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7
Transmission

7.1
Transmission architecture

A conference bridge is required to connect the transmission paths of the nominated cells. The bridge is to be located within the group call anchor MSC. The group call anchor MSC is responsible for setting up all connections, both to the nominated cells (voice group call channels) in the group call anchor MSC and in any related group call relay MSC, and to the dispatchers. Except when an originator, served by a relay MSC, is on the initial dedicated link, there shall be one link towards every relay MSC and a distribution function in the relay MSCs and from there one link per cell within the group call relay MSC which is involved in the voice group call, while the originator is on a dedicated link served by a relay MSC, there is an additional link from the anchor MSC to the relay MSC serving the originator and an additional link from the relay MSC serving the originator  to the cell serving the originator. There shall be no secondary bridges in BSCs.

While a  talker served by a relay MSC is on any other dedicated or group channel than the initial dedicated  channel , the following applies: The distribution function shall be implemented using a secondary conference bridge at the relay MSC so that VGCS talker speech sent on the current channel uplink is transmitted to local relay cells as well as being transmitted over the link back to the anchor MSC, for distribution to the rest of the network, dispatchers and nominated cells at other relay MSCs.

NOTE 1: The conference bridge shall not mute the uplink speech.

7.1a
Transmission architecture – A interface circuit sharing

7.1a.1
Transmission architecture – General

The MSC and BSC shall negotiate during the setup of a voice group call whether A-interface circuit sharing is supported by both entities. When this optional feature is supported by both entities, the same A-interface circuit can be shared for all cells belonging to a BSC for a given voice group call.

A conference bridge is required to connect the transmission paths of the nominated cells. The bridge is to be located within the group call anchor MSC. The group call anchor MSC is responsible for setting up all connections, both to the nominated cells (voice group call channels) in the group call anchor MSC and in any related group call relay MSC, and to the dispatchers

The BSC contains a distribution function that distributes speech sent from the MSC to each of the nominated cells.

7.1a.2
Transmission architecture – Control Plane

The control plane signalling shall be the same as in sub-clause 7.1.

7.1a.3
Transmission architecture – User Plane

In the case of an originator that is not on the initial dedicated link, there shall be one link from the anchor MSC towards every relay MSC. There will be one link from each of these relay MSCs and the group call anchor MSC to each BSC controlled by the respective MSC and involved in the voice group call. Each of these BSCs contains a distribution function that distributes speech received from the MSC to each cell involved in the group call.

When an originator, served by a relay MSC, is on the initial dedicated link, there is an additional link from the anchor MSC to the relay MSC serving the originator and an additional link from the relay MSC serving the originator to the cell serving the originator.

When an originator, served by an anchor MSC, is on the initial dedicated link, there shall be one link from the anchor MSC towards every relay MSC. There will be one link from each of these MSCs and the group call anchor MSC to each BSC controlled by the respective MSC and involved in the voice group call. Each of these BSCs contains a distribution function, with one link to each cell and involved in the group call. There is an additional link from the anchor MSC to the cell serving the originator.

While a talker served by an anchor MSC is on any other dedicated or group channel than the initial dedicated channel, the following distribution functions shall be implemented:

-
conference bridge at the anchor MSC so that VGCS talker speech sent on the current channel uplink is transmitted to local cells as well as being transmitted over the links to the relay MSCs, for distribution to the rest of the network, dispatchers and nominated cells at other relay MSCs;

-
distribution point at the BSC so that speech sent from the MSC is distributed to each of the nominated cells.

While a talker served by a relay MSC is on any other dedicated or group channel than the initial dedicated channel, the following distribution functions shall be implemented:

-
secondary conference bridge at the relay MSC so that VGCS talker speech sent on the current channel uplink is transmitted to local cells as well as being transmitted over the link back to the anchor MSC, for distribution to the rest of the network, dispatchers and nominated cells at other relay MSCs;

-
distribution point at the BSC so that speech sent from the MSC is distributed to each of the nominated cells.

The conference bridge shall not mute the uplink speech.
7.1b
Transmission architecture – A interface link sharing

The MSC and BSC shall negotiate during the setup of a voice group call whether A-interface link sharing is supported by both entities. When this optional feature is supported by both entities, the same A-interface link (user and control plane) can be shared for all cells belonging to a BSC for a given voice group call.

A conference bridge is required to connect the transmission paths of the nominated cells. The bridge is to be located within the group call anchor MSC. The group call anchor MSC is responsible for setting up all connections, both to the nominated cells (voice group call channels) in the group call anchor MSC and in any related group call relay MSC, and to the dispatchers. Except when an originator, served by a relay MSC, is on the initial dedicated link, there shall be one link towards every relay MSC and a distribution function in the relay MSCs and from there one link per BSC within the group call relay MSC which is involved in the voice group call, while the originator is on a dedicated link served by a relay MSC, there is an additional link from the anchor MSC to the relay MSC serving the originator and an additional link from the relay MSC serving the originator  to the cell serving the originator. 

The BSC contains a distribution function that distributes speech and signalling sent from the MSC to each of the nominated cells.
While a  talker served by a relay MSC is on any other dedicated or group channel than the initial dedicated  channel , the following applies: The distribution function shall be implemented using a secondary conference bridge at the relay MSC so that VGCS talker speech sent on the current channel uplink is transmitted to local relay BSCs, serving the local cells, as well as being transmitted over the link back to the anchor MSC, for distribution to the rest of the network, dispatchers and nominated cells at other relay MSCs.
11.3.8
Overview of signalling

In this overview, the messages required to implement the specified concept are identified, and brief details are given of each message.

A diagrammatic representation of the voice group call message structure proposed and actions required is given in figures 2 to 7d.
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NOTE: 
The messages CLEAR CMD, CLEAR COM, etc., are used to release the radio and terrestrial resources for the cell serving the talker. The same message flow applies for all cause values different from "call control", and "radio interface failure".

Figure 6.5: Uplink release for the talker on group call channel after equipment failure (TRX, PCM …)

The BSC shall send the message UPLINK RELEASE INDICATION with cause value "equipment failure" or another appropriate cause value, if a failure concerning the cell that is serving the talker was detected and the radio and terrestrial resources related to this cell shall be released (see figure 6.5). After receipt of the UPLINK RELEASE INDICATION message the MSC shall send a CLEAR COMMAND message for the respective cell. The BSC does not send CLEAR REQUEST in addition to UPLINK RELEASE INDICATION in order to avoid conflicts.
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NOTE: 
The messages CLEAR CMD, CLEAR COM, etc., are used to release the radio and terrestrial resources for the cell not serving the talker. The same message flow applies also for all other cause values. 

Figure 6.6: Release after equipment failure (TRX, PCM …) concerning a cell that is not serving the talker
The BSC shall send the message CLEAR REQUEST with cause value "equipment failure" or another appropriate cause value, if a failure concerning a cell not serving the talker was detected and the resources related to this cell shall be released (see figure 6.6). After receipt of the CLEAR REQUEST message the MSC shall send a CLEAR COMMAND message for the respective cell. 
In case of A-interface link sharing the BSC shall send the message CLEAR REQUEST with cause value "equipment failure" or another appropriate cause value, if a failure concerning all cells included in the VGCS/VBS call was detected and the resources related to this BSC shall be released (see figure 6.6). After receipt of the CLEAR REQUEST message the MSC shall send a CLEAR COMMAND message for the respective BSC.
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