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1 Introduction

Header Removal is a feature that is currently studied in GERAN for GERAN radio interface optimisation.

Nortel Networks thinks that although it is not foreseen in UTRAN for now, the GERAN enhancement should be done in a way that would allow UTRAN to use it later and suggests that studies on this subject should not be restrictive to GERAN case.

2 Discussion

Nortel Networks thinks that:

· We need to avoid introduction of differences between GERAN and UTRAN:

Specificities for GERAN should be avoided and we think differences should be introduced only in case this is absolutely necessary. Nortel Networks thinks that there should not be more problem to introduce this feature in UTRAN than in GERAN.

· We may not be future proof if Header Removal is studied for GERAN only:

The study should be as generic as possible so that we do not prevent the possibility to provide Header Removal possible for future UTRAN optimisation.

· Dealing with a specificity for GERAN may brings more complex Header Removal specification:

For example, as Iu interface should remain common between UTRAN and GERAN, Header Removal specification restricted to GERAN shall take care not to modify Iu interface. Whereas, if we consider that the Header Removal should be studied in a way that would allow UTRAN to use it later, Iu changes could be a possibility and this brings less constraints for studies.
