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1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 would like to thank RAN2 for their Liaison Statement on inter-band mobility and potential inter-RAT interworking problem caused by overlapping UTRAN operating bands. 

It is GERAN2 understanding that: 

· Bands I, II were introduced in R99 

· Band III was introduced in Rel-5 

· Bands IV, V, VI were introduced in Rel-6 

· Band VII was introduced in Rel-7 

· Band VIII, IX are considered for Rel-7

GERAN2 understands that the linear relation between the UARFCN and frequency has led to conflicting UARFCNs for overlapping bands, and that the resulting conflicts occur between the following bands: 

· Bands I and IV 

· Bands V and VI 

· Bands III and IX 

GERAN2 would also like to emphasize that the (GSM) air interface (especially the broadcast channels) is a scarce resource that must not be wasted. Hence GERAN follows the principle that when two alternative solutions exist to a problem, one that requires the addition of explicit signalling on the (GSM) air interface and one that does not, the former one shall be dropped to avoid wastage of this scarce resource. 

It is the understanding of GERAN2 that in each case of conflict, one (or both) of the bands is (are) not yet in commercial use (although maybe expected soon). Therefore GERAN2 recommends that a renumbering of the UARFCN should be completed for one of the bands, in each of the above cases. This recommendation aligns with that proposed by RAN2 for the numbering of frequencies from bands introduced after Rel-6. 

If the above recommendation is not acceptable, GERAN2 will consider the introduction of GERAN-specific UARFCNs to be sent in the 3G neighbouring cell list, which would provide a one-to-one mapping with the corresponding UTRA FDD band in Rel-6 onwards. 

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
GERAN2 strongly urges RAN2 to consider the renumbering of the UARFCN to frequency for conflicting bands.
3. Date of Next GERAN2 Meetings:
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