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<1st Modification>
5.2
Multiplexing principles

5.2.1
Temporary Block Flow

A Temporary Block Flow (TBF) is a physical connection used by the two RR entities to support the unidirectional transfer of upper layer PDUs on packet data physical channels.

The TBF is allocated radio resources on one or more assigned PDCHs and comprises a number of RLC/MAC blocks carrying one or more upper layer PDUs. If Downlink Dual Carrier is supported by both the mobile station and the network, the assigned PDCHs for a given TBF may be on one or two radio frequency channels. A TBF is temporary and is maintained only for the duration of the data transfer (i.e. until there are no more RLC/MAC blocks to be transmitted and, in RLC acknowledged mode, all of the transmitted RLC/MAC blocks have been successfully acknowledged by the receiving entity).

A TBF may operate in either GPRS TBF mode or EGPRS TBF mode. For Downlink Dual Carrier configurations TBFs shall operate in EGPRS TBF mode. The network sets the TBF mode in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE, MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE, IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT or PACKET CS RELEASE INDICATION message. The EGPRS TBF mode is only supported by EGPRS capable MSs or EGPRS2 capable MSs. 

A TBF in EGPRS mode operates using one of four groups of modulation and coding schemes:

-
EGPRS-GMSK only (applicable to uplink TBFs only): this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-4

-
EGPRS: this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-9

-
EGPRS2-A: for uplink TBFs, this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-6 and UAS-7 to UAS-11; for downlink TBFs, this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-4 and DAS-5 to DAS-12

-
EGPRS2-B: for uplink TBFs, this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-4 and UBS-5 to UBS-12; for downlink TBFs, this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-4 and DBS-5 to DBS-12.

The group of modulation and coding schemes to be used for a TBF is indicated in the assignment message. The EGPRS-GMSK only group applies if the aggregate timeslot allocation is not within the indicated EGPRS multislot class, but is within the indicated GPRS multislot class.

The use of the EGPRS2-A group for uplink or downlink is only supported by MSs which are capable of EGPRS2-A or EGPRS2-B in that direction. The EGPRS2-B group is only supported by MSs which are capable of EGPRS2-B in that direction.

If a mobile station is assigned concurrent TBFs, these shall be in the same TBF mode. If a mobile station supports Reduced Latency, it may be assigned TBFs using FANR. If a mobile station is assigned a TBF using FANR, all concurrent TBFs assigned to the mobile station shall support FANR. If a mobile station supports EGPRS2, the same group of modulation and coding schemes shall be used for all TBFs in a given direction. For the case where a mobile station supports multiple TBF procedures the maximum number of TBFs it can support concurrently is not specified. Mobile station implementations are expected to ensure that the mobile station can support a sufficient number of TBFs to operate all the PDP contexts it has activated. As such, a mobile station may choose to release, modify or activate one or more PDP contexts when prioritizing the services it wants to operate concurrently. The network is not required to consider any potential complexity limitations regarding the number of concurrent TBFs when establishing an uplink or downlink TBF for a mobile station that supports multiple TBF procedures. 

The following messages are used only if both the mobile station and the network support multiple TBF procedures: 

-
MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT

-
MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT

-
MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE.

<Next Modification>
7.1.2
Initiation of a TBF establishment

7.1.2.1
Initiation of the packet access procedure

The mobile station shall initiate the packet access procedure by scheduling the sending of PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages on the PRACH corresponding to its PCCCH_GROUP and simultaneously leaving the packet idle mode. The mobile station shall use the last access parameters received on PBCCH. At sending of the first PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the mobile station shall store the value for the Retry (R) bit to be transmitted in all the subsequent MAC headers as 'MS sent channel request message once'. If a second PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message is sent, the mobile station shall change the value for the Retry (R) bit to 'MS sent channel request message once or more'. 

While waiting for a response to the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the mobile station shall monitor the full PCCCH corresponding to its PCCCH_GROUP. The mobile station shall perform signal strength measurements as they are defined for packet idle mode, see 3GPP TS 45.008.

While monitoring the full PCCCH, the mobile station shall decode any occurrence of the PERSISTENCE_LEVEL parameter included in a message received on PCCCH. When the mobile station receives the PERSISTENCE_LEVEL parameter, the value of the PERSISTENCE_LEVEL parameter shall be taken into account at the next PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST attempt that follows.

A mobile station that is IMSI attached (GPRS class A or B mode of operation) shall respond to a PACKET PAGING REQUEST message indicating an RR connection establishment. For that purpose, the mobile station may abort the packet access procedure, according to the conditions stated in sub-clause 6.1.4. The mobile station shall not respond to a PACKET PAGING REQUEST message indicating TBF establishment.

