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1. Introduction
The supporting companies have recognised that the overall success of General Packet Radio Service (GPRS) is heavily dependent on multiple mobile station and network vendors being able to consistently test features and deploy interoperable products in the market.

Last week some manufacturers met in Copenhagen to discuss the testing issues regarding PBCCH/PCCCH functionality and evaluate proposals to help accelerating the adoption and evolution of GPRS services, and the speed with which products are brought to the market.

The outcome of the meeting consists in the following proposal:

· there will be no change to the existing release 97 GPRS standard, i.e. release 97 compliant mobile stations shall implement the whole release 97 set of mandatory features;

· as an initial step, manufacturers will submit a recommended set of R97 PBCCH/PCCCH features that shall be IOT tested. Based upon that list, a common set of interoperability tests will be defined fully utilising the capability within each infrastructure manufacturer;

· as a second step, the industry will develop an effective process to quickly address any interoperability issues that may arise as new functionalities are activated in the networks.

2. Agreed recommended set of features

2.1 Decision process

It was agreed that, for a feature to be part of the recommended set, the following conditions should be met:

· it improves the packet signalling performance and provides a good business case for the operator;

· it can be tested now against at least two network manufacturers in their IOT laboratories.

Note: the inclusion of a feature in this list assumes that it will be testable through test cases validated by the GSM Certification Forum (GCF) before the end of September 2001.

2.2 Recommended set

According to the above decision process, the following list has been agreed:

· NMO I

· NMO III

· Multiple PCCCH (*)

· Hopping PBCCH

· Hopping PCCCH

· Hopping PDTCH

· C31 / C32

· NC0

· Multiplexing of PBCCH/PCCCH and PDTCH/PACCH

· PSI scheduling

· Variable PBCCH/PCCCH mapping

· HCS parameters

· SPLIT_PG_CYCLE

· Non-DRX mode

(*) Still under discussion: there was wide acceptance among the supporting companies that this feature should be part of the recommended set; however, only one network manufacturer could offer testing capability at present.

In order to ensure fast IOT testing of the features in the recommended set, the following actions are on-going:

· a list of parameters that should be used to configure the network during those tests is being elaborated;

· a list of test cases corresponding to those features will be submitted to the GSM Certification Forum as early as possible.

3. Conclusion

The supporting companies elaborated this recommended set bearing in mind the customers’ demands and expectations. Any input to facilitate and improve this IOT testing process is welcome.
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