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1 Introduction
It has recently been discovered that the contents of INTER-RAT HANDOVER INFO included in the Source BSS to Target BSS Transparent Container during an inter-RAT PS handover from UTRAN to GERAN is not always completely correct. This concerns the value of the included START-PS parameter. The value of this parameter needs to be correct (i.e. same value as stored in the UE) in case a later handover back to UTRAN shall be possible. A solution to this problem must thus be found. It is, however, important that this solution is as backwards compatible as possible since PS handover exists since Rel-6. Especially, the solution should not cause nodes implemented according to today’s Rel-6 or Rel-7 specifications to fail when interworking with nodes implementing the new solution.
2 Discussion
Since the START-PS value included in the Source BSS to Target BSS Transparent Container when sent from UTRAN to GERAN can not always be trusted, RAN2 has, as indicated in their LS GP-09xxxx/R2-094038, decided (unfortunately without consulting TSG GERAN) to not mandate the inclusion of INTER-RAT HANDOVER INFO anymore in the Source BSS to Target BSS Transparent Container when sent from UTRAN to GERAN. This has, however, the disadvantage that a BSS implemented according to today’s Rel-6 or Rel-7 specifications, will fail its operation when interworking with an RNC that does not include INTER-RAT HANDOVER INFO. It is thus better to continue including INTER-RAT HANDOVER INFO in the transparent container. A not upgraded BSS will then still use this information, while an upgraded BSS will disregard it and use a different mechanism for acquiring the INTER-RAT HANDOVER INFO. In this way, the failure rate due to erroneous START-PS values for not upgraded nodes would not change compared to today.
3 Conclusion

It is proposed to send an LS to RAN2 informing them that inclusion of INTER-RAT HANDOVER INFO in the Source BSS to Target BSS Transparent Container when sent from UTRAN to GERAN during an inter-RAT PS handover shall be kept mandatory.
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