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Introduction of EMST in Rel-8
Enhanced Multiplexing for Single TBF (EMST) feature has been discussed for many months now within TSG GERAN and TSG GERAN WG2. TSG GERAN#40 in November 2008 agreed to specify this feature and endorsed a corresponding set of detailed working assumptions defining this new behaviour. At that time a corresponding set of CRs were available which were later revised in TSG GERAN WG2#40bis to take these working assumptions into account. At this point there are still some outstanding technical issues but they are all expected to be fully resolved during this week’s GERAN#41 meeting.
The sourcing companies understand the endorsement of this feature by TSG GERAN is a further confirmation by the GERAN community of the need to enable some of the gains originally obtained by the MTBF feature albeit with limited flexibility but with significantly reduced complexity for terminals. Indeed the complexity of the MTBF feature for terminal manufacturers is believed to be one potential reason that contributed to its lack of deployment to date. 

Given the maturity and common understanding of the benefits of the proposed EMST feature, the sourcing companies recommend that it be included as a Rel-8 feature despite Rel-8 being functionally frozen since December 2008. While TSG GERAN plenaries are shifted vs. other plenaries, it is the opinion of the sourcing companies that approval in this TSG GERAN#41 meeting of the EMST CRs for Release 8 (TEI-8) has no impact to the overall Rel-8 schedule and workplan. 
Hence, the sourcing companies would like to recommend the approval by TSG GERAN of including EMST as a Rel-8 feature, under the condition that the corresponding CRs are approved in this TSG GERAN#41 meeting.


