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8.1.1.1
Dynamic allocation uplink RLC data block transfer

This sub-clause specifies mobile station behaviour for dynamic allocation uplink RLC data block transfer while in packet transfer mode, MAC-Shared State, dual transfer mode or MAC-DTM state.

When the mobile station receives an uplink assignment  (e.g. PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE) that does not contain a TBF starting time, the mobile station shall begin monitoring the assigned PDCHs for the assigned USF value for each assigned PDCH within the reaction time defined in 3GPP TS 45.010. If a TBF starting time information element is present and no uplink TBFs are in progress, but one or more downlink TBFs are in progress, the mobile station shall wait until the starting time before beginning to monitor the USFs and using the newly assigned uplink TBF parameters. While waiting for the starting time, the mobile station shall monitor the assigned PDCHs. If a TBF starting time information element is present and one or more uplink TBFs are already in progress, the mobile station shall continue to use the assigned parameters of the ongoing uplink TBFs until the TDMA frame number indicated by the TBF starting time occurs, at which time the mobile station shall immediately begin to use the newly assigned uplink TBF parameters. The mobile station shall continue to use the newly assigned parameters of each uplink TBF until the TBF is either released or reconfigured. If while waiting for the frame number indicated by the TBF starting time the mobile station receives another uplink assignment, the mobile station shall act upon the most recently received uplink assignment and shall ignore the previous uplink assignment.

If a mobile station has requested multiple uplink TBFs in a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message the network may allocate resources for these TBFs by sending one or more uplink assignment messages in response (see sub-clause 8.1.1.1.2). The mobile station shall act upon each successive uplink assignment message as it is received. 

Whenever the mobile station detects an assigned USF value on an assigned PDCH, the mobile station shall transmit either a single RLC/MAC block or a sequence of four RLC/MAC blocks on the same PDCH for that TBF except if that TBF is running in extended uplink TBF mode, in which case the mobile station may transmit RLC/MAC block(s) for other TBFs assigned on the same PDCH (see sub-clause 9.3.1b.2). The time relation between an uplink block, which the mobile station shall use for transmission, and the occurrence of the USF value is defined in 3GPP TS 45.002. The number of RLC/MAC blocks to transmit is controlled by the USF_GRANULARITY parameter characterising the uplink TBF.

When the mobile station transmits an RLC/MAC block to the network, it shall start timer T3180 for the uplink TBF on which the block was sent. When the mobile station detects an assigned USF value on an assigned PDCH for that TBF, the mobile station shall restart timer T3180. If any given timer T3180 expires, the mobile station shall perform an abnormal release with access retry (see sub-clause 8.7.2 (A/Gb mode) or 3GPP TS 44.160 (Iu mode). 
Whenever the network receives a valid RLC/MAC block for any given TBF, it shall reset counter N3101 for that TBF. The network shall increment counter N3101 for each radio block, allocated to that TBF, for which no data is received. If N3101 = N3101max, the network shall stop the scheduling of RLC/MAC blocks for that TBF and start timer T3169. When T3169 expires, the network may reuse the USF and TFI allocated to that TBF.

**** NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****

9.3.1b.2
Operation of uplink TBF in extended uplink TBF mode

In extended uplink TBF mode, an uplink TBF may be maintained during temporary inactive periods, where the mobile station has no RLC information to send.

During the temporary inactive periods, the mobile station may stop sending RLC data block, as defined in sub-clause 9.1.3. The network shall continue allocating the mobile station uplink radio blocks during the inactivity period, using the procedures defined in sub-clause 8.1.1 for each medium access mode. Uplink radio blocks shall be allocated as required allowing the mobile station to continue the transfer of RLC data blocks, when a new RLC data block becomes available.

When the mobile station is allocated an uplink radio block and there is no RLC data block ready to send for any TBF, the mobile station shall send an RLC/MAC control block in each uplink radio block allocated by the network, unless indicated otherwise. When the mobile station is allocated an uplink radio block, and there is no RLC/MAC block for data transfer to send for this TBF but, in case of multiple TBFs, there is an RLC/MAC block for data transfer to send for one or more other TBF(s) assigned on the same PDCH, the mobile station should send an RLC/MAC block for data transfer from one of these other TBF(s) in the allocated uplink radio block indicating the TFI of that other TBF in the RLC/MAC header of that RLC/MAC block. The priorities defined in sub-clause 8.1.1 for different kinds of RLC/MAC blocks apply. The network may allow, via the EXT_UTBF_NODATA parameter broadcast in GPRS Cell Options IE (see sub-clause 12.24), any mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode not to send any PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK message when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send. A mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode may refrain from sending PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK messages when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send only if so indicated by the EXT_UTBF_NODATA parameter.

During a period when the network does not receive any RLC data blocks from the mobile station, the network may periodically send a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message to the mobile station. When applicable, depending on the medium access mode, the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message shall be sent as required to prevent timer T3184 from expiring.

The network determines the release of an uplink TBF. The network releases an uplink TBF using the procedure in sub-clause 9.5 (A/Gb mode) or 3GPP TS 44.160).

NOTE 1:
An uplink TBF may be released also by procedures defined in clause 8.

NOTE 2:
Extensive delay of an uplink TBF release whilst the mobile station does not send any RLC information might impact badly on the mobile station power consumption and should be avoided. Inactivity periods should not be longer than necessary to keep the overall performance of GPRS services. Inactivity periods longer than 5 s should not be allowed. If, however, the network has indicated that the mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode is not required to send PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK messages,as described above, and the mobile station makes use of this option, the impact on the mobile station power consumption will be less critical and longer inactivity periods than 5 seconds can be allowed.

**** NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****

13.4
Counters on the Network side

N3101:
When the network after setting USF for a given TBF, receives a valid data block of this TBF from the mobile station in a block assigned for this USF, it will reset counter N3101. The network will increment counter N3101 for each USF for which no data is received for this TBF. N3101max shall be greater than 8. If N3101 = N3101max, the network shall stop the scheduling of RLC/MAC blocks from the mobile station for this USF and start timer T3169.


During extended uplink TBF mode, counter N3101 shall not be incremented if the network does not require a mobile station to send PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK messages when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send for this TBF in uplink radio blocks allocated by the network (see sub-clause 9.3.1b.2).

N3103:
N3103 is reset when transmitting the final PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message within a TBF (final ack indicator set to 1). If the network does not receive the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the scheduled block for this TBF, it shall increment counter N3103 and retransmit the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message. If counter N3103 exceeds its limit, the network shall start timer T3169.

N3105:
When the network after sending a RRBP field in the downlink RLC data block or in Iu mode also RLC/MAC control block, receives a valid RLC/MAC control message from the mobile station, it will reset counter N3105. The network will increment counter N3105 for each allocated data block for which no RLC/MAC control message is received for this TBF. The value of N3105max is network dependent.

N3107
N3107 is used in Iu mode on the network side to detect link failures that may occur for a given RLC entity and that shall be reported to the RRC layer. It is incremented each time a response to a given request is not received before a specified response time. It is reset upon reception of a response within the response time requirements. If the counter N3107 is equal to N3107max, a link failure has occurred that shall be reported to the RRC layer. There is one N3107 instance per downlink RLC entity in TCH or DCCH TBF mode. The value of N3107max is network dependent. 
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