Page 8



3GPP TSG-GERAN Meeting #11bis 
Tdoc (
020712

Atlanta, USA, 7-11 October 2002

CR-Form-v7

CHANGE REQUEST



(

44.060
CR
235
(

rev
3
(

Current version:
5.3.0
(




For HELP on using this form, see bottom of this page or look at the pop-up text over the (
 symbols.



Proposed change affects:
(

UICC apps(


ME
x
Radio Access Network
X
Core Network




Title:
(

Improving reliability of reallocation procedures




Source:
(

Mitsubishi Electric Telecom Europe, Matsushita Communication




Work item code:
(

GPRS

Date: (

26/09/2002







Category:
(

F

Release: (

REL-5


Use one of the following categories:
F  (correction)
A  (corresponds to a correction in an earlier release)
B  (addition of feature), 
C  (functional modification of feature)
D  (editorial modification)

Detailed explanations of the above categories can
be found in 3GPP TR 21.900.
Use one of the following releases:
2
(GSM Phase 2)
R96
(Release 1996)
R97
(Release 1997)
R98
(Release 1998)
R99
(Release 1999)
Rel-4
(Release 4)
Rel-5
(Release 5)
Rel-6
(Release 6)




Reason for change:
(

A mobile station shall act on an assignment message correctly received but if the S/P bit was set in this message, there are some cases in which the network may not receive the polling response (bad radio conditions…), or the MS is unable to transmit the PCA (reading of system information messages…). Moreover, The mobile may send the polling response but not act on the allocation message in case it is synctactically incorrect. Therefore, relying on the reception of the polling response to know if the reallocation procedure completed with success may lead to unacceptable failures.

One of the conclusions from the Adhoc Meeting on contention resolution held the 20-21/11/2000 at Velizy was that the PCA has to be considered as a low layer acknowledgement of RLC/MAC control blocks, thus giving no indication about the mobile station behaviour on reception of the control message resulting from the re-assembly process. Unfortunately this common understanding reached during this meeting has never been captured clearly in the recommendations before. 
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Referencing section 10.4.5 each time it is needed to clarify the requirements the mobile station shall follow.

Stating in 10.4.5 that the PCA is a low layer acknowledgement which gives no indication about the mobile station behaviour on the control message in which is it polled. Moreover, this acknowledgement  may be lost due to BCCH/PBCCH reading while in packet transfer mode. So it cannot be used as a reliable way to know if a procedure completed with success or not.
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7.1.2.3
Contention resolution at one phase access

The TLLI is used to uniquely identify the mobile station when sending on uplink. Every RLC data block that is sent on the TBF shall include the TLLI of the mobile station, until the contention resolution is completed on the mobile station side. If MCS-7, MCS-8 or MCS-9 is used for the transmission of the TLLI in EGPRS TBF mode (i.e. the RLC/MAC block is carrying two RLC data blocks), the TLLI shall be inserted in both RLC data blocks. The TLLI shall also be included in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST and the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES messages, if those are sent during the contention resolution.

The retransmission of an RLC data block shall include the TLLI (or the TLLI and the PFI field), if the RLC data block was originally transmitted including these fields, also if the retransmission occurs after the completion of the contention resolution.

At sending of the first RLC data block, the mobile station shall stop timer T3164, set counter N3104 to 1, and start timer T3166. The counter N3104 shall be stepped each time the mobile station sends an RLC data block.

The network shall respond by including the TLLI in the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message after the first correctly received RLC data block that comprises the TLLI. In EGPRS TBF mode, the network may instead respond by addressing the mobile station with the TFI of the assigned TBF and including the TLLI (in the CONTENTION_RESOLUTION_TLLI field) in a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, if the resources allocated for the TBF need to be reallocated (see clauses 8.1.1.1.2, 8.1.1.3.1 and 8.1.1.3.2).

The contention resolution is completed on the network side when the network receives an RLC data block that comprises the TLLI value that identifies the mobile station and the TFI value associated with the TBF.

The contention resolution is successfully completed on the mobile station side when the mobile station receives a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message addressing the mobile station with the TFI value associated with the uplink TBF and including the same TLLI value that the mobile station has included in the RLC header of the first RLC data blocks, or alternatively, in EGPRS TBF mode, a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message addressing the mobile station with the TFI value associated with the uplink TBF and including the same TLLI value that the mobile station included in the RLC header of the first RLC data blocks. The mobile shall then stop timer T3166 and counter N3104.

