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1. Overall Description:

The Network Selection Principles work in SA1 has highlighted a major area for improvement that will require study by other 3GPP groups. This concerns the time taken to select a useable network particularly in the cases of roaming, return from roaming and return from loss of coverage.

Currently, it is considered that, in many cases, the time taken for a preferred PLMN to be selected is too long for a good customer experience. This is caused by the need to do full band-scans of all the available radio access technologies to identify the preferred PLMN where the RPLMN or HPLMN are no longer available. As additional radio technologies are introduced, the time to select the preferred PLMN will take even longer. SA1 believes that this will not be acceptable to users.

SA1 have considered allowing the selection of non-preferred PLMNs in order to speed up the selection process, however, it was agreed that the benefit of such an approach was likely to give only a marginal improvement. SA1 therefore requests that a study be initiated into possible new mechanisms to reduce the time taken to search for the preferred PLMN in all cases.

2. Actions:

To: RAN2, GERAN1, CT1

ACTION: 
SA1 asks RAN2, GERAN1 and CT1 to study how the PLMN search time can be improved, particularly in a multi-radio access technology environment. It is expected that any changes would be specified for Rel-8 at the earliest.

3. Date of Next SA1 Meetings:

SA1 #32 
24th – 28th April 2006 
Shanghai, China.

SA1 #33
26th – 30th June 2006 
Lisbon, Portugal.

