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Split of the Work Item for “Support of Conversational Services in A/Gb mode via the PS domain”

1
Background
The current work item for support of conversational services in A/Gb mode (SCSAGB) embeds PS Handover as well as the actual support for conversational services e.g. dedicated channels in GPRS. PS Handover must be completed before the remainder of the work may start. It is also acknowledged that while PS handover is an enabler of conversational services, it is beneficial for all types of PS services. 

2
Proposal
The proposal is to specify the PS Handover as a stand-alone feature, decoupled from conversational services in A/Gb mode.

To achieve this, the SCSAGB work item should be split into two work items. i.e. one for PS Handover and one for the actual support for conversational services (requires PS Handover to be defined first).

It should be possible to have PS Handover completed by June'05 and thus included in Rel-6 (though after Rel-6 completion date). The latter work item would only be able to start once PS Handover is completed.
SCSAGB, consists currently of the following building blocks:

*
(1) Stage 2 (SCSAGB-Stage2)
GP-030445

*
(2) Radio Channel Support (SCSAGB-RCS)
GP-030446

*
(3) Definition of radio resource management functionality (SCSAGB-RRM)
GP-030447

*
(4) PS Handover (SCSAGB-PSH)
GP-030448

*
(5) Modifications to FLO (SCSAGB-FLO)
GP-030449

The idea would then be to have two work items as follows (numbers in brackets correspond to the building blocks above):

PSHO:

*
(1)

*
(3) - for PS HO

*
(4)

SCSAGB2:

*
(2)

*
(3) - remainder

*
(5)

3
Conclusion

Given the reasoning presented in this paper, it is proposed to define PS Handover as a stand-alone feature, independent of the support of PS conversational services in A/Gb mode (e.g. dedicated channels in GPRS). This feature could be completed in time for inclusion in Rel-6.

If there is sufficient support for this proposal, the required new Work Item Descriptions will be produced.
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