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GERAN2 thanks GERAN3 for the LS. 

It is the opinion of GERAN2 that the network shall not force a one phase access when an MS has requested two phase access. This is because the Channel Request, Packet Channel Request, and the EGPRS Packet Channel Request messages do not contain an indication of the RLC mode for the data for which the uplink TBF is requested. 

Considering also that the MS is always allowed to request two phase access, and in some cases even mandated to do so also for data in RLC acknowledged mode, forcing a one phase access could lead to problems, such as :

· MS and network operating in different RLC modes for the uplink TBF

· MS may be stuck in GPRS TBF mode even though both the MS and the network are supporting EGPRS (and EGPRS resources would be available in the network).

GERAN2 agrees that 3GPP TS 44.060 is not entirely clear on this issue. Therefore, GERAN2 will issue a clarifying CR to 44.060 to remove this ambiguity.
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