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Reason for change:
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To clarify the rate of sending flow control packets on Gb interface. It is not clear that there is a requirement for the BSS to send a flow control packet after a BVC reset ( currently the requirement states that the SGSN shall not send a LLC-PDU on a BVC until it receives a BVC flow control ). Also, it is not clear whether flow control packets can be only sent after the expiry of a timer of duration C seconds.
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State that BVC flow control is sent after BVC reset procedure when BVC is unblocked. Add note that flow control packets are not necessarily sent on expiry of a timer of duration C seconds.
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8.2.3.4
Frequency of sending BVC or MS Flow Control PDUs

After a BVC reset procedure the BSS shall initially send a BVC flow control message when the BVC is unblocked. Afterwards, the BSS may send flow control messages per BVC or per MS independently:

-the rate at which the BSS is allowed to send flow control messages for a given BVC is limited and defined by the following rule: the BSS may send a new Flow Control PDU every C seconds;

-the rate at which the BSS is allowed to send flow control messages for a given MS is limited and defined by the following rule: the BSS may send a new Flow Control PDU every C seconds;

-C is a value which is pre-defined and common to the BSS and SGSN.
Note: This does not imply that the BSS can only send flow control packets on expiry of a timer that expires every C seconds. If a flow control packet is sent at time T for a given BVC or MS, then the next time that a flow control packet can be sent for this BVC or MS is at time T+C, unless the BSS knows that the SGSN has not received the packet. If it was not necessary for the BSS to send another flow control packet for the given BVC or MS, at time T+C, then the BSS can send the next flow control immediately that it has determined that there is a need to send another flow control packet ie it does not have to wait a multiple of C second timer expiries from when the last flow control packet was sent before sending the next flow control packet.
If the BSS detects a missing FLOW-CONTROL-ACK from the SGSN and the condition which causes the sending of a FLOW-CONTROL PDU still remains, the FLOW-CONTROL PDU may be retransmitted immediately. In this case the BSS may violate the repetition rate defined by the C value.
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