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9.3.1a
Delayed release of downlink Temporary Block Flow

When the network exhausts its supply of downlink data for the downlink TBF, it may release the TBF by using one of the procedures in clause 9.3.2.6 or clause 9.3.3.5. If the TBF is not instantly released, the network may continue the downlink TBF awaiting new data to be received from the upper layers. After a period of inactivity, the TBF shall be released at a point determined by the network, using one of the procedures in clause 9.3.2.6, clause 9.3.3.5 or clause 8.1.2.8. Once the release of the downlink TBF is initiated, the TBF shall not be continued.

If the network continues the downlink TBF when the supply of downlink data is exhausted, the RLC entity on the network side shall insert filler information into the RLC data blocks that are transmitted to the mobile station. For a mobile station operating in A/Gb mode, this is achieved by the insertion of LLC UI Dummy commands (see 3GPP TS 44.064) into the TBF. For a mobile station operating in Iu mode, the network may directly transmit RLC data blocks with filler information by setting the LI field as described in sections 10.4.14 and 10.4.14a. The FBI bit in the RLC header shall be set to the value '0' unless the network releases the TBF, in which case the FBI bit shall be set to the value 1. 
If new data is received from the upper layers, the network stops sending filler information and resumes normal operation during RLC data block transfer.

RLC data blocks shall be sent to the mobile station as required to prevent the expiry of timer T3190, according to power control requirements, and as needed to poll the mobile station for the provision of PACCH uplink blocks.

NOTE:
Extensive delay of the downlink TBF release might impact badly on the mobile station power consumption and should be avoided. Inactivity periods should not be longer than necessary to keep the overall performance of GPRS services. Inactivity periods longer than 5 s should not be used.

10.4.14
Length Indicator (LI) field in GPRS TBF mode

The Length Indicator is used to delimit Upper Layer PDUs within the RLC data block. Additionally for Iu mode, a Length Indicator of value 63 may be used to indicate the presence of filler information within the RLC data block. If the first length indicator in the RLC data block is set to 63, then the entire RLC data block contains filler information.

The first Length Indicator shall indicate the number of octets of the RLC data field belonging to the first Upper Layer PDU, the second Length Indicator shall indicate the number of octets of the RLC data field belonging to the second Upper Layer PDU, etc. Only the last segment of any Upper Layer PDU of a TBF (either this segment carries the entire Upper Layer PDU or not) shall be identified with a Length Indicator within the corresponding RLC data block.

A singular case occurs when the end of the Upper Layer PDU would fit within the RLC data block but the addition of the Length Indicator octet (to indicate the Upper Layer PDU boundary) causes the Upper Layer PDU to extend into the next RLC data block. In this case, this additional LI field shall take the value 0 whatever is the length of the last but one Upper Layer PDU segment.

The final RLC data block of a TBF shall have a Length Indicator field corresponding to the final Upper Layer PDU unless this PDU fills the RLC data block precisely without the LI field being added (i.e. the singular case mentioned above never applies in this situation).

The final RLC data block of an uplink TBF shall have a Length Indicator field with the value 0 if the final Upper Layer PDU is incompletely transmitted by the mobile station.

The LI field is 6 bits in length and shall be encoded as a binary number with range 1 to 19, 29, 35 or 49, according to the coding scheme in use, i.e. CS-1, CS-2, CS-3 or CS-4 respectively. The value 0 shall indicate that no Upper Layer PDU boundary exists. In this case the M bit shall be set to' 0' and the E bit shall be set to '1' on the transmitting side, while on the receiving side the M bit shall be ignored and the E bit shall be interpreted as having the value '1'. In Iu mode, a value of 63 shall indicate the presence of filler information within the RLC data block. All other values are reserved, and in this version of the protocol, the mobile station shall ignore all fields of the RLC data block except for the USF field.

10.4.14a
Length Indicator (LI) field in EGPRS TBF mode

The Length indicator is used to delimit Upper Layer PDUs within the RLC data block. Additionally for Iu mode, a Length Indicator of value 127 may be used to indicate the presence of filler information within the RLC data block. If the first length indicator in the RLC data block is set to 127, then the entire RLC data block contains filler information.

