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3GPP™ Work Item Description

For guidance, see 3GPP Working Procedures, article 39; and 3GPP TR 21.900.

Title * : GERAN Improvements for Machine-type Communications
Acronym * : GERANIMTC
Unique identifier *

1
3GPP Work Area *

	X
	Radio Access

	
	Core Network

	
	Services


2
Classification of WI and linked work items

2.0
Primary classification *

This work item is a … *

	X
	Study Item (go to 2.1)

	
	Feature (go to 2.2)

	
	Building Block (go to 2.3)

	
	Work Task (go to 2.4)


2.1
Study Item

	Related Work Item(s) (if any)

	Unique ID
	Title
	Nature of relationship

	31086
	Facilitating Machine to Machine Communication in GSM and UMTS (M2M)
	Stable See SP-050527, TR 22.868

	410031
	Service Requirements for Machine Type Communications
	SA1 requirements, stable since August 2009, TS 22.368

	410030
	Network Improvements for Machine-Type Communications
	SA work item started in September 2009 – see S2-095048 SA2#75

	450015
	RAN improvements for Machine-Type Communications  
	RAN study item started in Sep 2009 – see RP-090989 RAN#45


Go to §3.

2.2
Feature

	Related Study Item or Feature (if any) *

	Unique ID
	Title
	Nature of relationship

	
	
	


Go to §3.

2.3
Building Block

	Parent Feature (or Study Item)

	Unique ID
	Title
	TS

	
	
	


This work item is … *

	
	Stage 1 (go to 2.3.1)

	
	Stage 2 (go to 2.3.2)

	
	Stage 3 (go to 2.3.3)

	
	Test spec (go to 2.3.4)

	
	Other (go to 2.3.5)


2.3.1

Stage 1

	Source of external requirements (if any) *

	Organization
	Document
	Remarks

	
	
	


Go to §3.

2.3.2

Stage 2  *

	Corresponding stage 1 work item

	Unique ID
	Title
	TS

	
	
	


	Other source of stage 1 information

	TS or CR(s)
	Clause
	Remarks

	
	
	



If no identified source of stage 1 information, justify: * 

Go to §3.

2.3.3

Stage 3 *

	Corresponding stage 2 work item (if any)

	Unique ID
	Title
	TS

	
	
	


	Else, corresponding stage 1 work item

	Unique ID
	Title
	TS

	
	
	


	Other justification

	TS or CR(s)

Or external document
	Clause
	Remarks

	
	
	



If no identified source of stage 2 information, justify: * 

Go to §3.

2.3.4

Test spec *

	Related Work Item(s)

	Unique ID
	Title
	TS

	
	
	


Go to §3.

2.3.5

Other *

	Related Work Item(s)

	Unique ID
	Title
	Nature of relationship
	TS / TR

	
	
	
	


Go to §3.

2.4

Work task *

	Parent Building Block

	Unique ID
	Title
	TS

	
	
	


3
Justification *

3GPP TSG SA WG1 has created TS 22.368 to list Service requirements and optimisation categories for machine-type communications (MTC) in Release 10.  The TS is considered stable as of August 2009.

To fully support the SA1 service requirements and optimisation categories, and in order to improve efficiency in GERAN to handle MTC, it is necessary to study GERAN technical enhancements needed for supporting MTC.

Some examples for optimising GERAN for MTC devices are radio resource allocation methods for a large number of Machines in the same cell with low/no mobility, MTC device addressing formats, power saving mechanisms for several M2M application scenarios, flexible ultra-low duty cycle, low data usage (CS or PS) and extra link budget for weather/theft/vandalism proofing (e.g. heavily shielded antenna).  Another important issue is how the large number of MTC will influence the GERAN performance. 

The “Group based system optimisation category” identified in TS 22.368 indicates area of improvement in the ability of the system to efficiently serve MTC applications that relate to a group of MTC devices. MTC applications may involve the deployment of a group of MTC devices that are owned and operated by a single MTC customer and as such the MTC customer and the MNO may treat the group as a single entity (individual MTC devices are not visible from the network and no group optimisation is foreseen in such a case). Whenever any MTC device is visible from the network, it is anticipated that group paging issues and new group broadcast mechanisms as well as optimised access procedures are studied.
Most MTC devices are expected to require low data bandwidth and to be either of the Mobile Originated or Mobile Terminated type. This opens up opportunities to define a “Thin Modem” specification or a collection of modem types (e.g. broadcast only devices are MT only).
4
Objective *

· Study GERAN enhancements for GERAN to improve the support for MTC considering their specific requirements and optimisation categories identified by SA1 

· Study the bounds on the number of possible MTC devices that can be supported in a GERAN cell and possible impact on the RACH capacity, channel capacity, device addressing formats, etc.

