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Fast TBF Reallocation

1. Introduction

Providing an MS with the option of quickly switching from sending uplink payload associated with PFI X to uplink payload associated with PFI Y on a given uplink TBF is considered. The key characteristics associated with this new feature are as follows:

· An MS may include PFI in the header of an RLC data block to provide a BSS with an indication that it has reallocated an ongoing uplink TBF to a PFC that is different from the PFC currently using that uplink TBF.

· An MS may only use this feature (Fast TBF Reallocation) if contention resolution is not ongoing in the MS, the PFCs use the same RLC mode and broadcast information indicates the feature is supported by the BSS. 

· When PFI is included in the header of an RLC data block it is not necessary for the MS to also include the TLLI in the header of the same RLC data block.

· The first RLC data block in which the MS includes a PFI to indicate TBF reallocation need not necessarily contain payload associated with the new PFC. 

· An MS shall perform TBF reallocation such that it first completes the LLC PDU associated with PFC X before starting to send an LLC PDU associated with PFC Y. 

· An MS may include PFI in the header of one or more RLC data blocks to help ensure that the BSS receives the notice of uplink TBF reallocation.

· The BSS may choose to either send or not send a TBF reallocation message (i.e. Packet Uplink Assignment message or a Packet Timeslot Reconfigure message) in response to receiving a Fast TBF Reallocation indication from an MS. If the BSS sends a TBF reallocation message the MS would treat it as an unsolicited message. 

· The primary application of this feature is seen to be for mobile stations that only support a single uplink TBF where the MS determines that PFC Y is very delay sensitive and may have bandwidth requirements that are significantly different from PFC X. 

· The advantages of using Fast TBF Reallocation over sending a PRR are as follows:

· The use of TBF bandwidth for sending user plane information can be maximized in both the uplink and downlink (i.e. a PRR is not required on the uplink and a PUA may not be necessary on the downlink).

· For the case where extended uplink TBF mode is used, uplink user plane payload associated with PFC Y can be started more quickly for the case where there is a real time gap between the last RLC data block used to send payload for PFC X and the first RLC data block used to send payload for PFC Y.

2. Proposed Changes to 44.060

Text in 44.060 is considered below with proposed modifications that describe how support for Fast TBF Reallocation can be introduced.

7
Medium Access Control (MAC) procedures on PCCCH

7.0
General

The establishment of a Temporary Block Flow (TBF) can be initiated by either the mobile station or the network.

The request for establishment of a TBF on PCCCH, if allocated in the cell, is described in this sub-clause. If no PCCCH is allocated in the cell, the establishment of a TBF occurs on CCCH as described in 3GPP TS 44.018.

For mobile stations in packet idle mode on PCCCH, measurement reports messages are sent on temporary fixed allocations without the establishment of an uplink TBF (see sub-clause 7.3).

7.0a
Support of multiple TBF procedures 

If the mobile station supports multiple TBF procedures, the mobile station shall indicate its support in the Multiple TBF Capability field in the MS Radio Access Capability 2 IE. If the network supports multiple TBF procedures, the network shall indicate its support in the Multiple TBF Capability field in the GPRS Cell Options IE.

If both the network and the mobile station support multiple TBF procedures, and if more than one request is received from upper layers to transfer upper layer PDUs for more than one PFC before the packet access procedure can be initiated by the mobile station, then the mobile station may initiate a packet access procedure requesting multiple TBFs. 

During multiple TBF procedures in sub-clause 7:

-
The mobile station shall support the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message to request a single uplink TBF. 

-
The mobile station may send the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message to request multiple uplink TBFs in the second phase of a two-phase access. 

-
The network shall support the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message to assign a single uplink TBF.

-
The network may send the MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message to assign one or more uplink TBFs to a mobile station that requested multiple TBFs in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. In this sub-clause this message shall only be sent in response to a multiple uplink resource request in the second part of a two-phase access. 