The first Length Indicator shall indicate the number of octets of the RLC data field belonging to the first Upper Layer PDU, the second Length Indicator shall indicate the number of octets of the RLC data field belonging to the second Upper Layer PDU, etc. Only the last segment of any Upper Layer PDU, including those with only one segment, shall be identified with a Length Indicator The length indicator shall be placed in the RLC data block corresponding to the last segment of the Upper Layer PDU, unless the Upper Layer PDU without the corresponding LI field fills the RLC data block precisely. In that case, the Length Indicator shall be placed as the first Length Indicator in the next in sequence RLC data block and take the value 0.

If the Upper Layer PDU does not fill the current RLC data block, a Length Indicator with value 127 (111 1111) shall be included as the last Length Indicator of the current RLC data block, indicating that there is no following Upper Layer PDU in this RLC data block. If the Upper Layer PDU does not fill the RLC data block and there is only one octet left, then the Length Indicator corresponding to the Upper Layer PDU is the last Length Indicator field that shall be included in the RLC data block. In case an Upper Layer PDU cannot be transmitted completely in the current RLC data block and will not be continued in the next in-sequence RLC data block, the corresponding Length Indicator shall have the value 127.
The final RLC data block of a TBF shall have a Length Indicator field corresponding to the final Upper Layer PDU unless the final Upper Layer PDU fills the RLC data block precisely. If the final Upper Layer PDU fills the final RLC data block precisely, the final Upper Layer PDU shall be sent without a corresponding Length Indicator field.
The Length Indicator field is 7 bits in length and shall be encoded as a binary number. The valid values are the values ranging from 0 to 74 and the value 127. All other values are reserved. A mobile station detecting a reserved Length Indicator value or an inconsistent encoding of the Length Indicator and E fields shall ignore the RLC data block.

The interpretation of the value contained in the length indicator with corresponding E bit is summarized in table 10.4.14a.1 and some examples are shown in annex B.

Table 10.4.14a.1: Interpretation of values of LI field and E bit

	Value of LI in a RLC data block
	Value of E bit in the same octet
	Interpretation 

	k-th LI: 0<value <75

(k>0 integer)
	
	The value of the k-th LI is the number of octets of the k-th Upper Layer PDU, or the last segment of it, in the current RLC data block.

	
	0
	There is at least one Upper Layer PDU following the k-th Upper Layer PDU in the current RLC data block.

	
	1
	There is no more than one Upper Layer PDU following the k-th Upper Layer PDU in the current RLC data block.

	1st LI: value =0
	0
	The last Upper Layer PDU of the previous in sequence RLC data block ends at the boundary of that RLC data block and it has no LI in the header of that RLC data block.

	k-th LI: 0<value <75 
(k>1 integer)
	
	The k-th LI contains the number of octets of the (k-1)-th Upper Layer PDU in the current RLC data block.

	
	0
	There is at least one Upper Layer PDU following the (k-1)-th Upper Layer PDU in the current RLC data block.

	
	1
	There is no more than one Upper Layer PDU following the (k-1)-th Upper Layer PDU in the current RLC data block.

	k-th LI: value=127
	1
	The octets between the end of the Upper Layer PDU indicated by the (k-1)-th LI and the end of the current RLC data block are filling octets, or the octets contain part of an Upper Layer PDU that cannot be transmitted completely in the current RLC data block and will not be continued in the next in-sequence RLC data block.

	1st LI: value=0


	1
	The previous RLC data block contains a Upper Layer PDU, or a part of it, that fills precisely the previous data block and for which there is no length indicator in that RLC data block. The current RLC data block contains a Upper Layer PDU that either fills the current RLC data block precisely or continues in the next RLC data blcok.

	1st  LI:        value=127
(Iu mode only)
	1
	All octets of the RLC Data block contain filling information.

	No LI field present
	n.a.
	The Upper Layer PDU that starts with the current RLC data block either fills the current RLC data block precisely or continues in the following in-sequence RLC data block
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