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3GPP practice (21.900) require that all active Releases of Technical Specifications and Technical Reports be maintained, and that any important errors be corrected in all Releases in which they occur.  Further, it is sometimes necessary to introduce so-called "Release-independent" functionality – e.g. new frequency bands -, which in principle should result in changes to specifications (either by incorporation of CRs or introduction of completely new TSs) of all active Releases.

However, the TSGs have been reluctant to apply these sort of changes further back than was deemed necessary to ensure that any new equipment appearing on the market would conform.  In practice, this has meant that very few changes have been done to (second-generation) systems prior to R99 for some considerable time.  The inescapable consequence is that these old Releases are no longer truly up to date.

Recognizing that it is most unlikely that any equipment is still being supplied conforming to very early Releases, and that no networks are operating to the specifications of those Releases, MCC proposes to formally "close" (for definition of this term, see 21.900) the sets of specifications pertaining to GSM Phase 2 and GSM Phase 2+ R96.  It will be recalled that the GSM Phase 1 specifications were closed many years ago (in fact, prior to the creation of 3GPP).  No maintenance of any sort is performed on specifications of "closed" Releases, but of course those specifications remain available in the archive on the 3GPP file server in perpetuity.
The TSGs are invited to agree to this proposal.

When deemed appropriate, MCC will bring further proposals to close R97 and R98, but perhaps this is just a little premature at present.