A mobile station that is not IMSI attached (GPRS class C mode of operation) shall not respond to any type of PACKET PAGING REQUEST messages during the packet access procedure, it shall only decode the PERSISTENCE_LEVEL parameter, if that is included in the message.

The PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages are sent on PRACH and contain an indication of the type of access and parameters required to indicate the mobile station's demand of radio resource.

There are two formats of the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message containing either 8 bits or 11 bits of information. The format to be applied on PRACH is controlled by the parameter ACCESS_BURST_TYPE which is broadcast on PBCCH. The access type to be used in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for a non-EGPRS TBF mode capable MS or an EGPRS TBF mode capable MS in a non-EGPRS capable cell depends on the purpose of the packet access procedure as follows:

-
If the purpose of the packet access procedure is to request multiple TBFs, the mobile station shall indicate 'Two phase access' in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message;

-
If the purpose of the packet access procedure is to request a single TBF, the mobile station shall indicate one of the following access causes:

-
If the mobile station intends to use the TBF to send user data, it shall request two phase access if the requested RLC mode is unacknowledged mode. If the requested RLC mode is acknowledged mode, the mobile station shall request either one phase access or two phase access. In case of two phase access, if both the mobile station and the BSS support multiple TBF procedures, the BSS may order its preferred RLC mode when establishing an uplink TBF, overriding the mobile station request;

-
If the purpose of the packet access procedure is to send a Page Response, the mobile station shall indicate 'Page Response' in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message;

-
If the purpose of the packet access procedure is to send a Cell update (the mobile station was in GMM READY state before the cell reselection) the mobile station shall indicate 'Cell Update' in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message;

-
If the purpose of the packet access procedure is for any other Mobility Management procedure, the mobile station shall indicate 'MM Procedure' in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message;

-
If the purpose of the packet access procedure is to send a Measurement Report, the mobile station shall indicate 'Single block without TBF establishment' in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message;

-
If the purpose of the packet access procedure is to send a PACKET PAUSE message, the mobile station shall indicate 'Single block without TBF establishment' in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message. Upon the first attempt to send a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message the mobile station shall start timer T3204. If the mobile station receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message before expiry of timer T3204, the mobile station shall ignore the message;

-
If the purpose of the packet access procedure is to send an MBMS SERVICE REQUEST message to the network, the mobile station shall indicate 'Single block MBMS access' in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message.

EGPRS TBF mode capable MSs shall monitor the GPRS Cell Options IE on the PBCCH (PSI1/PSI13) for the cell's EGPRS capability or EGPRS2 capability. In the GPRS Cell Options IE it is also indicated if the EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST is supported in the cell. The following table specifies which message and which access type shall be used by an EGPRS capable mobile station when accessing an EGPRS capable cell or by an EGPRS2 capable mobile station when accessing an EGPRS2 capable cell depending on the purpose of the packet access procedure; this table covers the case where PBCCH is present in the cell (see 3GPP TS 44.018 for the case where PBCCH is not present in the cell).

Table 7.1.2.1.1: EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST support

	Purpose of the packet access procedure
	EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST supported in the cell
	EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST not supported in the cell

	User data transfer - requested RLC mode = unacknowledged
	EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'Two-phase access'
	PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'Two-phase access' (NOTE 1)

	User data transfer - requested RLC mode = acknowledged
	EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'One-phase access' or 'Two-phase access'
	PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'Two-phase access' (NOTE 1)

	Upper layer signalling transfer (e.g. page response, cell update, MM signalling, etc)
	EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'signalling'
	PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'Two-phase access'

	Sending of a measurement report or of a PACKET CELL CHANGE FAILURE
	PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'Single block without TBF establishment' (NOTE 1)

	Sending of a PACKET PAUSE message
	PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'Single block without TBF establishment' (NOTE 1) (NOTE 2)

	Sending of an MBMS Service Request message
	PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST with access type = 'Single block MBMS access' (NOTE 1)

	NOTE 1:
The format to be used for the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message is defined by the parameter ACCESS_BURST_TYPE.

NOTE 2:
Upon the first attempt to send a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message the mobile station shall start timer T3204. If the mobile station receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message before expiry of timer T3204, the mobile station shall ignore the message.


<Next Modification>
12.24
GPRS Cell Options

The GPRS Cell Options information element is used to control a set of cell options related to GPRS.

This information element may include a nested Extension Bit information element to allow future extension of cell option parameters.

