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5.7.2
Execution Phase Failure Scenarios

5.7.2.1
Execution phase failures on the Um interface

· Initial Access Failure in the Target Cell during PS handover:
-
In case of initial access failure in the target cell, the MS is allowed to revert to the old cell. As is defined currently in 3GPP TS 44.060 [7], the MS shall return to the old cell and send a Packet Cell Change Failure message with the appropriate cause. If the MS was involved in simultaneous uplink and downlink packet transfer mode (or MAC-shared state) before the attempted handover it will, when going back to the old cell, send a Packet Cell Change Failure message and continue its uplink transfer. The source BSS will inform the old SGSN about this failure and consequently the old SGSN will inform the new SGSN about this failure, upon which the new SGSN will release the allocated resources and clear out any information and buffers related to this MS.

· Synchronization Failure in the Target Cell:
-
This failure may occur during the ongoing PS Handover procedure due to MS failure to acquire time alignment information (for the unsynchronised network case). In this case the MS goes back to the old cell as described above.

-
The signalling flow for this procedure is depicted in figure 21.
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Figure 21: Initial target cell access failure; Inter-SGSN case
5.7.2.2
Execution phase failures on the Gb interface

· Generic Causes:
-
Generic causes for the Gb interface failures are defined in 3GPP TS 48.018 [10]. The same cause values are applicable to the PS handover procedure.

5.7.2.3
Execution phase failures on the Gn interface

· Update PDP Context failure:
-
As specified in 3GPP TS 29.060 [11] if the new SGSN receives an Update PDP Context Response message from the GGSN with a cause value other than 'Request accepted', it shall abort the update of the PDP context.Such a PDP context may be modified or deactivated by the new SGSN via explicit SM procedures upon the completion of the routing area update (RAU) procedure. .
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