7.0b
Support of the Fast TBF Reallocation Procedure 

The network shall indicate its support for the Fast TBF Reallocation procedure in the Fast TBF Reallocation field in the GPRS Cell Options IE. If both the network and the MS support the Fast TBF Reallocation procedure an MS may include PFI in the header of an RLC data block to provide a BSS with an indication that it has reallocated an ongoing uplink TBF to a PFC that is different from the PFC currently using that uplink TBF (i.e. the MS makes an autonomous decision to reallocate an ongoing uplink TBF to support the new PFC).
8.1.1.1.2
Resource Reallocation for Uplink

The mobile station and the network are not allowed to change the RLC mode nor TBF mode of an already established TBF during resource reallocation. Change of RLC mode or TBF mode shall be achieved through release of on-going TBF and establishment of a new TBF with the newly requested RLC mode or TBF mode.

During an uplink packet transfer, upper layers may request to transfer another upper layer PDU with a different PFI, a different Radio Priority, a different peak throughput class or a different RLC mode than the one which is in transfer. An upper layer PDU containing signalling shall be treated as having the highest Radio Priority, and the acknowledged RLC mode shall be used.

If the mobile station and the network both support the Fast TBF Reallocation procedure the mobile station may use an ongoing uplink TBF to send a Fast TBF Reallocation indication to the BSS according to the following conditions:

· A mobile station may only send a Fast TBF Reallocation indication if it has not started the countdown procedure or the TBF is operated in the extended uplink TBF mode (see sub-clause 9.3.1b) and it has decided to reallocate an ongoing uplink TBF to a new PFC (i.e. a PFC that is different from the PFC currently using that uplink TBF).

· A mobile station shall not send a Fast TBF Reallocation indication if contention resolution is ongoing in the mobile station or if the new PFC uses an RLC mode that is different from the current PFC. 
· A mobile station sends a Fast TBF reallocation indication to reallocate an ongoing uplink TBF as follows:
· A mobile station may include the PFI of the new PFC in the header of one or more RLC data blocks sent on the uplink TBF to be reallocated.
· A mobile station shall consider an ongoing uplink TBF to be reallocated to a new PFC after sending one RLC data block containing the PFI of the new PFC. 
· A mobile station may start including the PFI of the new PFC in the header of an RLC data block sent before starting or when starting the transmission of the first higher layer PDU associated with the new PFC.
· A mobile station may stop including the PFI of the new PFC in the header of RLC data blocks when it receives confirmation that the network has received one or more of the RLC data blocks for which PFI was included.
· When a mobile station has reallocated an ongoing uplink TBF to a new PFC it shall not send a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST to request resources for that PFC until that uplink TBF is either reallocated to another PFC or is released.

If the mobile station or the network does not support multiple TBF procedures the following procedures apply:

-
If the mobile station has not started the countdown procedure or the TBF is operated in the extended uplink TBF mode (see sub-clause 9.3.1b) and the new upper layer PDU has the same RLC mode as the current uplink TBF and either a higher radio priority or the same radio priority but a higher peak throughput class, the mobile station shall immediately request a resource reallocation for uplink according to the new Radio Priority and peak throughput class of the new upper layer PDU by sending a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message on the PACCH and starting timer T3168 for the uplink TBF requested in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. Then the mobile station shall complete the transmission of the current upper layer PDU.

-
If the new upper layer PDU has the same RLC mode as the current uplink TBF and either a lower Radio Priority or the same radio priority but a lower peak throughput class, the mobile station shall first complete the sending of the upper layer PDU in transfer. When the sending of upper layer PDUs at the higher Radio Priority or the same radio priority but higher peak throughput class stops, without waiting for the acknowledgement from the network if in RLC acknowledged mode, the mobile station shall then perform the request of a resource reallocation for uplink for any remaining upper layer PDU(s) by sending a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message on the PACCH and start timer T3168 for the uplink TBF requested in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. If the new upper layer PDU does not have the same RLC mode as the current uplink TBF but has a higher radio priority, the mobile station shall complete the transmission of the current upper layer PDU using the countdown procedure including acknowledgement from the network, if in RLC acknowledged mode. If the TBF is operated in non-extended uplink TBF mode, the mobile station shall then release the TBF and establish a new uplink TBF for transmission of the new upper layer PDU. If the TBF is operated in extended uplink TBF mode (see sub-clause 9.3.1b), the mobile station shall use the procedure in sub-clause 8.1.1.6 for changing the RLC mode. When the sending of upper layer PDUs with a higher radio priority is completed using the countdown procedure, including acknowledgement from the network if in RLC acknowledged mode, the mobile station shall try to establish an uplink TBF for the transmission of any remaining upper layer PDU(s).

