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1. Overall Description:
TSG GERAN WG3 would kindly like to ask TSG GERAN WG2 for clarification about the MS behaviour when the MAC-layer reports a “TBF establishment failure” to the higher layers after several unsuccessful attempts to establish an uplink TBF.

In 04.60 section 7.1.4 is stated, that when an error occurs during a mobile originated TBF establishment the MAC layer shall reinitiate the access procedure 3 or 4 times and if this was not successful the mobile station “shall return to packet idle mode and notify higher layers (TBF establishment failure)”.

In TSG GERAN WG3 a discussion raised up about the behaviour of the higher layers after receiving the information “TBF establishment failure” from the MAC-layer. There seems to be no unambiguous description of the behaviour. The higher layers for example could again force the MAC to perform an access procedure. But this means that the mobile station would perform more than 4 or 5 attempts specified in 04.60 and therefore the restriction of the number of attempts could not be tested (see for example 3GPP 51.010-1 TC 52.1.2.1.10.1)

TSG GERAN WG3 would kindly like to ask TSG GERAN WG2 if there is a possibility to distinguish between the “re-attempts” of the MAC-layer and the “re-initiation” of the higher layers, otherwise this behaviour could not be tested.
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