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1. Overall Description:

During GERAN #13 meeting, TSG GERAN has reviewed and endorsed a draft CR to TS 24.008. The CR introduces a mechanism to make use of Enhanced Power Control (EPC) feature, which may increase the capacity in the network for circuit-switched channels. 

TSG GERAN has defined Enhanced Power Control (EPC) as part of a new GERAN Feature Package 2. The draft CR to TS 24.008 introducing an indication in the Mobile Station Classmark 3 IE for the MS support of the GERAN Feature Package 2 is attached.

Furthermore, TSG GERAN has taken note of the problem indicated at the cover sheet of the draft CR to TS 24.008, i.e.: 

The MS Classmark 3 is a type 4 information element with a maximum length of 14 octets. Theoretically, if all the possible feature indications are included, this limit may be exceeded by up to 6 bits (including the one bit added by this CR). In practice, that is not likely to happen [Remark: in near future]. However, an escape route is needed for this event and should be considered as a further enhancement of the protocol.

It is the understanding of TSG GERAN that the limitation to a maximum of 14 octets in this information element has been chosen deliberately, in order to avoid unnecessary delay due to segmentation of the CLASSMARK CHANGE message, when it is sent on the LAPDm link on the main DCCH from the mobile station to the network, for instance, during call set-up. Simply extending this limit could be a solution of the problem, however, thus at the expense of a certain performance loss at connection establishment. At this point, TSG GERAN has not concluded on a preference for any particular solution to this problem.

2. Actions:

To CN1 group.

ACTION: 
TSG GERAN kindly asks CN1 to review and approve the attached draft Change Request to TS 24.008 at earliest convenience.


CN1 is also kindly asked to consider the abovementioned problem about the length constraint of the Mobile Station Classmark 3 information element. Any guidance to a solution of this problem would be highly appreciated.

3. Date of Next TSG-GERAN Meetings:

TSG-GERAN2 Meeting #13bis
10th – 13th March 2003
Winchester, England

TSG-GERAN   Meeting #14
  7th – 11th April 2003
München, Germany.
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