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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN would like to thank SA2 for providing the latest version of TR 23.903, and happily provides the requested clarification on early implementation of the following Release 6 feature:
“the capability to direct the MS to a desired RAT/cell after channel release – of which SA2 is already aware – would be useful in order to avoid unnecessary location area updates/routing area updates. GERAN1 would like to remind that this feature has been included only in Release 6 of the GERAN specifications; however, the feature can be considered as a candidate for early implementation.” 

If the Release 6 message is not received, the terminal behaves as per the pre-Release 6 specification. The terminal therefore also passes any test cases in this area. 

If the pre-Release 6 terminal receives the message but does not implement the feature, it ignores the message and behaves as per the pre-Release 6 specification.
Only if the pre-Release 6 terminal receives the message and implements the feature, it behaves as per Release 6 specification.

When specifying the new behaviour GERAN carefully reviewed whether any problems would arise if implemented on an earlier Release terminal, as this was seen useful by several companies, and no problems were found. This feature can be implemented without the need to implement any other Release 4, 5 or 6 functionality. The message contains no new Release 4, 5 or other Release 6 information elements.

GERAN would furthermore like to inform SA2 that this functionality has also been approved for RAN (RAN#23), and that RAN also considers this as a feature for early implementation.
2. Actions:

TO SA2:
SA 2 is kindly requested to note the clarification.
3. Date of Next TSG GERAN Meetings:

TSG-GERAN # 23
24th – 28th January 2004
Tampa, US

TSG-GERAN # 24 
4th – 8th April 2004
Dublin, Ireland

