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1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 thank CN4, RAN2 and RAN3 for their respective response LSs (N4-010919/GP-011489, R2-012200/G2-010247 and R3-012492/G2-010248, respectively) on external Network Assisted Cell Change (NACC).

At the GERAN2 #6bis meeting, the draft TR on external NACC was revised and updated. The section 6 of this draft TR describes a generic, easily scalable mechanism to exchange information between two RAN nodes via a set of interfaces. So far, the only application planned to use this mechanism is NACC. Other applications may use it in the future by defining new Container Units.

GERAN2 will now proceed with the stage 3 work for NACC in A/Gb mode, defining the new procedures in BSSGP (on the Gb interface, between the BSC and the SGSN). It is the understanding of GERAN2 that an extension of the GPRS Tunnelling Protocol (GTP) is needed to convey the contents of the new messages between SGSNs when source and destination BSCs are not parented by the same SGSN. GERAN2 would appreciate if CN4 could start the work for this extension. GERAN2 will provide more details on the actual coding of the messages on the Gb interface as soon as these are available, probably during GERAN2 #7 (collocated with CN4 in Cancún).

As for the applicability of NACC, GERAN2 agree with RAN2 that there is no benefit in introducing the procedures to assist with the cell reselection from GERAN to UTRAN. However, GERAN2 believe that using NACC when changing from UTRAN to GERAN (i.e. providing some system information of the target GERAN cell while in the UTRAN cell) will reduce the cell reselection time. Note that the System Information of the target GERAN cell is typically already available at the RNC. GERAN2 kindly request RAN2 to evaluate solutions to provide GERAN system information over the Uu interface.

So far, only a Work Item for the enhancement of the Gb interface has been created. With the definition of Iu mode, it shall be possible to perform the mentioned procedures on the Iu and Iur-g interfaces. GERAN2 would like to request RAN3 to start the work on the definition in the Iu interface of the new messages and procedures described in the draft TR attached. Again, GERAN2 will provide more details on the actual description of the procedures on the Gb interface as soon as these are available, probably during GERAN2 #7.
GERAN2 have also reviewed the attached CR to 3GPP TS 23.060, introducing the new procedures into this specification. GERAN2 would appreciate if these changes could be agreed by SA2.

GERAN2 would be happy to provide any assistance to other groups on their contribution to the work on external NACC.

2. Actions:

To CN4 group

To start the work on an extension of GTP for the conveyance of the RAN specific information between SGSNs.

To RAN2 group

To study the possible solutions to provide GERAN system information over the Uu interface to a UE in a UTRAN cell.

To RAN3 group

To start the work to define the RANAP procedures and messages defined in the draft TR.

To SA2 group

To approve the attached CR to 3GPP TS 23.060.

3. Date of next GERAN2 meetings:

26 – 30 Nov 2001
TSG GERAN + WGs #7
Cancún, Mexico

14 – 18 Jan 2002
GERAN2 #7bis
Tbd

4 – 8 Feb 2002
TSG GERAN + WGs #8
Tbd

4. Attachments:

G2-010431:
CR to 3GPP TS 23.060, “External Network Assisted Cell Change (NACC) in GERAN R5”

G2-010430:
Draft TR on external NACC, “3G TR xx.yyy: "External Network Assisted Cell Change (Release-5)".