· Study GERAN enhancements which enable or improve efficient use of RAN resources and/or which lower complexity when a large number of MTC devices are served.  Impacts of radio interference due to the large number of MTC devices in a cell shall be investigated.
· Evaluate possible network architectural changes to support Broadcast/Group Paging enhancements, low latency impacts and possible MO only or MT only devices.  Identify potential opportunities in specifying “Thin Modem” device types for MTC. 

· Investigate ultra low power MTC devices: prolonged period between transmission/reception, occasional active use, optimised for minimal data only applications with no mobility support, etc.

· Study ways to reduce signalling latency and minimise user plane data overhead 
· Study ways to provide prioritisation/deprioritisation of  MTC device communication in the RAN
· Study ways to distribute the loading (signalling and data) created by MTC device communication to avoid signalling/traffic spikes in the RAN
5
Service Aspects

None

6
MMI-Aspects

None

7
Charging Aspects

None

8
Security Aspects

None

9
Impacts *

	Affects:
	UICC apps
	ME
	AN
	CN
	Others

	Yes
	
	
	
	
	

	No
	
	
	
	
	

	Don’t know
	X
	x
	X
	X
	X


10
Expected Output and Time scale *

	New specifications *
[If Study Item, one TR is anticipated]

	Spec No.
	Title
	Prime rsp. WG
	2ndary rsp. WG(s)
	Presented for information at plenary#
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	TR XX.XXX
	TR on GERAN Improvements for Machine-type Communications
	GERAN WG2
	GERAN WG1
	GERAN#46
May 2010
	GERAN#47
Sept 2010
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Affected existing specifications *
[None in the case of Study Items]

	Spec No.
	CR
	Subject
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


11

Work item rapporteur(s) *

Paul Schliwa-Bertling (Telefon AB LM Ericsson)
12

Work item leadership *

Primary responsibility: 3GPP TSG GERAN WG2
Secondary responsibility: 3GPP TSG GERAN WG1
13

Supporting Individual Members *

	Supporting IM name

	China Mobile Comm Corp

	Deutsche Telekom AG

	Huawei Technologies Co.Ltd.

	LG Electronics Inc.

	Motorola Ltd.

	Research in Motion UK Ltd.

	Samsung Electronics Co.Ltd.

	ST-Ericsson SA

	Telecom Italia S.p.A.

	Telefon AB LM Ericsson

	Vodafone Group Plc

	ZTE Corporation

	


form change history:

v1.13.1: minor changes resulting from discussions at CT#41 & SA#41

v1.13.0: mods to enforce linkage amongst stages 1, 2, 3

draft mods Scarrone-Meredith 2008-07 ff

v1.12.1: removes revision marks following approval at SP-29
v1.12.0: includes provision for Study Items (SP-29)

v1.11.0: includes those changes from v1.8.0 agreed at SP-25.


v1.10.0: full circle

v1.9.0: a clean sheet

v1.8.0: includes comments from SA#24 

v1.7.0: includes comments from RAN, CN and T #24; also includes “early implementation” data

v1.6.0: includes comments made during review period prior to TSGs#24

v1.5.0: includes comments made at TSGs#23 (Phoenix)

v1.4.0: offered to SA#23 for approval

v1.3.0: offered to CN#23, RAN#23 and T#23 for comments

DRAFT4 v1.3.0: 2004-03-09: Incorporation of comments from Leaders list

DRAFT3 v1.3.0: 2004-02-19: Incorporation of comments from MCC members

DRAFT2 v1.3.0: 2004-01-29: Complete redraft:

v1.2.0: 2002-07-04: "USIM" box changed to "UICC apps"

2003-05-28: spelling of “rapporteur” corrected

2002-07-04: "USIM" box changed to "UICC apps"

