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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN thanks SA1 and CN1 for their LS on “Preferred Roaming List for 3GPP2 Multi-mode Terminal”.
The following comments are provided on the topic:

1) According to GERAN’s understanding, the Preferred Roaming List is useful as an overlay to provide some degree of interoperability between the GSM-MAP and the ANSI-41 core networks. GERAN would like to remind that there is currently no standardized Network-to-Network Interface between the two aforementioned core networks.

2) Also in light of the previous point, GERAN would like to stress that the selection procedures of PLMNs of a 3GPP system are specified in the 3GPP specification. 
3) GERAN assumes that the reason why the Preferred Roaming List explicitly includes 3GPP PLMNs is for the purpose of identifying the geographic area of the terminal (the so called “GEO”), and consequently assessing whether a higher priority 3GPP2 system is available in that geographic area.
4) If the understanding of point 3) is correct, then GERAN can conclude that no impact to the 3GPP specification exists.

5) Regarding the possible issue of service continuity, which was mentioned by the CN1 liaison, it is GERAN’s understanding that the PRL logic applies in idle mode only, thus not endangering ongoing sessions.

6) GERAN would also like to remind that it is mandatory in the European Union that the user be able to set its own PLMN preferences. The user’s preferences should override the preferences set by the operator. This should be taken into account. GERAN is not aware of the nature of corresponding regulations in other parts of the world. 

7) GERAN recognizes that, in the long term, the Preferred Roaming List could become the subject of an appropriate specification, to be jointly handled by 3GPP and 3GPP2. GERAN acknowledges that this would eventually be within the scope of SA1 and SA2, and should be handled by those groups. 
2. Actions:

To SA1 group and to CN1 group:

ACTION:

Note the comments made. Liaise back if GERAN’s understanding is not correct.
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