Table 12.24.1: GPRS Cell Options information element

	< GPRS Cell Options IE > ::=


< NMO : bit (2) >


< T3168 : bit (3) >


< T3192 : bit (3) >


< DRX_TIMER_MAX : bit (3) >


< ACCESS_BURST_TYPE : bit >


< CONTROL_ACK_TYPE : bit >


< BS_CV_MAX : bit (4) >


{ 0 | 1
< PAN_DEC : bit (3) >




< PAN_INC : bit (3) >




< PAN_MAX : bit (3) > }


-- Optional extension information:

{ 0 | 1
<Extension Length : bit (6)>




< bit (val(Extension Length) + 1)




& { <Extension Information > ! { bit ** = <no string> } } > } ;


	< Extension Information> : : =


{ {
-- R99 extension:


{ 0 | 1 - EGPRS supported by the cell if the choice bit is set to '1'




< EGPRS_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST : bit >





< BEP_PERIOD : bit (4) > }



< PFC_FEATURE_MODE: bit >



< DTM_SUPPORT: bit >



< BSS_PAGING_COORDINATION: bit > }


{
-- REL‑4 extension:


< CCN_ACTIVE : bit >



< NW_EXT_UTBF : bit > }


{
-- REL 6 extension:


< MULTIPLE_TBF_CAPABILITY : bit > 



< EXT_UTBF_NO_DATA : bit > 



< DTM_ENHANCEMENTS_CAPABILITY : bit >



{ 0


-- MBMS procedures not supported by the cell if the choice bit is set to '0'


| 1


-- MBMS procedures supported by the cell if the choice bit is set to '1'



< DEDICATED_MODE_MBMS_NOTIFICATION_SUPPORT: bit > 





< MNCI_SUPPORT : bit > } }

{
-- REL 7 extension:


{ 0 

      – EGPRS2 is not supported by the cell if the choice bit is set to '0'


| 1 


– EGPRS2 is supported by the cell if the choice bit is set to '1'



<Downlink EGPRS2 level : bit>




< EGPRS2_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST : bit >




< BEP_PERIOD : bit (4) > } }

< spare bit > ** } // ;


-- Extension information may be truncated between released versions of the protocol.










-- The receiver shall assume the value zero for any truncated bit.




Table 12.24.2: GPRS Cell Options information element details

	NMO (2 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the Network Mode of Operation, see 3GPP TS 23.060:

Bit
2 1
0 0
Network Mode of Operation I
0 1
Network Mode of Operation II
1 0
Network Mode of Operation III
1 1
Reserved.

	T3168 (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the timeout value of timer T3168. Range: 0 to 7. The timeout value is given as the binary value plus one in units of 500 ms.

	T3192 (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the timeout value of timer T3192. Range: 0 to 7. The timeout value is given in the following table. In the case of 0 ms, the timer is not started and the mobile station shall consider T3192 as immediately expiring and follow procedures defined in sub-clauses 9.3.2.6 and 9.3.3.5:

Bit
3 2 1
0 0 0
500 ms
0 0 1
1000 ms
0 1 0
1500 ms
0 1 1
0 ms
1 0 0
80 ms
1 0 1
120 ms
1 1 0
160 ms
1 1 1
200 ms

	DRX_TIMER_MAX (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter DRX_TIMER_MAX. Range: 0 to 7. The parameter value is given as two taken to the power of the binary value minus one (2 (bv - 1) ) in units of 1 second. The binary value zero indicates the parameter value zero (i.e, the parameter takes the values: 0, 1 s, 2 s, 4 s, .. 64 s.)

	ACCESS_BURST_TYPE (1 bit field)
The ACCESS_BURST_TYPE field indicates if the 8 or 11 bit format shall be used in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the PS HANDOVER ACCESS message, the PTCCH uplink block (3GPP TS 44.004) and in the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message when the format is four access bursts. The field is coded according to the following table:

0
8-bit format shall be used
1
11-bit format shall be used

	CONTROL_ACK_TYPE (1 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the default format of the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message:

0
default format is four access bursts
1
default format is RLC/MAC control block.

	BS_CV_MAX (4 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter BS_CV_MAX. Range: 0 to 15. The value BS_CV_MAX=0 shall be interpreted as value BS_CV_MAX=1 for calculation of T3200 and N3104max values.

	PAN_DEC (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter PAN_DEC. If the field in not included, the default value 0 shall be used. Range: 0 to 7.

	PAN_INC (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter PAN_INC. If the field in not included, the default value 0 shall be used. Range: 0 to 7.

