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1. Discussion
In GERAN#41 in February 2009, GELTE Work Item has been completed. However, even in GERAN#43 meeting, correction/ modifications on Release 8 GELTE signalling which does not have backward compatibility to previous Release 8, have been agreed although they were considered essential [1]
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Release 8 is an initial release of E-UTRAN. And since it is assumed that E-UTRAN will start to be deployed like hot spot i.e. not to cover a whole or a large part of 2G or 3G coverage, interworking with 2G and 3G is essential for the MS/UE supporting E-UTRAN. Although one can not guarantee “Release 8 signalling is not broken” until enough number of inter operability testing has been carried out, it is apparently not desirable to continue to have non-backward compatible modifications/ corrections on signalling for e.g. the coming several meetings, especially for the MS/UE vendors considering to have Release 8 MS/UEs product. MS/UE vendors which plan to have MS/UEs supporting E-UTRAN in early phase, might have to chose either a) to delay the commercialisation until one foresees release 8 specs can live without non-backward corrections to the signalling, or b) to give up on inter operability of interworking with E-UTRAN i.e. to rely on mobility upon out of coverage or to rely on some implementation dependant mobility to E-UTRAN e.g. searching autonomously.

Although the sourcing companies may not have adequate knowledge on how interoperability has been guaranteed in the previous releases, the sourcing companies propose:
Proposal 1: To have a statement that non-backward compatible correction should be refrained in the following meetings e.g. at the plenary in December 2009

Proposal 2: To concentrate on essential corrections for Release 8 especially for signalling
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