3GPP TSG GERAN #12
TSGG#12(02)3239

Sophia-Antipolis, France
Agenda items: 7.1.6, 7.2.6

18 – 22 November 2002


Title:
Response LS on “Proposal for the evolution of the GCF GPRS Recommended Set”
Release:
R97

Work Item:
GPRS
Source:
TSG GERAN

To:
GCF Agreement and Steering Groups
Cc:


Contact Person:


Name:
Jacques Achard
Tel. Number:
+33 1 30 77 06 70

E-mail Address:
jacques.achard@alcatel.fr

Attachments:
None

1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN would like to thank the GCF GPRS ad-hoc meeting#3 for informing the 3GPP community about the on-going actions in GCF with regard to R97/R98 GPRS Mobile Station testing. The proposal for creating several recommended sets in GCF, including recommended set#3 with no expiry date, has been discussed within TSG GERAN and the following conclusions have emerged:

· a feature that is mandatory in 3GPP standards for a GPRS terminal has to be implemented by a GPRS Mobile Station, irrespectively of testing;

· it is understood that a Mobile Station may obtain GCF certification while only having passed a subset of the 51.010 test cases;

· TSG GERAN believe that in order minimize the risk of interworking problems, it would be best if MS conformance is verified using all available test cases in 51.010;

· in case IOT problems are found with some mobile stations due to errors or ambiguities in the 3GPP standard, a Change Request to 3GPP TS 09.95 may be raised in order to describe the problem and propose a way for solving the issue. In case IOT problems are found due to specific faults within some types of mobile stations, a Change Request to 3GPP TS 09.94 may be raised in order to recommend appropriate changes to the infrastructure;

· the scope of the GCF partnership is to ensure global interoperability of 3GPP terminals relying on testing conformance to the 3GPP standard; TSG GERAN’s understanding is that conformance shall not be granted to a Mobile Station not compliant to the 3GPP standard, in particular to a Mobile Station not implementing the mandatory set of features defined in 3GPP standard;

· TSG GERAN can appreciate that a very high number of test cases could be needed to validate some relatively complex features, such as multiple PCCCH. However, TSG GERAN do not agree with the creation of an annex containing any GPRS Parameter Restrictions for testing a Recommended Set Terminal. Indeed TSG GERAN  strongly recommends to draw test configurations randomly among those configurations that are allowed by the 3GPP standard in case a test time reduction is needed, instead of defining new restrictions that do not exist in 3GPP specifications. This approach is recommended by TSG GERAN in order to limit the number of tests, while allowing a sufficient coverage of the configurations that are allowed in the 3GPP standards.

In addition to the above considerations, TSG GERAN would like to raise the following issues:

· TSG GERAN would like additional information about the criteria which have been used to establish the list of “GPRS Features not in scope for testing for a Recommended Set Terminal”. Do those features correspond to some features that no network vendor ever plans to implement ? If this is the case, TSG GERAN feel that a cleaner and more future-proof approach would be to remove also those features from the 3GPP standard, like has been done for “fixed allocation” and “GPRS in dedicated mode”. For features that are removed from the 3GPP standard, it is clear that testing them is useless.

· TSG GERAN offers its support in avoiding similar problems such as the testing issues that have been encountered with GPRS R’97 in future releases (R99, Rel-4, etc) and welcomes suggestions to achieve this.
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