The contention resolution has failed on the mobile station side when the counter N3104 reaches its maximum value, or timer T3166 expires. The contention resolution also fails, if the mobile station receives a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message or in EGPRS TBF mode alternatively a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message addressing the mobile station with the TFI associated with the uplink TBF and including a TLLI value other than that the mobile station included in the RLC header of the first RLC data blocks.In case a valid RRBP field is received as part of the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message or in EGPRS TBF mode alternatively as part of the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, the mobile station shall act according to subclause 10.4.5.
In case of a contention resolution failure on the mobile station side, the mobile station shall reset the counter N3104 and stop timer T3166, if not expired. The mobile station shall stop transmitting on the TBF and reinitiate the packet access procedure, unless the packet access procedure has already been attempted four times. In that case, a TBF failure has occurred, see clause 7.2.2.

7.1.2.3a
RLC/MAC procedures during contention resolution

During the contention resolution, the mobile station may receive a non-distribution RLC/MAC control message addressing the mobile station by TLLI, or the TFI value associated with the uplink TBF. The mobile station shall act on that message using the procedure defined for the message when it is received in packet transfer mode during operation on an uplink TBF (see clause 8), with the following restrictions:

-
The mobile station shall not accept a PACKET MEASUREMENT ORDER message, a PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message and a PACKET POWER CONTROL/TIMING ADVANCE message addressing the mobile station with the TFI value associated with the uplink TBF;

-
The mobile station shall not accept a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT or a PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message.

If a valid RRBP field is received as part of the RLC/MAC control block, the mobile station shall transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the uplink radio block specified according to clause 10.4.5. 
In either case, the mobile station shall continue with the contention resolution on the uplink TBF, till it either completes successfully or fails, or that the uplink TBF is released as a result of the procedure defined for the message that is received.

=================================next modification=====================================

7.1.3
TBF establishment using two phase access

The two phase access procedure defined in this clause, is applicable also in the case when no PCCCH is provided in the cell. For that case, the first phase is defined in 3GPP TS 44.018.

7.1.3.1
Initiation of the Packet resource request procedure

In the first phase of a two phase access in a cell provided with a PCCCH, the same procedures as for one phase access are used until the network sends a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message including a Single Block Allocation struct or Multi Block Allocation struct, denoting two phase access to the mobile station. The Multi Block Allocation struct may be used only if the mobile station has EGPRS capability (i.e. the network received an EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message from the mobile station). In the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, the network reserves a limited resource on one PDCH to the mobile station where the mobile station may transmit a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message and optionally an ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message.

If PCCCH is provided in the cell, a two phase access can be initiated:

-
by the network by ordering the mobile station to send a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. The order is sent implicitly to the mobile station in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message by including either the Single Block Allocation struct or Multi Block Allocation struct;

-
by a mobile station, by requiring a two phase access in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message. In this case, if access is granted, the network shall order the mobile station to send a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. The order is sent implicitly to the mobile station in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message by including the Single Block Allocation struct or Multi Block Allocation struct.

If no PCCCH is provided in the cell, a two phase access can be initiated:

-
by the network or by a mobile station, as defined in 3GPP TS 44.018.

When the mobile station has received the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message it shall respond with a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message in the first allocated radio block.

A mobile station supporting EGPRS shall indicate the EGPRS capability in the MS Radio Access Capability IE of the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message.

When the mobile station switches to the assigned PDCH, it shall take the power control parameters received in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message into account, perform signal strength measurements and apply output power control procedures as they are defined for packet transfer mode (see 3GPP TS 45.008).

At sending of the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message, the mobile station shall start timer T3168. Further more, the mobile station shall not respond to PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT messages - but may acknowledge such messages if they contain a valid RRBP field (see subclause 10.4.5) ( while timer T3168 is running.

The mobile station may request an open-ended or a close-ended TBF. If a close-ended TBF is requested, the number of octets of user data that the MS has to transfer in the TBF shall be indicated in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message.

=================================next modification=====================================

7.4.1
Cell Change Order procedure initiated on PCCCH

The network may initiate the cell change order procedure by sending a PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message in a PCCCH block monitored by the mobile station. No TBF shall be established.

The PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message contains:

-
The characteristics of the new cell that are necessary to identify it (i.e. BSIC + BCCH frequency);

-
The NC measurement parameters valid for the mobile station in the new cell (NETWORK_CONTROL_ORDER and optionally: NC_NON_DRX_PERIOD, NC_REPORTING_PERIOD_I and NC_REPORTING_PERIOD_T).

For a multi-RAT mobile station, the PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message may contain information on a 3G target cell; in the case of UTRAN, the establishment of channel(s) and subsequent measurement reporting are defined in 3GPP TS 25.331.

