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	Reason for change:
(

	 BVC-RESET Procedure as described in TS 48.018 

In TS48.018  rel. 5, the functinality changes are required for the BVC-RESET procedure as described below: 

When the BVC-RESET procedure is started, alongwith initialization of GPRS BVC related contexts , MS context (TLLI context) for that BVC should be deleted.

Consider a case when there is a system failure in the SGSN or BSS that affects GPRS BVC related functionality. Let’s take a case and  analyze it point by point

1. Say  SGSN goes down.or there is a failure at SGSN. Thus when SGSN comes up again, it sends BVC-RESET PDU to BSS. Now according to the latest specification in Rel-5  in TS 48.018, there is no reference for the handling of TLLI contexts. Since the TLLI concept is  separate from the BVC  . So, there should be an expicit explanation about handling of TLLI contexts on reception of  BVC-RESET PDU. Thus , there is an ambiguity in the statement “initialization of GPRS BVC related contexts”. The reason being , BVC related contexts can be meant only pertaining to BVC as an entity or they can be meant pertaining  to all the contexts corresponding to a BVCI including the BVC entity.  Further explanation can be found below.

2. After the failure if SGSN comes up ,  and  assign same TLLI to a different MS (in ATTACH- Procedure) with PTP BVCI (say BVCI X) which is in the same routing area with respect  to the BVCI (say BVCI Y) for which the same TLLI is inserted at BSS in the UP LINK direction before the failure at SGSN. 

3. Now, a BVC-RESET PDU from SGSN will get acknowledged from BSS through BVC-RESET-ACK PDU.  This shows that BSS and SGSN are now in synchronization with each other.

4. If we don’t delete the TLLI contexts at BSS on the reception of BVC-RESET PDU, then the entry of the TLLI will remain at BSS . So the association of TLLI with BVCI Y still persists at BSSGP BSS while the association has been already changed at  SGSN side.

5. Thus there will be an inconsistency across BSS and SGSN even after successful BVC-RESET procedure. 

 The aforesaid is also applicable when BSS is the initiator of the BVC-RESET procedure.

Thus in both the cases , upon receiving or while sending BVC- RESET PDU,  BSS/SGSN shall delete all the MS contexts and initialize BVC contexts.

Also if the deletion of MS contexts was not done, then whenever the MS with the TLLI say T and BVCI say X  sends UL-UNITDATA , the  T’s contexts is not moved from BVCI Y to X. So, the association of BVCI and  T will not be consistent across BSS and SGSN.

The deletion of MS contexts is required in BVC-RESET procedure as the new MS for which the TLLI has been assigned by the SGSN can anytime send UL-UNITDATA and get itself  registered with the BSS .
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8.4
BVC-RESET procedure

The purpose of the BVC-RESET procedure is to synchronise the initialisation of GPRS BVC related contexts at a BSS and SGSN. This enables the BSS and SGSN to begin communication in known states. A BVC-RESET procedure is performed because of recovery procedures related to:

-
a system failure in the SGSN or BSS that affects GPRS BVC functionality (e.g. processor recovery);

-
an underlying network service system failure; or

-
a change in the transmission capability of the underlying network service, where the "change" is from zero kbps to greater-than-zero kbps;

-
a change in mapping between the BVCI and cell identifier.

The BSS may also send BVC-RESET as a means to create the initial mapping between BVCIs and cell identifications.

After any of the possible events stated above, the status of the affected BVCs may be inconsistent at the SGSN and the BSS. After performing the BVC Reset procedure all affected BVCs are assumed to be unblocked at the SGSN. Additionally all the TLLIs  and their contexts shall be deleted for the affected BVCs. The reset procedure forces a consistent state upon SGSN and BSS by requiring that after the completion of the BVC-Reset procedure the BSS initiates the block procedure for all affected BVCs that are marked as blocked at the BSS.

Before a BSS (or SGSN) sends a BVC-RESET PDU, the operational status of the associated network service shall be obtained by the BSS (or SGSN).

If the associated network service is operational, the BSS (or SGSN) shall send a BVC-RESET PDU to its peer entity and start timer T2. The BSS (or SGSN) may receive BVC related signalling and UNITDATA PDUs before the procedure is acknowledged, but shall not transmit PDUs.

If the associated network service is not operational, the BVC-RESET procedure is postponed until internal periodic status checks indicate that it is operational.

The BVC-RESET PDU contains:

-
the BVCI of the reset BVC;

-
a cause element indicating the reason for reset;

-
the cell identifier, when the reset is for a PTP BVC and BSS is initiator of the reset;

-
feature bitmap, when the reset is for a signalling BVC.

After the SGSN (or BSS) has initialised all affected GPRS related contexts and deleted all the TLLI contexts for a BVCI, a BVC-RESET-ACK PDU is returned.

The BVC-RESET-ACK PDU contains:

-
the BVCI of the reset BVC;

-
the cell identifier, when the reset is for a PTP BVC and SGSN is initiator of the reset.

Upon reception by a BSS (or SGSN) of the BVC-RESET-ACK PDU the timer T2 is stopped.

8.4.1
Signalling BVC

After any failure affecting the NSE, the party (BSS or SGSN) where the failure resided shall reset the signalling BVC.  When a BVC-RESET PDU is  sent  or received from peer , all the TLLIs and their contexts corresponding to signalling BVCI shall be deleted. After sending or receiving a BVC-RESET PDU for the signalling BVC, the BSS shall stop all traffic and initiate the BVC-RESET procedure for all BVCs corresponding to PTP functional entities of the underlying network service entity. The BSS must complete the BVC-RESET procedure for signalling BVC before starting PTP BVC-RESET procedures.

