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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thank RAN3 for the liaison statement on the MBMS session duration IE. SA2 discussed following 

Questions about coding of the MBMS Session Duration IE raised by RAN3:

· Should it indicate MBMS session that could last for more than a day?

· Should it have an “infinite” value that would correspond to very long MBMS session for which the session stop is difficult to predict.

From SA2’s viewpoint it is feasible to have MBMS sessions that last for more than a day or have an “infinite” duration, which means the MBMS service transfers continuously data. The latter case or when the session duration is difficult to predict seems better described by “indefinite”. A rough estimation indicates that a 16bit value might encode more than 4 hours in seconds. However, the estimation accuracy for long lasting MBMS sessions might be quite limited so that the BMSC might decide already for shorter MBMS session durations to indicate “indefinite”.

An estimated MBMS session duration that is long in time might have only limited usefulness for the RAN, also because of potential accuracy degradation with longer session duration. In this case an 8bit value might be sufficient to encode more than 4 minutes in seconds and describe longer MBMS session as “indefinite”. Such an evaluation of a suitable value range is however in the RAN group’s area of expertise.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

SA2 ask RAN3 to identify a suitable range for the encoded session duration. It seems useful to communicate with GERAN to avoid different encoding for UTRAN and GERAN on interfaces other than Iu.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA 2 Meetings:

TSG SA WG2 Meeting #44 

26 January – 2 February 2005, Europe

TSG SA WG2 Meeting #45
4 - 8 April 2005, China











































