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1 Introduction

In order to save time in the upcoming drafting meeting on RLC/MAC, it is essential to capture all agreements made in this area in TS 43.051. Hence, section 2 of this paper proposes changes to TS 43.051 that, according to our understanding, are agreed as a consequence of discussion during this meeting. 

In addition, the minutes from the RLC/MAC evening session during the recent ad hoc in Munich (GP-000585) lists three issues that are still not resolved:

· It is not decided whether to adopt the proposal to allow TBFs to stay alive despite an empty transmit buffer (GP-000715, GP-000723).

· It is not decided whether to adopt the proposal to allow different MSs to share one TFI in the uplink on one physical subchannel (GP-000722)

· It is not decided whether or not a TBF is ever established for flows on a dedicated physical subchannel.

To make the upcoming drafting meeting efficient, we propose to use email and telephone discussions with the objective to agree on these issues prior to that meeting.

2 Proposed changes to 43.051

6.1.4 
RB ID and TFI 

Temporary Block Flow (TBF) is a connection used by two MAC entities to support the unidirectional transfer of higher layer PDUs on physical subchannels. The TBF is offered by the MAC layer to higher layers. One TBF carries data belonging to one RLC instance. An RLC instance cannot perform multiplexing or splitting functions. One RLC instance carries data belonging to one RB (see Section 6.4.3.2)
An established RB can exist in GERAN without an associated TBF. 

More than one TBF may be allocated to a single MS in any direction.
When establishing a TBF, GERAN shall associate one unique TFI with the TBF.


At least the following is supported: 
A TBF is established when there is traffic to send (analogous to GSM 04.60 R99). 
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