-
If the mobile station has not started the countdown procedure or the TBF is operated in the extended uplink TBF mode (see sub-clause 9.3.1b) and the new upper layer PDU does not have the same PFI as the current uplink TBF, the mobile station shall immediately request a resource reallocation for uplink with the new PFI by sending a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message on the PACCH and starting timer T3168 for the uplink TBF requested in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. Then the mobile station shall complete the transmission of the current upper layer PDU.

If both the mobile station and the network support multiple TBF procedures the following procedures apply:

-
The mobile station shall initiate a request for one or more new uplink TBFs when it has upper layer PDUs associated with one or more PFIs for which there are no ongoing uplink TBFs. In this case it sends a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message on the PACCH and starts an instance of timer T3168 for each uplink TBF requested. 

-
All ongoing uplink TBFs shall continue to operate using their currently allocated resources.

On receipt of the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message the network shall respond by sending either an uplink assignment message (e.g. PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT,  PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE) or a PACKET ACCESS REJECT message to the mobile station on the downlink PACCH.

On receipt of a Fast TBF Reallocation indication the network may respond by sending an uplink assignment message (e.g. PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT,  PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE) to the mobile station on the downlink PACCH. The mobile station shall treat this as an unsolicited uplink assignment message.  During the reallocation TFI is allowed to be changed. A mobile station that supports multiple TBF procedures shall act on the uplink assignment message as defined in sub-clause 8.1.2.5.
If the mobile station or the network does not support multiple TBF procedures, then after the transmission of the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message with the reason for changing PFI, the priority or peak throughput class of an assigned uplink TBF the mobile station shall continue to use the currently assigned uplink TBF assuming that the requested priority or peak throughput class is already assigned to that TBF.

If both the mobile station and the network support multiple TBF procedures, then after transmission of a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message the mobile station shall maintain its ongoing uplink TBFs using their currently allocated TBF parameters.

On receipt of an uplink assignment message (e.g. PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT,  PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message) sent in response to a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message the mobile station shall stop timer T3168 for each uplink TBF assigned in the assignment message and switch to the assigned PDCHs. A mobile station that supports multiple TBF procedures shall act on the uplink assignment message as defined in sub-clause 8.1.2.5.
If the mobile station or the network does not support multiple TBF procedures, the mobile station is then not allowed to send new PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST messages until either a new packet transfer request is received from the upper layers or when sending of upper layer PDU(s) at a lower Radio Priority has to be continued.

If the mobile station or the network does not support multiple TBF procedures, upon expiry of timer T3168 the mobile station shall retransmit the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message unless the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message has already been transmitted four times in which case the mobile station shall perform an abnormal release with access retry (see sub-clause 8.7.2).

If both the mobile station and the network support multiple TBF procedures, then upon expiry of all instances of timer T3168 the mobile station shall retransmit the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message to request resources for those uplink TBFs that did not receive an uplink assignment unless the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message has already been transmitted four times without receiving any uplink assignment in response. In this case the mobile station shall perform an abnormal release with access retry (see sub-clause 8.7.2).

If no assignment message (e.g. PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message) addressing any requested uplink TBF is received before the mobile station has completed its currently assigned TBFs the mobile station shall stop all instances of timer T3168.

The network may at any time during uplink packet transfer initiate a change of resources by sending on the downlink PACCH monitored by the MS, an unsolicited uplink assignment message (e.g. PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message) to the mobile station. During the reallocation, TFI is allowed to be changed. A mobile station that supports multiple TBF procedures shall act on the uplink assignment message as defined in sub-clause 8.1.2.5.
On receipt of a PACKET ACCESS REJECT message, the mobile station shall stop timer T3168, if running, for the TBFs rejected in the PACKET ACCESS REJECT message, abort the uplink TBFs and indicate a packet access failure to the upper layer associated with each rejected TBF. If no more uplink or downlink TBFs exist, the mobile station in packet transfer mode shall return to packet idle mode; the mobile station in dual transfer mode shall return to dedicated mode. The DRX mode procedures shall be applied, as specified in sub-clause 5.5.1.5.