If the mobile station is not involved in an RR connection, upon receipt of the PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message, the mobile station shall stop all relevant RLC/MAC timers except for timers related to measurement reporting and start timer T3174. The mobile station shall then switch to the specified new cell and obey the relevant RLC/MAC procedures on this new cell. If a valid RRBP field was received in the PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message then the MS shall send a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDMENT message in the reserved uplink radio block specified by the RRBP field (see subclause 10.4.5) before switching to the new cell. If the timers related to measurement reporting expire while the reselection procedure has not yet been completed, these timers shall be restarted so that the mobile station resumes the measurement reporting procedures once camped on the new cell. The mobile station shall obey the PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message irrespective of whether or not the mobile station has any knowledge of the relative synchronisation of the target cell to the serving cell. A UTRAN capable mobile station shall obey the command irrespective of whether the cell is known or not known (see 3GPP TS 25.133 and 3GPP TS 25.123).

If the mobile station is involved in an RR connection, the mobile station shall ignore the PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message.

The procedure for completion of the cell change order is defined in clause 8.4.1 and abnormal procedures are defined in clause 8.4.2.

=================================next modification=====================================

8.1.1.4
Network initiated release of uplink TBF

The network may initiate release of an uplink TBF by transmitting a PACKET TBF RELEASE message to the mobile station on the PACCH. A cause value indicates the reason for release.

If the cause value is “Normal release” the mobile station shall continue to the next upper layer PDU boundary, starting the count down procedure (see subclause 9.3.1) at whatever value of CV is appropriate to count down to zero at the upper layer PDU boundary, and then release the uplink TBF according to the procedures in subclause 9.3.2.3 or 9.3.3.3. If the mobile station has more upper layer PDU(s) to send, the mobile station may initiate the establishment of a new uplink TBF as defined in subclause 7.1, 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 7.2 or 8.1.2.5.

If the cause value is "Abnormal Release" the mobile station shall abort the uplink TBF and perform an abnormal release with access retry (see subclause 8.7.2, 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 8.8.3). If a valid RRBP field is received as part of the PACKET TBF RELEASE message, the mobile station shall transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the uplink radio block specified according to subclause 10.4.5.

=================================next modification=====================================

8.1.2.8
Network initiated abnormal release of downlink TBF

The network may initiate immediate abnormal release of a downlink TBF by transmitting a PACKET TBF RELEASE message to the mobile station on the PACCH.

The mobile station shall immediately stop monitoring its assigned downlink PDCHs. If a valid RRBP field is received as part of the PACKET TBF RELEASE message, the mobile station shall transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message in the uplink radio block specified according to subclause 10.4.5.

In A/Gb mode, if there is no on-going uplink TBF, the mobile station in packet transfer mode shall enter packet idle mode; the mobile station in dual transfer mode shall enter dedicated mode. If there is an on-going uplink TBF, the mobile station shall remain in its current mode i.e. packet transfer mode or dual transfer mode. The DRX mode procedures shall be applied, as specified in subclause 5.5.1.5.

In Iu mode, if no on-going uplink TBF on SBPSCH exists, the mobile station in MAC-Shared state shall enter the MAC-Idle State; the mobile station in MAC-DTM state shall enter the MAC-Dedicated state. If an on-going uplink TBF on SBPSCH exists, the mobile station shall remain in its current state, i.e. either MAC-Shared state or MAC-DTM state. The DRX mode procedures shall be applied, as specified in 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 5.4.1.8.

=================================next modification=====================================

8.6
PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

A PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message shall always be sent in the uplink block specified by the corresponding valid RRBP field of a downlink RLC/MAC control block (see subclause 10.4.5), and not in any other uplink block that may be allocated to the mobile station. However the transmission of the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message takes precedence over the transmission of allocated uplink radio blocks or the reception of PCCCH or assigned PDTCH radio blocks. If transmission of the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message would result in more than the maximum Tx timeslots per TDMA frame allowed by the multislot class, transmission of the highest numbered PDCH(s) shall be omitted.

=================================next modification=====================================

8.8
Network Assisted Cell Change procedures

8.8.1
Neighbour Cell System Information Distribution

A mobile station in packet transfer mode or in MAC-Shared state may receive neighbouring cell system information on PACCH. The neighbouring cell system information is contained in one or more instances of the PACKET NEIGHBOUR CELL DATA message and the mobile station is addressed by its TFI. If a PBCCH is allocated in the neighbouring cell, the instances of the message may contain the PSI1, a consistent set of PSI2 and the PSI14 messages. If no PBCCH is allocated in the neighbouring cell, the instances of the message may contain the SI3, SI13 and, if available, SI1 messages.

