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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN3 for their LS on MBMS Service Area (R3-040674) where they inform SA2 of their two following Working Assumptions:

· an MBMS Service Area is composed of a list of Release 99 SAIs,

· all cells of an MBMS Service Area are MBMS capable and the SAIs are supposed configured accordingly. 

SA2 has discussed the MBMS Service Area concept and came to the following conclusions:

· A MBMS Service Area, as known by the BM-SC, corresponds to a geographical area and is not related to the mobile network hierarchy. In particular, the BM-SC provides the MBMS service area identity but is not aware of Location Areas nor SAIs as defined in R99. Indeed, an addition/modification/removal of LAs, SAIs and cells should not have any impact to the BM-SC. 

· Therefore, [RANAP] MBMS Session Start Request message should not contain a list of SAIs as defined in R99 but a list of MBMS Service Area Identities. 

· The mapping between a MBMS Service Area Identity and a list of cells should be carried out in the RAN based on O&M configuration.

· MBMS Service Areas may overlap each other. 

SA2 believes there should not be any issue with the above MBMS Service Area concept. 

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN3 group to take into account the above comments 
3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #40 
17-21 May 2004        Sophia Antipolis, France

TSG-SA2 Meeting #41
16-20 August 2004   Montreal, Canada