If the PACKET ACCESS REJECT message contains a WAIT_INDICATION field in a Reject structure addressed to the mobile station, the mobile station shall:

-
If the mobile station or the network does not support multiple TBF procedures, start timer T3172 and if the mobile station has additional RLC data blocks to transmit, it shall initiate a new uplink TBF establishment, but the mobile station is not allowed to make a new attempt for an uplink TBF establishment in the same cell until timer T3172 expires, it may, however, attempt an uplink TBF establishment in an other cell after successful cell reselection. The mobile station may attempt to enter the dedicated mode in the same cell before timer T3172 has expired. During the time T3172 is running, the mobile station shall ignore all received PACKET PAGING REQUEST messages except paging request to trigger RR connection establishment.

-
If both the mobile station and the network support multiple TBF procedures the mobile station shall start one instance of timer T3172 for each uplink TBF that was rejected. All TBFs in progress that are not rejected shall be maintained. The mobile station is not allowed to attempt re-establishment of a rejected uplink TBF in the same cell until its associated instance of timer T3172 expires. It may, however, attempt re-establishment of a rejected uplink TBF in another cell after successful cell reselection. The mobile station may attempt to enter the dedicated mode in the same cell before all instances of timer T3172 have expired. During the time one or more instances of T3172 are running, the mobile station shall ignore all received PACKET PAGING REQUEST messages except paging request to trigger RR connection establishment.

The value of the WAIT_INDICATION field (i.e. timer T3172) relates to the cell from which it was received.

12.24
GPRS Cell Options

The GPRS Cell Options information element is used to control a set of cell options related to GPRS.

This information element may include a nested Extension Bit information element to allow future extension of cell option parameters.

Table 12.24.1: GPRS Cell Options information element

	< GPRS Cell Options IE > ::=


< NMO : bit (2) >


< T3168 : bit (3) >


< T3192 : bit (3) >


< DRX_TIMER_MAX : bit (3) >


< ACCESS_BURST_TYPE : bit >


< CONTROL_ACK_TYPE : bit >


< BS_CV_MAX : bit (4) >


{ 0 | 1
< PAN_DEC : bit (3) >




< PAN_INC : bit (3) >




< PAN_MAX : bit (3) > }


-- Optional extension information:

{ 0 | 1
<Extension Length : bit (6)>




< bit (val(Extension Length) + 1)




& { <Extension Information > ! { bit ** = <no string> } } > } ;


	< Extension Information> : : =


{ {
-- R99 extension:


{ 0 | 1 – EGPRS supported by the cell if the choice bit is set to '1'




< EGPRS_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST : bit >





< BEP_PERIOD : bit (4) > }



< PFC_FEATURE_MODE: bit >



< DTM_SUPPORT: bit >



< BSS_PAGING_COORDINATION: bit > }


{
-- REL‑4 extension:


< CCN_ACTIVE : bit >



< NW_EXT_UTBF : bit > }


{
-- REL 6 extension:


< MULTIPLE_TBF_CAPABILITY : bit > 

                             
            < EXT_UTBF_NODATA : bit > 
< FAST_TBF_REALLOCATION : bit > }


< spare bit > ** } // ;

-- Extension information may be truncated between released versions of the protocol.










-- The receiver shall assume the value zero for any truncated bit.



	


Table 12.24.2: GPRS Cell Options information element details

	NMO (2 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the Network Mode of Operation, see 3GPP TS 23.060:

Bit
2 1
0 0
Network Mode of Operation I
0 1
Network Mode of Operation II
1 0
Network Mode of Operation III
1 1
Reserved.

	T3168 (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the timeout value of timer T3168. Range: 0 to 7. The timeout value is given as the binary value plus one in units of 500 ms.

	T3192 (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the timeout value of timer T3192. Range: 0 to 7. The timeout value is given in the following table. In the case of 0 ms, the timer is not started and the mobile station shall consider T3192 as immediately expiring and follow procedures defined in sub-clauses 9.3.2.6 and 9.3.3.5:

Bit
3 2 1
0 0 0
500 ms
0 0 1
1000 ms
0 1 0
1500 ms
0 1 1
0 ms
1 0 0
80 ms
1 0 1
120 ms
1 1 0
160 ms
1 1 1
200 ms

	DRX_TIMER_MAX (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter DRX_TIMER_MAX. Range: 0 to 7. The parameter value is given as two taken to the power of the binary value minus one (2 (bv - 1) ) in units of 1 second. The binary value zero indicates the parameter value zero (i.e, the parameter takes the values: 0, 1 s, 2 s, 4 s, .. 64 s.)