NOTE:
If the PACKET SI STATUS message (respectively PACKET PSI STATUS message) is not supported in the neighbouring cell, then SI13 and, if available, SI1 (respectively PSI14) messages allow the MS to acquire SI (respectively PSI) messages more quickly since they contain a description of the BCCH (respectively PBCCH).

A mobile station, which receives this information shall, independent of NC mode or CCN mode, store the last received set of the information for at least one cell. The received system information is valid for 30 s and can then be used for initial access when entering the designated neighbour cell.
All instances of the PACKET NEIGHBOUR CELL DATA message form a complete container for a certain neighbour cell. The container is addressed by a container identity (CONTAINER_ID) in each instance and optionally by the ARFCN for BCCH and the BSIC of the neighbour cell. The CONTAINER_ID shall then be included in the PACKET CELL CHANGE CONTINUE or the PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message together with the ARFCN and the BSIC. This is in order to map the cell identity to the container identity for which neighbour cell information was received in the PACKET NEIGHBOUR CELL DATA messages.

When the mobile station receives the PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER or the PACKET CELL CHANGE CONTINUE message the mobile station shall transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGMENT message in the specified uplink radio block (see subclause 10.4.5) if a valid RRBP field is received as part of the message ; the mobile station may then switch to a new cell. If the mobile station has collected all required instances of the PACKET NEIGHBOUR CELL DATA message for the new cell already when in the old cell, then it may perform access depending on whether the PACKET PSI STATUS (or PACKET SI STATUS if PBCCH is not supported in the new cell) procedures are supported by the network in the new cell (see below). The required instances of the Packet Neighbour Cell Data message include PSI1, a consistent set of PSI2 messages and PSI14 (if the new cell has a PBCCH allocated) or SI3, SI13 and, if available, SI1 messages (if the new cell does not have a PBCCH allocated).

If not all required instances of the PACKET NEIGHBOUR CELL DATA message have been received before the cell change, the MS shall first obtain the PBCCH description (if available) and the missing system information messages before making initial access in the new cell. However, it may switch to the new cell as soon as PSI1 has been received (if PBCCH is supported in the new cell) or SI13 has been received (if PBCCH is not supported in the new cell). 

Once all the required system information messages have been received, and if the new cell supports the PACKET PSI STATUS (respectively PACKET SI STATUS) procedures, the mobile station may perform access in the new cell and shall then use these procedures for acquisition of PSI (respectively SI) messages (see subclause 5.5.1.4.3). If the PACKET PSI STATUS (respectively PACKET SI STATUS) procedures are not supported by the network in the new cell, then the MS is still required to make at least one attempt to receive the complete set of PSI messages on PBCCH (respectively make at least one attempt to receive other SI messages that may be scheduled within one TC cycle on BCCH) prior to perform access in the new cell (see subclauses 5.5.1.2 and 5.5.1.3, 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 5.4.1.4 and 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 5.4.1.5).

=================================next modification=====================================

10.4.5
Relative Reserved Block Period (RRBP) field

The RRBP value specifies a single uplink block in which the mobile station shall transmit either a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message or a PACCH block to the network. If the RRBP field is received as part of an RLC/MAC block containing an RLC/MAC control block, the mobile station shall transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the uplink radio block specified, except if:

-
The received message is a Packet Paging Request, Packet Access Reject, or Packet Queueing Notification message, or

-
It is specified elsewhere that the mobile station shall not respond to the polling request.

If the RRBP field is received as part of an RLC/MAC block containing an RLC/MAC control block containing a Packet Paging Request, Packet Access Reject, or Packet Queueing Notification message, or it is specified elsewhere that the mobile station shall not respond to the polling request, the mobile station shall ignore this RRBP field. The mobile station shall only react on RLC/MAC control blocks containing a valid RRBP field if the mobile station is addressed either in the downlink RLC/MAC control block header or in the control message itself. If the control message is segmented into more than one downlink RLC/MAC control blocks the mobile station shall react only on RLC/MAC control blocks containing a valid RRBP field if the mobile station is addressed in the downlink RLC/MAC control block header. As being a low layer acknowledgement of the physical receipt of a RLC/MAC control block, the polling response doesn’t indicate whether the mobile act or not on the control message which results from the re-assembly process. However, as an implementation option, the mobile station may connect the transmission of the polling response to the result of the syntactical and semantic analysis of the control message itself.
If the mobile station receives two or more RLC/MAC blocks containing an RLC/MAC control message with different RRBP values such that they specify the same uplink block, the mobile station shall transmit one PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the specified uplink radio block.

