest BSN' of the TBF, or if EMST is used, of the RLC entity is retransmitted. If no retransmission is required, the network shall stop timer T3191 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity and start or restart timer T3193 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, of the RLC entity. When T3193 expires the network shall release the TBF, or if EMST is used, the associated RLC entity.
If timer T3191 expires for the TBF, then the network shall release the TBF, or if EMST is used, the associated RLC entity.

If the network has received the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' and has new data to transmit for the mobile station that cannot be transmitted on any ongoing downlink TBF, the network may establish one or more new downlink TBF(s) for the mobile station by sending on PACCH the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message with the Control Ack bit set to '1' for each TBF. The network may send these downlink assignment messages using the PACCH of any ongoing TBF for the mobile station. In case the network establishes a new downlink TBF for the mobile station, or if EMST is used, reconfigures the ongoing TBF using the PACCH of a downlink TBF for which T3193 is running, the network shall stop that instance of timer T3193 and release that TBF, or if EMST is used, the associated RLC entity. The abnormal cases are described in sub-clause 8.1.2.4.1.

If the mobile station, after sending the PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' for a given TBF, receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message with the Control Ack bit set to '1' on the PACCH associated with this TBF while its timer T3192 is running, or if EMST is used, the timer T3192 associated with the RLC entity identified by the TFI included in the message is running, the mobile station shall stop this instance of timer T3192, consider this downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, the associated RLC entity released and act upon the new assignments.

When timer T3192 expires or its value was set to 0 ms, the mobile station shall release the asssociated downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, the associated RLC entity. If there are no other ongoing TBFs, the mobile station in packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state shall return to packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state; the mobile station in dual transfer mode respectively MAC-DTM state shall return to dedicated mode or MAC-Dedicated state. The DRX mode procedures shall be applied, as specified in sub-clause 5.5.1.5 and 3GPP TS 44.160. If there are one or more ongoing TBFs a mobile station shall remain in its current mode/state and can request additional uplink TBFs as follows:

-
It may send a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message using the PACCH if there is at least one ongoing uplink TBF as described in sub-clause 8.1.1.1.2.

-
It may include a Channel Request Description or the Extended Channel Request Description information element in the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message if there are no ongoing uplink TBFs and at least one ongoing downlink TBF as described in sub-clause 8.1.2.5.

9.3.3.5
Release of downlink Temporary Block Flow

If EMST is used (see sub-clause 5.10), the network shall release a downlink TBF by releasing all the RLC entities allocated on that TBF. The downlink TBF is successfully released when the last RLC entity is released. The network shall perform the release of an RLC entity operating in RLC unacknowledged mode as specified in the present sub-clause. The network shall perform the release of an RLC entity operating in RLC acknowledged mode as specified in sub-clause 9.3.2.6.

The network initiates the release of a downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, the release of an RLC entity on a downlink TBF by sending an RLC data block with the Final Block Indicator (FBI) set to the value '1' and with a valid RRBP field. The RLC data block sent must have the highest BSN' (see sub-clause 9.3.1) of the downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, of the RLC entity. The network shall start timer T3191 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity. The network may retransmit the last block with FBI set to the value '1' and with a valid RRBP field. For each retransmission for the TBF the timer T3191 is restarted.

For each RLC data block with the FBI bit set to '1' and with a valid RRBP field, the mobile station shall transmit the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the uplink block specified by the RRBP field. The mobile station shall continue to read the assigned downlink PDCHs until the block period pointed to by the RRBP. If the mobile station receives more than one RLC data block with the FBI bit set to '1' and with valid RRBP fields that point the same uplink block period, the mobile station shall transmit the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message only once. The mobile station shall then stop timer T3190 for the TBF. If EMST is used, the mobile station shall stop the timer T3190 only if the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' corresponds to the last remaining RLC entity on the TBF. If the value of timer T3192 is different from 0 ms then the mobile station shall start timer T3192 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity and continue to monitor all assigned downlink PDCHs. Otherwise, if the value of timer T3192 was set to 0 ms then the mobile station shall follow the procedure as if the timer T3192 has expired.

If the mobile station then receives a subsequent RLC data block with a valid RRBP and the FBI bit set to '1', the mobile station shall retransmit the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message and restart timer T3192 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the associated RLC entity.

In GPRS TBF mode, if the mobile station receives more than one RLC data block with the FBI set to '1' for the same RLC instance, it shall accept the data from only the first one of these blocks.

If the network receives the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity before timer T3191 expires, the network shall stop timer T3191 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the associated RLC entity and start or restart timer T3193 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity. When T3193 expires the network shall release the TBF, or if EMST is used, the associated RLC entity.

If timer T3191 expires for the TBF, the network shall release the TBF.

If the network has received the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message and has new data to transmit for the mobile station, the network may establish one or more new downlink TBF(s) for the mobile station by sending on PACCH the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message with the Control Ack bit set to '1' for each TBF. In case the network establishes a new downlink TBF for a mobile station that does not support multiple TBF procedures, or if EMST is used, reconfigures the ongoing TBF, the network shall stop timer T3193 for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the associated RLC entity.