	ACCESS_BURST_TYPE (1 bit field)
The ACCESS_BURST_TYPE field indicates if the 8 or 11 bit format shall be used in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the PTCCH uplink block (3GPP TS 44.004) and in the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message when the format is four access bursts. The field is coded according to the following table:

0
8-bit format shall be used
1
11-bit format shall be used

	CONTROL_ACK_TYPE (1 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the default format of the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message:

0
default format is four access bursts
1
default format is RLC/MAC control block.

	BS_CV_MAX (4 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter BS_CV_MAX. Range: 0 to 15. The value BS_CV_MAX=0 shall be interpreted as value BS_CV_MAX=1 for calculation of T3200 and N3104max values.

	PAN_DEC (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter PAN_DEC. If the field in not included, the default value 0 shall be used. Range: 0 to 7.

	PAN_INC (3 bit field)
This field is the binary representation of the parameter PAN_INC. If the field in not included, the default value 0 shall be used. Range: 0 to 7.

	PAN_MAX (3 bit field)
This field defines the maximum value allowed for counter N3102.

bit
3 2 1
0 0 0
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 4
0 0 1
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 8
. . .
1 1 1
maximum value allowed for counter N3102 is 32

If the PAN_MAX field in not included, the default value 0 (i.e. N3102 max = 4) shall be used.

	EGPRS_PACKET_CHANNEL_REQUEST (1 bit field)

0
EGPRS capable MSs shall use EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for uplink TBF 
establishment on the PRACH when there is a PBCCH in the cell or on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell.

1
EGPRS capable MSs shall use two phase packet access with PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message on the PRACH for uplink TBF establishment when there is a PBCCH in the cell. EGPRS capable MSs shall use two phase packet access with CHANNEL REQUEST message on the RACH when there is no PBCCH in the cell.

	BEP_PERIOD (4 bit field)
This field contains the bit error probability (BEP) filter averaging period, refer to 3GPP TS 45.008.

	PFC_FEATURE_MODE (1 bit field)

0
The network does not support packet flow context procedures. 
1
The network supports packet flow context procedures.

	DTM_SUPPORT (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the cell supports DTM or not. It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support DTM procedures. 
1
The cell supports DTM procedures. 

	CCN_ACTIVE (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether CCN is enabled in the cell or not. It is coded as follows:

0
CCN is disabled in the cell. 
1
CCN is enabled in the cell.

	NW_EXT_UTBF (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the network supports the extended uplink TBF mode: 

0
The extended uplink TBF mode is not supported by the network. 
1
The extended uplink TBF mode is supported by the network.

	BSS_PAGING_COORDINATION(1 bit field)
This field indicates the network support of CS paging co-ordination in packet transfer mode during network mode of operation II and III. This field shall be ignored by the mobile station during network mode of operation I.It is coded as follows:

0
The cell does not support Circuit-Switched paging coordination 
1
The cell supports Circuit-Switched paging coordination

	MULTIPLE_TBF_CAPABILITY (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether or not the cell supports multiple TBF procedures for A/Gb mode: 

0
The cell does not support multiple TBF procedures. 
1
The cell supports multiple TBF procedures.

	EXT_UTBF_NODATA (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether the mobile station during extended uplink TBF mode may refrain from sending PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK messages when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send in an uplink radio block allocated by the network.

0
The mobile station shall send a PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK message when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send in an uplink radio block allocated by the network.

1
The mobile station may refrain from sending a PACKET UPLINK DUMMY CONTROL BLOCK message when there is no other RLC/MAC block ready to send in an uplink radio block allocated by the network.

	FAST_TBF_REALLOCATION (1 bit field)
This field indicates whether or not the cell supports the Fast TBF Reallocation procedure for A/Gb mode: 

0
The cell does not support the Fast TBF Reallocation procedure. 
1
The cell supports the Fast TBF Reallocation procedure.


3. Conclusion

Adopt the introduction of the Fast TBF Reallocation procedure as an optional feature for mobile stations and networks. Networks can indicate support for this feature as of R6 whereas mobile stations may choose to support this feature as a release independent feature (i.e. there is no need for an MS to provide the network with an indication of whether or not it supports this feature).
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