The Feature bitmap is sent to identify the optional features that can be supported by the network service entity. After completion of the signalling BVC-RESET procedure both entities shall locally determine the common set of optional features supported by both NSEs. This is done by performing the bit AND operation of the received Feature bitmap with its own Feature bitmap.

If the Feature bitmap IE is missing in a signalling BVC-RESET or BVC-RESET-ACK PDU or if the result of the AND operation is '0' then no optional features are activated.

After sending or receiving a BVC-RESET PDU for the signalling BVC, the SGSN shall stop all traffic in the PTP BVCs of the corresponding NSE.

8.4.2
PTP BVC

After any failure affecting only part of the BVC functionality not including the signalling BVC the party where the failure resided shall reset only the affected BVCs.

If the BSS was the initiator of the BVC-RESET procedure, the BSS may initiate the blocking procedure upon receipt of a BVC-RESET-ACK PDU. The BSS shall delete all the TLLIs and their contexts corresponding to the PTP BVCI before sending the BVC-RESET PDU. If the SGSN was the initiator of the BVC-RESET procedure while the affected BVC is marked as blocked at the BSS side, the BSS shall initiate the BVC-Blocking procedure after having returned the BVC‑RESET-ACK PDU to the SGSN.

Upon reception of a BVC-RESET PDU, the SGSN (or BSS) shall discard UNITDATA PDUs addressed to the reset BVC.

After reset of a PTP BVC, UNITDATA PDUs addressed to the BVC may then be received and transmitted, unless it is blocked.

8.4.3
Abnormal Conditions

The following statements are valid for both signalling and PTP BVC.

If a BSS (or SGSN) sends a BVC-RESET PDU to an SGSN (or BSS) and the BVC-RESET-ACK PDU is not returned within a period T2, the BVC-RESET procedure shall be repeated a maximum of BVC-RESET-RETRIES attempts. After BVC-RESET-RETRIES attempts the procedure is stopped and the O&M system is informed. In case of PTP BVC, the status of all affected BVCs at the BSS (or SGSN) shall be blocked as a consequence.

If the BSS receives a BVC-RESET PDU for a BVCI which is unknown in the BSS, then the BSS shall return a STATUS PDU towards the SGSN including the BVCI and the cause value 'BVCI unknown'.

If the BSS (or SGSN) has sent a BVC-RESET PDU for a BVCI to the SGSN (or BSS) and is awaiting a BVC-RESET-ACK PDU in response, but instead receives a BVC-RESET PDU indicating the same BVCI, then this shall be interpreted as a BVC-RESET ACK PDU and the T2 timer shall be stopped.

The BVC_RESET for signalling BVC overrides all pending procedures for PTP BVC, i.e. other pending procedures are stopped and corresponding running timers are stopped.

If the BSS (or SGSN) receives an unexpected BVC-RESET ACK PDU, this shall be ignored.

If the BSS has sent a BVC-UNBLOCK PDU and receives a BVC-RESET PDU before the BVC-UNBLOCK-ACK PDU has been received from the SGSN, then the BSS shall consider the corresponding BVC marked as unblocked.

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the specification number in this box. For example, 04.08 or 31.102. Do not prefix the number with anything . i.e. do not use "TS", "GSM" or "3GPP" etc.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the CR number here. This number is allocated by the 3GPP support team.  It consists of at least three digits, padded with leading zeros if necessary.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the revision number of the CR here. If it is the first version, use a "-".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the version of the specification here. This number is the version of the specification to which the CR will be applied if it is approved. Make sure that the latest version of the specification (of the relevant release) is used when creating the CR. If unsure what the latest version is, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/3G_Specs/3G_Specs.htm" �� � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/specs/specs.htm" ��http://www.3gpp.org/specs/specs.htm�.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� For help on how to fill out a field, place the mouse pointer over the special symbol closest to the field in question.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Mark one or more of the boxes with an X.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� SIM / USIM / ISIM applications.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a concise description of the subject matter of the CR. It should be no longer than one line.  Do not use redundant information such as "Change Request number xxx to 3GPP TS xx.xxx".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the source of the CR. This is either (a) one or several companies or, (b) if a (sub)working group has already reviewed and agreed the CR, then list the group as the source.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the acronym for the work item which is applicable to the change. This field is mandatory for category F, B & C CRs for release 4 and later. A list of work item acronyms can be found in the 3GPP work plan. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/information/work_plan/" ��http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/information/work_plan/� .�The list is also included in a MS Excel file included in the zip file containing the CR cover sheet template.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the date on which the CR was last revised.  Format to be interpretable by English version of MS Windows ® applications, e.g. 19/02/2002.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single letter corresponding to the most appropriate category listed below. For more detailed help on interpreting these categories, see the Technical Report � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/archive/21_series/21.900/" ��21.900� "TSG working methods".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single release code from the list below.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which explains why the change is necessary.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which describes the most important components of the change. i.e. How the change is made.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter here the consequences if this CR was to be rejected. It is necessary to complete this section only if the CR is of category "F" (i.e. correction).


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the number of each clause which contains changes.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Tick "yes" box if any other specifications are affected by this change.  Else tick "no".  You MUST fill in one or the other.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� List here the specifications which are affected or the CRs which are linked.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter any other information which may be needed by the group being requested to approve the CR. This could include special conditions for it's approval which are not listed anywhere else above.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� This is an example of pop-up text.





CR page 2

