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3.2.2
Robust inband signalling for AMR configuration modification

3.2.2.1
General aspects

The RATSCCH mechanism may be used in case of Tandem Free Operation to modify the AMR Configuration on the radio interface without interruption of the speech transmission. Its application for TFO is described in GSM 08.62. This recommendation defines the RATSCCH protocol and the RATSCCH messages. The channel coding is defined in GSM 05.03 and the receiver performance in GSM 05.05. RATSCCH handling is mandatory for MS and optional for BTS.

RATSCCH is based on frame stealing: The RATSCCH mapping onto physical channels is identical to the FACCH mapping defined in GSM 05.02 clause 7: Table 1. On TCH/AFS, one speech frame is stolen for each RATSCCH message, and on TCH/AHS two speech frames are stolen. In TCH/AHS RATSCCH is mapped onto two consecutive speech frames, the RATSCCH_MARKER and the RATSCCH_DATA. Both shall be sent always as one pair.

FACCH frames have higher priority than RATSCCH frames. If  FACCH and RATSCCH are scheduled for transmission for the same speech frame, then the FACCH shall be sent first, followed by the RATSCCH. If the RATSCCH is delayed due to FACCH, then the appropriate counters (see 3.2.2.2) shall also be started one (TCH/AFS) respectively two (TCH/AHS) frames later.
3.2.2.2
RATSCCH protocol

The RATSCCH protocol elements consist of a number of REQuest Messages and three ACKnowledgement Messages. One information exchange consists typically of one REQ-ACK cycle between the "Initiator" and the "Addressee". While the Initiator is waiting for an ACK, it shall not send any new REQ message, i.e. transmission and acknowledgement of one REQ-ACK cycle shall be completed before the next cycle is started. ACK messages, as reaction to received REQ messages, shall always be sent back as soon as possible, and latest within 3 speech frames. Both sides shall continuously monitor the radio reception for the RATSCCH pattern and decode the RATSCCH message.

The typical REQ-ACK cycle is defined as:

1)
If one side ("Initiator") wants to initiate the information exchange, it shall send the desired REQ message. At the same time the Initiator shall start two counters: 
ACK_Timeout that shall count the elapsed speech frames (after REQ) in receive direction and 
REQ_Activation that shall count the elapsed speech frames after REQ in send direction .

2)
If the REQ message was decoded error-free (by CRC check, see GSM 05.03 [4]) and is defined (see section 3.2.2.3) at receiver side ("Addressee"), then the Addressee shall send an ACK_OK message back. At the same time the Addressee shall start (or restart) two own counters:
REQ_Activation that shall count the elapsed speech frames after REQ in receive direction and
ACK_Activation that shall count the elapsed speech frames after ACK in send direction.

3)
If the Initiator receives an ACK_OK, then it shall ignore its ACK_Timeout counter and shall start an ACK_Activation counter instead that shall count the elapsed speech frames after ACK_OK in receive direction.

4)
The contents of the REQ messages shall become valid in the direction from Initiator to Addressee exactly in that frame, where the REQ_Activation counters reach the value 12 and for all following frames.
The contents of the REQ message shall become valid in the direction from Addressee to Initiator exactly in that frame, where the ACK_Activation counters reach the value 12 and for the following frames.
Note: Due to the transmission delay and the reaction time within the Addressee (REQ to ACK) the activation takes place in general at four different points in time, but exactly synchronised and defined in both directions.

Error Handling:

1)
If the REQ message was decoded error-free (no CRC error), but the message is not defined at the Addressee side, then the Addressee shall send an ACK_UNKNOWN message back. No counters are needed in this case.
The Initiator, when receiving this ACK_UNKNOWN message shall terminate the exchange for this type of REQ message.

2)
If the RATSCCH message was detected, but could not be decoded correctly (CRC failure), or its contents was not consistent, then the Addressee shall send an ACK_ERR message back. No counters are needed in this case.

3)
If the Initiator does not receive an ACK_OK or ACK_UNKNOWN before the ACK_Timeout counter reaches 10, or it receives an ACK_ERR instead, then it shall initiate the exchange again by resending the REQ and starting the timers anew.

4)
If the Initiator has sent the REQ unsuccessfully for three times, the retransmission shall be stopped.

