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1. 
Introduction

TSG GERAN WG2 kindly requests the opinion of TSG CN WG1 to allow the GERAN to complete the mechanism that provisions the BSS, with the capabilities of the MS, to allow PS handover to UTRAN.   

There are two approaches to allow the BSS to acquire the UTRAN related information required to perform an inter system handover for a MS from GERAN to UTRAN, and these are summarised below:

· The first and preferred approach would require modification to the Routeing Area Updating Request and Attach Request messages to include the UE Capabilities and Start_PS parameters. These parameters would be stored in the SGSN and passed to the BSS when required. 

· The second approach, that does not affect the GMM signalling, would be that the UE Capabilities and Start_PS parameters are passed across the radio between the MS and the BSS. This approach is not preferred because new signalling messages would need to be defined on the radio and more critically a new mechanism would be required to allow segmentation of the uplink RLC control signalling which would be very complex and therefore should, if at all possible, be avoided. 

As CN WG1 will be aware the first approach is currently used to pass the MS RAC (the GERAN equivalent of the UE Capabilities) from the MS to the BSS because of the transfer of this quantity of information in the RLC control signalling would be problematic. 

The reason the same approach was not proposed for the UTRAN, to transfer the UE Capabilities from the UE to the RNC, is because the restriction of radio layer control signalling in UTRAN is much larger than that in GERAN.

2. 
Actions

To: CN WG1

ACTION: 

TSG GERAN WG2 kindly requests that TSG CN WG1 discusses the issue and preferred solution, and informs GERAN2 of any problems associated with the preferred approach.
3. 
Date of Next GERAN2 Meetings:
TSG GERAN #22


8th-12th November 2004
Cape Town, SA

TSG GERAN2 Rel-6 Adhoc (tbc)
13th-17th December 2004
tbd

TSG GERAN #23


24th-28th January 2005

tbd