If the RRBP field is received as part of a RLC/MAC block containing an RLC data block, the mobile station shall transmit a PACCH block in the specified uplink radio block. If the mobile station receives two or more RLC/MAC blocks containing an RLC data block with different RRBP values such they specify the same uplink radio block, the mobile station shall transmit one PACCH block in the specified uplink radio block.

If the mobile station receives an RLC data block and an RLC/MAC control block with different RRBP values such that they specify the same uplink radio block, the mobile station shall transmit an PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the specified uplink radio block.
If the mobile station in packet transfer mode shall suspend its operation for BCCH or PBCCH acquisition in the block specified by a valid RRBP field received as part of a RLC/MAC block, it shall not transmit any PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT nor PACCH block.
Note : 
As a consequence of the above paragraphs the reception status of the PACKET CONTROL ACK at the network side doesn’t reliably indicate whether a procedure completes with success or not.
In A/Gb mode, the mobile station shall always transmit the uplink radio block on the same timeslot as the block where the RRBP was received. In Iu mode, if an UPLINK_CONTROL_TIMESLOT is assigned to the mobile station, the mobile station shall transmit the uplink radio block on this UPLINK_CONTROL_TIMESLOT, otherwise, the mobile station shall transmit the uplink radio block on the same timeslot as the block where the RRBP was received. After receiving an RLC/MAC block containing a valid RRBP field the mobile station need not monitor the USF in the associated downlink RLC/MAC block appearing just before the uplink block it shall transmit.

A polled control message shall always be sent in the uplink block specified by the corresponding valid RRBP field of a downlink RLC/MAC control block, and not in any other uplink block that may be allocated to the mobile station.

The network should not use the RRBP field to schedule the transmission of a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message or an uplink PACCH block later than the second last block, B(x‑2) mod 12, before the first block, B(x), where the mobile station shall be ready to transmit and receive using a new assignment. A mobile station that is scheduled an uplink block later than that may omit responding to the polling request or may delay the access using the new assignment, in order to respond to the polling request.

The network should not use the RRBP field to schedule the transmission of PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT messages or uplink PACCH blocks, in such way, that a mobile station has more than three such uplink blocks pending for transmission at any instant. A mobile station, that is scheduled such uplink blocks more frequent than that, may omit responding to the excessive polling requests.

Table 10.4.5.1 indicates the number of TDMA frames the mobile station shall wait before transmitting the uplink RLC/MAC block. The delay is relative to the first TDMA frame (N) of the downlink block containing the RRBP value. For definition of TDMA frame numbering, see 3GPP TS 45.002.

Table 10.4.5.1: Relative Reserved Block Period (RRBP) field

bit
Full-rate PDCH
Half-rate PDCH

6 5
uplink block with TDMA frame number
uplink block with TDMA frame number

0 0
(N+13) mod 2715648
reserved

0 1
(N+17 or N+18) mod 2715648
(N+17 or N+18) mod 2715648

1 0
(N+21 or N+22) mod 2715648
reserved

1 1
(N+26) mod 2715648
(N+26) mod 2715648

If the mobile station is operating on a half-rate PDCH and it receives an RLC/MAC block with a reserved RRBP value, it shall regard the RRBP field as not valid and shall ignore the polling.

10.4.5.1
Special requirements in dual transfer mode

If the mobile station is in dual transfer mode and the mobile station has indicated in the classmark information sent to the network that the exclusive allocation is required in dual transfer mode, special requirements apply when the mobile station receives a valid RRBP field in a downlink RLC/MAC block:

-
The mobile station may disregard the actual value of a valid RRBP field. The mobile station shall respond to the polling request at the TDMA frame number specified by one of the allowed RRBP values, regardless of which value that was actually received.

-
If the mobile station receives more than one RLC/MAC block with a valid RRBP field, the mobile station shall respond to each one of the polling requests with a separate PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message or PACCH block to the network.

-
When the mobile station responds with a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message to a valid RRBP field, the mobile station shall use the RLC/MAC control block format. That is regardless of the CONTROL_ACK_TYPE parameter received in the broadcast information of the cell or the TYPE_OF_ACK parameter received in a PACKET POLLING REQUEST message.

If the mobile station is in dual transfer mode and the mobile station has indicated in the classmark information sent to the network that the exclusive allocation is not required in dual transfer mode, the normal requirements apply when the mobile station receives a valid RRBP field in a downlink RLC/MAC block.
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