5)
If at either side an ACK_ERR or ACK_UNKNOWN is received although no corresponding REQ has been sent before, this ACK messages shall be ignored.

If the BTS receives an ACK_OK although it has not sent a corresponding REQ before, then the BTS shall initiate the sending of  the used AMR Configuration down to the MS.

3.2.2.3
RATSCCH messages

Each RATSCCH message consists of its RATSCCH message identifier and potentially message parameters. In total 35 net bits are available for each message. They are numbered 34…0 in the message descriptions below, and correspond to d(34) … d(0) in GSM 05.03. Three different ACKnowledgement message are defined.

3.2.2.3.1
ACK_OK message

The ACK_OK message serves as an acknowledgement that a RATSCCH REQ message has been detected, correctly decoded (no CRC error) and that it is defined for the Addressee. It defines the exact activation time in direction from Addressee to Initiator. Table 3.2.2.3.1
 shows the definition of the ACK_OK.

Table 3.2.2.3.1: Definition of the ACK_OK message

Bit
34 … 2 1 0

Value
  0 … 0 0 1

3.2.2.3.2
ACK_ERR message

The ACK_ERR message serves as a negative acknowledgement that a RATSCCH REQ message has been detected, i.e. the RATSCCH pattern was detected, but could not be decoded correctly (CRC error). Table 3.2.2.3.2
 shows the definition of the ACK_ERR.

Table 3.2.2.3.2: Definition of the ACK_ERR message

Bit
34 … 2 1 0

Value
  0 … 0 1 0

3.2.2.3.3
ACK_UNKNOWN message

The ACK_UNKNOWN message serves as an acknowledgement that a RATSCCH REQ message has been detected and correctly decoded, but was unknown to the Addressee. Table 3.2.2.3.3
 shows the definition of the ACK_UNKNOWN.

Table 3.2.2.3.3: Definition of the ACK_UNKNOWN message

Bit
34 … 2 1 0

Value
  0 … 0 1 1

ACKnowledge messages shall only be sent in response to a REQuest message.

3.2.2.3.4
CMI_PHASE_REQ message

The CMI_PHASE_REQ message may be sent by the BTS to change the phase of the Codec Mode Indication in downlink. CMI_PHASE_REQ has only parameter,  Codec Mode Indication Phase (CMIP). Table 3.2.2.3.6a shows the format.

Table 3.2.2.3.4a: Format of the CMI_PHASE_REQ message

Bit
34 … 2 1
0

Value
  0 … 1 0
CMIP

Assuming the CMI_PHASE_REQ message replaces DL speech frame N (frames N-1 and N for TCH/AHS), then the new phase shall be used starting with DL speech frame N+12. The CMI Phase in uplink shall not be affected. The new CMI phase in downlink shall be active until it is modified by a new CMI_PHASE_REQ or until a handover is successfully executed.

Table 3.2.2.3.6b shows how Codec Mode Indications and Codec Mode Commands shall be transmitted in even and odd speech frames depending on the value of MIP. See section 3.2.1.4 for the definition of even and odd speech frames.

Table 3.2.2.3.4b: Phase of Codec Mode Indication/Command in DL depending on CMIP

Value of
CMIP
Information transmitted in
even speech frames
Information transmitted in
odd speech frames

0
Codec Mode Indication
Codec Mode Command

1 (default)
Codec Mode Command
Codec Mode Indication

3.2.2.3.5
AMR_CONFIG_REQ message

The AMR_CONFIG_REQ message may be sent by the BTS during a call to change the AMR configuration on the radio interface without interruption of the speech transmission. AMR_CONFIG_REQ contains several parameters: Active Codec Set (ACS), Initial Codec Mode (ICM), some pairs of threshold and hysteresis values (THRESHj and HYSTj) and two flags indicating whether the configuration parameters shall be valid for the uplink (UL), downlink (DL), or both. Table 3.2.2.3.4
 shows the format.

Table 3.2.2.3.5a: Main Format of the AMR_CONFIG_REQ message

Bit
34…32
31
30
29 … 28
27 … 20
19 … 16
15 … 10
9 … 6
5 … 0

Value
0  0  1
DLF
ULF
ICM
ACS
HYST2
THRESH2
HYST1
THRESH1

The ACS and ICM parameters are coded in the same way as defined in GSM 04.08 [2].

