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Report from joint meeting WG4 and WG5

A joint meeting was held on 26th June 2002, between WG4 and WG5 to which some members of WG2 were invited. The joint meeting was chaired by Mr Goronovsky and the secretary was Michael Clayton from the MCC.

C.1
PRDs

Document GP-021326 contained a discussion document on the issue of Permanent Reference documents. 

Currently there are joint WG4 and WG5 permanent reference documents. The PRDs are currently stored in the WG4. It was questioned if these should be separated. The general consensus of the meeting was that these documents should remain joint documents. The PRDs should still be stored in the WG4 directory but there needs to be a pointer to this directory from the WG5 directory.

WG4 and WG5 will have the following PRDs:

-
PRD G4-01 (Paperless meetings) version 2.doc

-
PRD G4-02 (Common issues G4-T1) version 2.doc

-
PRD G4-03 (Guidance for CRs).doc

-
PRD G4-04 (Split of responsibilities).doc

-
PRD G4-05 (Changed requirements in different core specification releases).doc

The changes in G4-01 were not listed with revision marks since they were so complex that the document became unreadable. One of the changes related to the provision of documents three days prior to the meeting. This was agreed. 

Another question is the provision of the documents for each WG in the separate WG sections on the website. It was explained that this is possible, but not reliable for many reasons. The separate areas on the website are generally used when the WG meets separately from the plenary.

On PRD 02, in section 2.2 it was noted that GERAN 5 should read GERAN 4 since it is and RF issue. However, it was subsequently proposed that, for the purposes of this document, GERAN should be referred-to without mentioning the group involved. 

It was asked what should be done with this PRD now. It was reported that T1 have an equivalent document and so MCC agreed to update the T1 version in line with the version that was produced on line at this meeting and that was provided in document GP-021950. It was noted.

A new PRD was also proposed in document GP-021326 for the Split of responsibilities between 3GPP TSG-GERAN WG4 and WG5. This was essentially based on the document G4-010596/ G5-010103. It was agreed by the meeting, although some minor changes were made to correct the split. The revision was provided in document GP-021961. It was noted.

The final document in the zip file of GP-021326 was PRD 05; Changed requirements 
in different core specification releases. This was noted.

C.2
Making CRs

Document GP-021448 contained a presentation on how to prepare a CR. It was commented that when the PRD is compiled from this presentation, then the rule regarding the impact on EGPRS will be added. Also, it was asked to have a reference to where the T1 documents which could be impacted, can be found.

With this, the presentation was noted and Mrs Salmeron was thanked for her effort.

C.3
Joint WG2/4/5

	Doc numb
	Subject
	Source

	GP-021661
	Presentation of the delayed TBF release features in Rel 4 (input for test specification)
	Ericsson


The joint WG4/WG5 was joined by delegates from WG2.

Document GP-021661 contained a presentation the delayed release of downlink TBF in order to serve as input for the design of mobile station test requirements

The delayed release of downlink TBF and the extended uplink TBF mode were introduced in REL‑4 of the specifications to improve the GPRS end-to-end performance. It was observed that the “burstiness” of many GPRS applications caused frequent release of TBFs, almost immediately followed by the establishment of new TBFs. This behaviour of the RLC/MAC layer may cause large variations of the end-to-end packet delay. Many GPRS applications are sensitive for delay and delay variations, resulting in a poor overall performance.

By introducing the delayed release of downlink TBF and the extended uplink TBF, the TBFs in both directions are able to sustain short inactive periods in the payload data flow, without releasing and establishing a new TBF. In this way, the end-to-end packet delay is reduced and becomes more consistent, to the benefit of the overall GPRS performance.

From a testing point of view for downlink TBF, existing test cases should be sufficient; the work has been done to minimise the impact and the feature is backward compatible with mobile stations of R97. However, the extended uplink TBF does require some new functionality on the mobile. It was noted for the time being.

Document GP-021509 contained a discussion on Network Assisted Cell Change (NACC), which is an optional feature implemented in the BSC to speed up Intra-BSC Cell Change for Release 4 compliant MSs. NACC will reduce outage time to <1 second. The simple idea is to send the essential SI/PSI for the new cell to the MS while it is still working in the old cell. The MS then saves time accessing the new cell. The document was noted for now.

Both delegates from WG2 were thanked for their presentations. It remained, therefore, for WG4 and WG5 to develop the tests and decide which group should have responsibility for which feature.

There was the opinion that Extended Uplink TBF mode is definitely WG4, but it is not sure which group would look at NACC.

It was decided that Extended Uplink TBF mode will be the responsibility for WG4. It remains to be seen which group will get NACC.

A test plan for this feature needs to be developed (actually for both). Ericsson volunteered to develop the workplan for both features.

C.4
Closing

The joint session was closed.

