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1. 
Overall Description:

GERAN would like to inform TSG SA WG2, TSG RAN WG2, TSG RAN WG3, TSG CN WG1 and TSG CN WG4 about the status of the ongoing Rel-6 work item to introduce Packet Switched Handover between the UTRAN/GERAN Iu and GERAN A/Gb systems. About 90% of the stage 2 Technical Specification (TS 43.129 V6.0.0) is now ready, and the drafting of stage 3 documents is progressing.

The feature Packet Switched Handover will affect the 2G SGSN, the 2G BSS, the 3G SGSN and the 3G RNC nodes together with their corresponding interfaces. The impact on the 3G nodes in the design process has been kept to a minimum and existing messages are reused as much as possible. The main agreed handover principles are captured in Annex A of TS 43.129. GERAN requests the above-mentioned Working Groups review the attached Stage 2 document. 

Also attached to this LS are draft CRs to illustrate some of the changes required to the Stage 3 specifications under the control of Working Groups from other TSGs. GERAN kindly requests that these Working Groups also review the CRs to specifications under their control and that all Working Groups agree CRs that align with the functionality described in TS 43.129. 

GERAN kindly asks SA2 to include a reference in the GPRS Stage 2, TS 23.060, to the PS Handover Stage 2. Once any feedback from Working Groups of other TSGs has been incorporated into TS 43.129, a CR will be proposed to align TS 23.060 with TS 43.129.

3. 
Actions:

To CN1, CN4, RAN2, RAN3, SA2

ACTION: 


GERAN kindly requests the above-mentioned working groups review the Stage 2 for Packet Switch Handover attached to this LS, providing feedback where necessary and modifying any specifications under the control of the working group to complete the introduction of PS Handover feature. 

4. 
Date of the Next GERAN 2 Meetings:

TSG GERAN #23

24th – 28th January 2005

Tampa, USA


TSG GERAN WG2 #23bis

7th – 11th March 2005


Helsinki, Finland
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