If the mobile station, after sending the (EGRPS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message with the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' for a given TBF, receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message with the Control Ack bit set to '1' on the PACCH associated with this TBF while its timer T3192 is running, or if EMST is used, the timer T3192 associated with the RLC entity identified by the TFI included in the message is running, the mobile station shall stop this instance of timer T3192, consider this downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, the associated RLC entity released and act upon the new assignments.

When timer T3192 expires or its value was set to 0 ms then the mobile station shall release the related downlink TBF, or if EMST is used, the associated RLC entity. If there are no other ongoing TBF the mobile station in packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state shall enter packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state; the mobile station in dual transfer mode or MAC-DTM state shall return to dedicated mode or MAC-Dedicated state. The DRX mode procedures shall be applied as specified in sub-clause 5.5.1.5, 3GPP TS 44.160. If there are one or more ongoing TBFs a mobile station shall remain in its current mode/state and can request additional uplink TBFs as follows:

-
It may send a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message using the PACCH if there is at least one ongoing uplink TBF as described in sub-clause 8.1.1.1.2.

-
It may include a Channel Request Description or the Extended Channel Request Description information element in the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message if there are no ongoing uplink TBFs and at least one ongoing downlink TBF as described in sub-clause 8.1.2.5.

Annex B
9.3.1b
Extended uplink TBF mode

9.3.1b.1
Application

Network support of the extended uplink TBF mode shall be indicated by the NW_EXT_UTBF parameter that is broadcast on either BCCH or PBCCH, see sub-clause 12.24. A network which supports RLC non-persistent mode shall support extended uplink TBF mode. A network which supports Enhanced Flexible Timeslot Assignment, EFTA, shall support extended uplink TBF mode.

The mobile station shall support the extended uplink TBF mode. The extended uplink TBF mode is a part of the GERAN Feature Package 1. A mobile station indicating support of GERAN Feature Package 1 in the Mobile Station Classmark 3 IE, the MS Radio Access Capability IE and the MS Radio Access Capability 2 IE supports the extended uplink TBF mode (see 3GPP TS 24.008).

The RLC/MAC entity, which has received the indication that the peer supports the extended uplink TBF mode, shall operate an uplink TBF in the extended uplink TBF mode.

NOTE:
The network might not receive the radio access capabilities of the mobile station at one-phase packet access. In that case, the two entities may operate in different mode.

9.3.1b.2
Operation of uplink TBF in extended uplink TBF mode

In extended uplink TBF mode, an uplink TBF may be maintained during temporary inactive periods, where the mobile station has no RLC information to send.
During the temporary inactive periods, the mobile station may stop sending RLC data block, as defined in sub-clause 9.1.3. The network shall continue allocating the mobile station uplink radio blocks during the inactivity period, using the procedures defined in sub-clause 8.1.1 for each medium access mode. Uplink radio blocks shall be allocated as required allowing the mobile station to continue the transfer of RLC data blocks, when a new RLC data block becomes available.

When the mobile station is allocated an uplink radio block and there is no RLC data block ready to send for any TBF, the mobile station shall send an RLC/MAC control block in each uplink radio block allocated by the network, unless indicated otherwise. When the mobile station is allocated an uplink radio block, and there is no RLC/MAC block for data transfer to send for this TBF but, in case of multiple TBFs, there is an RLC/MAC block for data transfer to send for one or more other TBF(s) assigned on the same PDCH, the mobile station should send an RLC/MAC block for data transfer from one of these other TBF(s) in the allocated uplink radio block indicating the TFI of that other TBF in the RLC/MAC header of that RLC/MAC block. The priorities defined in sub-clause 8.1.1 for different kinds of RLC/MAC blocks apply. The network may allow, via the EXT_UTBF_NODATA parameter broadcast in GPRS Cell Options IE (see sub-clause 12.24), any mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode not to send any PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK message when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send. A mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode may refrain from sending PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK messages when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send only if so indicated by the EXT_UTBF_NODATA parameter.
During a period when the network does not receive any RLC data blocks from the mobile station, the network may periodically send a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message to the mobile station. When applicable, depending on the medium access mode, the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message shall be sent as required to prevent timer T3184 from expiring.

The network determines the release of an uplink TBF. The network releases an uplink TBF using the procedure in sub-clause 9.5 (A/Gb mode) or 3GPP TS 44.160 (Iu mode).

NOTE 1:
An uplink TBF may be released also by procedures defined in clause 8.

NOTE 2:
Extensive delay of an uplink TBF release whilst the mobile station does not send any RLC information might impact badly on the mobile station power consumption and should be avoided. Inactivity periods should not be longer than necessary to keep the overall performance of GPRS services. Inactivity periods longer than 5 s should not be allowed. If, however, the network has indicated that the mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode is not required to send PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK messages,as described above, and the mobile station makes use of this option, the impact on the mobile station power consumption will be less critical and longer inactivity periods than 5 seconds can be allowed.