	PAN_MAX (3 bit field)
This field defines the maximum value allowed for counter N3102.

bit
3 2 1
0 0 0
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 4
0 0 1
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 8
. . .
1 1 1
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 32

If the PAN_MAX field in not included, the default value 0 (i.e. N3102 max = 4) shall be used.

	EGPRS_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST (1 bit field)

0
EGPRS capable MSs shall use EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for uplink TBF 
establishment on the PRACH when there is a PBCCH in the cell or on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell.

1
EGPRS capable MSs shall use two phase packet access with PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message on the PRACH for uplink TBF establishment when there is a PBCCH in the cell. EGPRS capable MSs shall use two phase packet access with CHANNEL REQUEST message on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell.

	BEP_PERIOD (4 bit field)
This field contains a constant which is used for filtering channel quality measurements in EGPRS TBF mode, refer to 3GPP TS 45.008.

	PFC_FEATURE_MODE (1 bit field)

0
The network does not support packet flow context procedures. 
1
The network supports packet flow context procedures.

	DTM_SUPPORT (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the cell supports DTM or not. It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support DTM procedures. 
1
The cell supports DTM procedures. 

	CCN_ACTIVE (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether CCN is enabled in the cell or not. It is coded as follows:

0
CCN is disabled in the cell. 
1
CCN is enabled in the cell.

	NW_EXT_UTBF (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the network supports the extended uplink TBF mode: 

0
The extended uplink TBF mode is not supported by the network. 
1
The extended uplink TBF mode is supported by the network.

	BSS_PAGING_COORDINATION (1 bit field)
This field indicates the network support of CS paging co-ordination in packet transfer mode during network mode of operation II and III. This field shall be ignored by the mobile station during network mode of operation I or by a mobile station capable of DTM in a cell supporting DTM procedures, in which cases Circuit-Switched paging coordination in packet transfer mode shall be provided by the network. It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support Circuit-Switched paging coordination 
1
The cell supports Circuit-Switched paging coordination

	MULTIPLE_TBF_CAPABILITY (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether or not the cell supports multiple TBF procedures for A/Gb mode: 

0
The cell does not support multiple TBF procedures. 
1
The cell supports multiple TBF procedures.

	EXT_UTBF_NODATA (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode may refrain from sending PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK messages when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send in an uplink radio block allocated by the network.

0
The mobile station shall send a PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK message when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send in an uplink radio block allocated by the network.

1
The mobile station may refrain from sending a PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK message when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send in an uplink radio block allocated by the network.

	DTM_ENHANCEMENTS_CAPABILITY (1 bit field) 
This field indicates whether the cell supports enhanced DTM CS establishment and enhanced DTM CS release or not. It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support enhanced DTM CS establishment and enhanced DTM CS release procedures. 
1
The cell supports enhanced DTM CS establishment and enhanced DTM CS release procedures.

	DEDICATED_MODE_MBMS_NOTIFICATION_SUPPORT (1 bit field) 
This field indicates whether the cell supports Dedicated Mode MBMS Notification or not. It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support the Dedicated Mode MBMS Notification procedures. 
1
The cell supports the Dedicated Mode MBMS Notification procedures.

	MNCI_SUPPORT (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the cell supports the distribution of MBMS NEIGHBOURING CELL INFORMATION messages. It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support the distribution of MBMS NEIGHBOURING CELL INFORMATION messages
1
The cell supports the distribution of MBMS NEIGHBOURING CELL INFORMATION messages

	Downlink EGPRS2 level (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the cell supports EGPRS2-A or EGPRS2-B. If the cell supports EGPRS2-A, the mobile station supporting EGPRS2-A or EGPRS2-B can request the packet resource only for EGPRS2-A TBF establishment. If the cell supports EGPRS2-B, the mobile station supporting EGPRS2-A can request the packet resource for EGPRS2-A TBF establishment and the mobile station supporting EGPRS2-B can request the packet resource for EGPRS2-A TBF or EGPRS2-B TBF establishment. It is coded as follows:

0
EGPRS2-A is supported by the cell.

1
EGPRS2-B is supported by the cell.

	EGPRS2_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the mobile station is able to use EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for uplink EGPRS2 TBF establishment. It is coded as follows:
0
EGPRS2 capable mobile stations shall use EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for uplink EGPRS2 TBF establishment on the PRACH when there is a PBCCH in the cell or on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell. 

1
EGPRS2 capable mobile stations shall use two phase packet access with PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message on the PRACH for uplink EGPRS2 TBF establishment when there is a PBCCH in the cell. EGPRS2 capable mobile stations shall use two phase packet access with CHANNEL REQUEST message on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell.
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