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	The Service Handover IE in the ASSIGNMENT REQUEST message is enables the MSC to signal some kind of preference of RAT for that call.

The codepoints ‘Handover to UTRAN or cdma2000 should not be performed’ and ‘Handover to UTRAN or cdma2000 shall not be performed’ do have a unambiguous meaning. 

On the other hand ‘Handover to UTRAN or cdma2000 should be performed’ it is not clear from MSC point of view. The specification do not say how the BSS behaves since the handover decision algorithm is purely implementation specific:

A) The BSS can interpret that as a ‘shall if possible’ and service handover to UTRAN is performed immediately (Of course when UTRAN cells are available only). 

B) The BSS can interpret that as a wish which has not so much priority.
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3.2.2.75
Service Handover

The Service Handover defines information to use for handover to UTRAN or cdma2000. It is coded as follows:

	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	Element identifier
	octet 1

	Length
	octet 2

	Service Handover information
	octet 3


Octet 2 is a binary indication of the length of the remainder of the element in octets.

Service Handover information is coded as follows:

Bits 4-8: Spare.

Bits 1 - 3:

3 2 1

0 0 0 
Handover to UTRAN or cdma2000 should be performed


Handover to UTRAN or cdma2000 is preferred. The handover evaluation of the target cell for handovers 


shall take into account the essentiality of UTRAN or cdma2000.  

0 0 1 
Handover to UTRAN or cdma2000 should not be performed


Handover to GSM is preferred. The handover evaluation of the target cell for handovers 


shall take into account the preference for GSM.

0 1 0 
Handover to UTRAN or cdma2000 shall not be performed


Handover to UTRAN or cdma2000 is not allowed.

All other values are interpreted as no information available for service based handover.
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