NOTE 3:
Enhanched Flexible Timeslot Assignment, EFTA, is applicable only if the network has indicated that the mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode is not required to send PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK messages as described above.

9.5
Uplink TBF release in extended uplink TBF mode

In the extended uplink TBF mode (see sub-clause 9.3.1b), the network may initiate the release an uplink TBF by sending a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message with the Final Ack Indicator set to ‘1’. The network shall include a valid RRBP field in the RLC/MAC control block header and clear counter N3103 for the TBF. The network may use the TBF Est field in the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message to allow the mobile station to request the establishment of new TBF. The release of the uplink TBF, using this procedure, may be initiated at a point determined by the network.

In case EMST is used, the network shall release an uplink TBF by releasing all the RLC entities allocated on that uplink TBF. The uplink TBF is successfully released when the last RLC entity is released. The network shall perform the release of an RLC entity as specified in this sub-clause. 

If the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message has the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' and the following conditions are fulfilled: TBF Est field is set to '1'; the mobile station has new data to transmit; the mobile station has no other ongoing TBFs, or if EMST is used, no other active RLC entity, the mobile station shall release the uplink TBF and may request the establishment of a new TBF using one of the following procedures:

-
If Control Ack Type parameter in System Information indicates acknowledgement is access burst, the mobile station shall transmit the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message with the Ctrl Ack bits set to '00'. The mobile station shall start timer T3168 for the TBF request and continue to monitor the PDCH used for transmitting the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message. The mobile station shall stop timer T3168 for the TBF upon reception of the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message including Single Block Allocation structure assigning resources for the TBF or the PACKET ACCESS REJECT message rejecting the TBF request. The mobile station shall use the same procedures as are used for TBF establishment using two phase access described in sub-clause 7.1.3 starting from the point where the mobile station receives the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message including Single Block Allocation structure or the PACKET ACCESS REJECT message.

-
If Control Ack Type parameter in System Information indicates acknowledgement is RLC/MAC control block, the mobile station shall transmit the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message and start timer T3168 for the TBF request. The mobile station shall use the same procedures as are used for TBF establishment using two phase access described in sub-clause 7.1.3 starting from the point where the mobile station transmits the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message.

If the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message has the Final Ack Indicator bit set to '1' and the mobile station does not initiate the establishment of a new uplink TBF according to one of the procedures described above, the mobile station shall transmit the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message and release the TBF, or if EMST is used, the RLC entity. If there are no other ongoing TBFs, the mobile station in packet transfer mode shall return to packet idle mode; the mobile station in dual transfer mode shall return to dedicated mode. The DRX mode procedures shall be applied as specified in sub-clause 5.5.1.5. If there are one or more ongoing TBFs a mobile station shall remain in its current mode/state and can request additional uplink TBFs as follows:

-
It may send a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message using the PACCH if there is at least one ongoing uplink TBF as described in sub-clause 8.1.1.1.2.

-
It may include a Channel Request Description or the Extended Channel Request Description information element in the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message or EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK TYPE 2 message if there are no ongoing uplink TBFs and at least one ongoing downlink TBF as described in sub-clause 8.1.2.5.

When the network receives the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message or the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message in the radio block indicated by the RRBP field, it may reuse the TFI and USF resources. If EMST is used, the USF resources may be reused only if the TBF is released, i.e. the last RLC entity allocated on the uplink TBF is released.

When EMST is not used or when EMST is used and the last RLC entity is released, if the network receives the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message with Ctrl Ack bits set to '00' or the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message in the radio block indicated by the RRBP field and the network has set the TBF Est field to '1' in the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message, the network shall follow one of the following procedures:

-
In case the mobile station requested the establishment of new TBF with the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message, the network shall respond to the mobile station with the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message including Single Block Allocation structure or the PACKET ACCESS REJECT message on the same PDCH as the mobile station has sent the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message. TLLI shall be used to identify the mobile station. The network shall use the same procedures as are used for TBF establishment using two phase access described in sub-clause 7.1.3 starting from the point where the network transmits the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message including Single Block Allocation structure or the PACKET ACCESS REJECT message.

-
In case the mobile station requested the establishment of new TBF with the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message, the network shall use the same procedures as are used for TBF establishment using two phase access described in sub-clause 7.1.3 starting from the point where the network has received the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. TLLI shall be used to identify the mobile station. 

If the network does not receive the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message or the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message for the TBF, or if EMST is used, for the RLC entity in the radio block indicated by the RRBP field, it shall increment counter N3103 and retransmit the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message for the TBF, or if EMST is used, the RLC entity. When EMST is not used or when EMST is used and the last RLC entity is released, if counter N3103 exceeds its limit, the network shall stop scheduling new uplink resources for the TBF, stop sending the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message to the mobile station and start timer T3169 for the TBF.

When timer T3169 expires for the TBF, the network may reuse the TFI and USF resources. If EMST is used for the TBF, the USF resources may be reused only once the TBF is released, i.e. the last RLC entity allocated on the uplink TBF is released.

