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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN2 would like to thank TSG SA2 for their LS (S2-104362) and TSG RAN3 for their LS (R3-103068) on GERAN and UTRAN handling of RFSP Index/SPID.
In TSG GERAN2 the handling of the SPID in GERAN during handover differs from the handling of the same information element in UTRAN and E-UTRAN. The difference is that, in E-UTRAN (see 3GPP TS36.413) and UTRAN (see 3GPP TS25.413) the SPID is forwarded transparently to the CN nodes as part of the transparent containers and is thus not introduced as a separate IE in the handover signaling; in GERAN, on the other hand, the SPID is included as a separate IE in the handover signaling and not as part of the transparent containers. As a consequence, in UTRAN and E-UTRAN during handover the SPID is not visible to the CN while in GERAN the SPID is visible to the CN nodes namely SGSN and MSC. This handling in GERAN has been the main reason to include the RFSP/SPID as a new MAP parameter in MAP signaling.
Therefore TSG GERAN2 would like to clarify to TSG RAN3 that this value will be forwarded during handover  from GERAN MSC to UTRAN MSC as part of MAP signalling as well as to the target RNC as part of the Source RNC to Transparent Container.
The issue of SPID transfer during handover has been discussed for a number of meetings and a few LSes have exchanged on this topic. However, the recent findings as presented in the LSes above show that there is inconsistency between the RFSP/SPID parameter exchanged between MSCs and SGSNs and the BSS. The solution proposed in S2-104362 seem to imply that the RFSP/SPID may not be correct. 
TSG GERAN2 kindly asks TSG RAN3 and TSG CT1 to provide feedback on whether the value received from MSC can be considered correct and if there are any problems foreseen by the mechanism defined in GERAN for the handover purpose taking into account the recent discussions.   

2. Actions:

TSG GERAN2 kindly asks TSG RAN3 and TSG CT1 to provide feedback on the validity of the RFSP/SPID value received from the MSC and if there are any problems foreseen by the SPID transfer mechanism defined in GERAN for handover purpose.   

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:
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