All threshold and hysteresis parameters in the AMR_CONFIG_REQ are valid only for downlink direction. The coding of these parameters is given in section 3.4.2.

If the ACS consists of n modes (n=1,2,3), then only THRESH1…THRESHn-1 and HYST1…HYSTn-1 are defined. The remaining bits are reserved for future use and shall be set to "1".

If the ACS consists of four modes, then the complete set of thresholds/hysteresis can not be sent with this message. In that case, all THRESHj and HYSTj fields are reserved for future use and shall be set to "1". Similar, if the BTS has no threshold and hysteresis parameters for the given configuration, then all THRESHj and HYSTj field bits shall be set to "1" to indicate that they are undefined. The THRESH_REQ message shall be used to transmit these parameters at a later point in time. As long as the MS has no defined threshold and hysteresis parameters it shall use the Initial Codec Mode for the Codec Mode Request.

Alternatively, in case of four codec modes, the BTS may send the three threshold and hysteresis parameters as shown in table 3.2.2.3.5.b. The coding of HYSTc is given in section 3.4.2. All three hysteresis values (HYST1/2/3) are in that case represented by one common HYSTc value (HYST1 = HYST2 = HYST3 = HYSTc).

Table 3.2.2.3.5b: Alternative Format of the AMR_CONFIG_REQ message for four modes

Bit
34…32
31
30
29 … 28
27 … 20
19 … 18
17 … 12
11 … 6
5 … 0

Value
0  0  1
DLF
ULF
ICM
ACS
HYSTc
THRESH3
THRESH2
THRESH1

In this way the ACS and the associated thresholds may be sent in one single message, allowing an immediate Codec Mode Request generation within the MS for the new configuration. If needed the hysteresis parameters may be modified in a later THRESH_REQ message.

The DLF and/or ULF flags are set to "1", if the configuration shall apply to the respective link (DL or UL).

Three different cases are possible when this AMR_CONFIG_REQ message is sent:

1)
DLF is set to "1", ULF is set to "0":
Assuming the AMR_CONFIG_REQ message replaces DL speech frame N (speech frames N-1 and N for TCH/AHS), then the BTS and MS shall use the new ACS and ICM starting with DL speech frame N+12. This means that from that speech frame on, Mode Commands and Mode Indications on the DL shall be interpreted relative to the new ACS. The Configuration in the UL direction is not affected.

2)
ULF is set to "1", DLF is set to "0":
Assuming the ACK_OK to the AMR_CONFIG_REQ message replaces UL speech frame M (speech frames M-1 and M for TCH/AHS), then the BTS and MS shall use the new ACS and ICM starting with UL speech frame M+12. This means that from that speech frame on, Mode Commands and Mode Indications on the UL shall be interpreted relative to the new ACS. The Configuration in the DL direction is not affected.

3)
Both, DLF and ULF are set to "1":
Actions described under point 1 and 2 occur in parallel and the Configuration shall become active in both directions.

The AMR_CONFIG_REQ message with both DLF and ULF set to "0" is not defined and reserved for future use.

NOTE:
During a short time in the transition period the configuration is different in uplink and downlink direction.

3.2.2.3.6
THRESH_REQ message

The THRESH_REQ message may be sent by the BTS to change the thresholds in the DL Mode Request Generator. The THRESH_REQ message contains up to three pairs of threshold and hysteresis values (THRESHj and HYSTj). Table 3.2.2.3.5
 shows the format.

Table 3.2.2.3.6: Format of the THRESH_REQ message

Bit
34…30
29 … 26
25 … 20
19 … 16
15 … 10
9 … 6
5 … 0

Value
0 0 0 0 1
HYST3
THRESH3
HYST2
THRESH2
HYST1
THRESH1

The coding of the THRESHj and HYSTj values is given in section 3.4.2. If the ACS consists of n (n=1,2,3,4) modes, only THRESH1…THRESHn-1 and HYST1…HYSTn-1 are defined. The remaining THRESHj and HYSTj fields are reserved for future use and shall be set to "1".

New threshold and hysteresis parameters shall be applied in the next possible Codec Mode Request decision.
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