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Use of Subscriber Types within GERAN
1 Introduction

A couple of LSs, references ‎[1] (to GERAN) and ‎[2] (to GERAN2), have been received from RAN groups regarding the applicability of “subscriber type” indications for interworking between GERAN and UTRAN/E-UTRAN.
The questions raised in these LSs need to be discussed within GERAN2 in order to send back answers to the RAN groups. It should therefore be discussed within GERAN how we can handle subscriber types and how it can co-exist with the use of Service Handover (which was the specific question from RAN3 to GERAN2 in reference ‎[2]).
2 Discussion
According to the input from the RAN groups, “subscriber type” information is intended to be used in both idle mode (for “camping priorities”) and active mode and serves to establish UE specific mobility policies between RATs. 
For the idle mode case information needs to be sent to the mobile station in order to inform it about its specific “camping priority”. Since there is no specific signalling from BSS to the mobile station (where BSS has knowledge about subscriber specific information) during idle mode operation it would be preferred to let the new “subscriber type” priority information be sent as NAS information from the CN to the mobile station. It could then for instance be sent during the Location/Routing Area Update procedures or the Attach procedures.
For the active mode case BSS is (sometimes) involved in the choice of target cell/RAT based on information provided by the CN. The Service Handover IE and the Service UTRAN CCO IE may be sent by the CN to the BSS today and already give the possibility to have subscriber specific priorities regarding mobility between GERAN and UTRAN. Since there is now a need to handle mobility priorities from GERAN towards both UTRAN and E-UTRAN, an alternative for conveying “subscriber type” information to the BSS would be to update these two existing IEs to include “subscriber type” information towards E-UTRAN as well.
3 Conclusions

The principle of allowing a global approach to “subscriber type” policy information across all RATs seems reasonable and is therefore viewed according to the following when considering mobility between GERAN networks and UTRAN/E-UTRAN networks:
· CN based “Subscriber Type” information may be conveyed as NAS information to a mobile station for use in mobility decisions it makes while in idle mode.
· CN based “Subscriber Type” information may be conveyed to a BSS using legacy messages and IEs for use in mobility decisions the BSS makes for a mobile station in active mode.
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