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9
Radio Link Control (RLC) procedures in packet transfer mode

9.1
Procedures and parameters for peer-to-peer operation

9.1.3
Acknowledge state array V(B)

9.1.3.1
Acknowledge state array V(B) for GPRS TBF Mode

In RLC acknowledged mode, each RLC endpoint transmitter shall have an associated acknowledge state array (V(B)). V(B) is an array of SNS elements indicating the acknowledgement status of WS previous RLC data blocks. The array is indexed relative to the acknowledge state variable V(A) modulo SNS. The values of V(B) shall be updated from the values received from its peer in the received block bitmap (RBB) of the Packet Ack/Nack message (see subclause 9.1.8)

The transmitter shall transmit the oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) indexed relative to V(A) has the value NACKED. As each RLC data block is transmitted the corresponding element in V(B) is set to the value PENDING_ACK.

If [ V(S) < V(A) + WS ] modulo SNS and no RLC data blocks have a corresponding element in V(B) with the value NACKED, the RLC data block with BSN = V(S) shall be transmitted and the corresponding element in V(B) shall be set to the value PENDING_ACK. If there are no further RLC data blocks available for transmission (i.e. the RLC data block with BSN= V(S) does not exist), the sending side shall transmit the oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK, then the next oldest block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK, etc. If all RLC data blocks whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK have been transmitted once, the process shall be repeated beginning with the oldest RLC data block.

If V(S) = V(A) + WS modulo SNS (i.e., the transmit window is stalled), the sending side shall transmit the oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK, then the next oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK, etc. If all RLC data blocks whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK has been transmitted once, the process shall be repeated beginning with the oldest RLC data block. This process of transmitting the oldest RLC data blocks whose value in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK shall continue, as long as equation [V(S)=V(A)+WS] modulo SNS holds.

When an element in V(B) falls outside of the active transmit window, i.e., [ V(A) £ BSN < V(S) ] modulo SNS, the element shall be set to the value INVALID.

If the mobile station is the transmitter, it shall start an instance of timer T3198 for each RLC data block sent. The timer T3198 shall be started at the end of the block period containing the RLC data block and have the expiry value set to BS_CV_MAX block periods.

9.1.3.2
Acknowledge State Array V(B) for EGPRS TBF Mode

In RLC acknowledged mode, each RLC endpoint transmitter shall have an associated acknowledge state array (V(B)). V(B) is an array of SNS elements indicating the acknowledgement status of WS previous RLC data blocks. The array is indexed relative to the acknowledge state variable V(A) modulo SNS. The values of V(B) shall be updated from the values received from its peer in the reported bitmap (RB) of the Packet Ack/Nack message (see subclause 9.1.8). If a compressed reported bitmap is received, decompression shall be first applied according to section 9.1.10. 

The transmitter shall transmit the oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) indexed relative to V(A) has the value NACKED. As each RLC data block is transmitted the corresponding element in V(B) is set to the value PENDING_ACK. If the RLC data block to be transmitted is split over two radio blocks, both radio blocks shall be transmitted. On initial transmission the RLC data blocks are sent with one of the initial code rates (the rate 1/3 encoded data is punctured with Puncturing Scheme (PS) 1 of the selected Modulation and Coding Scheme MCS) and if the RLC data block is required to be retransmitted it is sent with PS 2 of the selected MCS. On subsequent retransmissions the RLC data block is transmitted with PS in a cyclic process (refer to clause 9.3.2.1).

If [ V(S) < V(A) + WS ] modulo SNS and no RLC data blocks have a corresponding element in V(B) with the value NACKED, the RLC data block with BSN = V(S) shall be transmitted and the corresponding element in V(B) shall be set to the value PENDING_ACK. If the transmitter is the mobile station, the pre-emptive transmission bit is set to ‘1’in the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message and there are no further RLC data blocks available for transmission (i.e. the RLC data block with BSN= V(S) does not exist), the sending side shall transmit the oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK, then the next oldest block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK, etc. If all RLC data blocks whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK have been transmitted once, the process shall be repeated beginning with the oldest RLC data block.

If [V(S) = V(A) + WS] modulo SNS (i.e., the transmit window is stalled), the sending side shall transmit the oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK, then the next oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK, etc. If all RLC data blocks whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK has been transmitted once, the process shall be repeated beginning with the oldest RLC data block. This process of transmitting the oldest RLC data blocks whose value in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK shall continue as long as equation [V(S)=V(A)+WS]modulo SNS holds. If the transmitter is the mobile station and the pre-emptive transmission bit is set to ‘0’in the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message the transmitter shall not transmit the oldest RLC data block whose corresponding element in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK (and the next continuing indefinitely). When a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message is received the MS shall retransmit the RLC blocks which are set to NACKED in V(B) and new RLC data blocks as far as the transmit window (if advanced) allows. However if the RLC data block is the last in the TBF it shall be retransmitted even if its state is PENDING_ACK. The default for the mobile side is that the transmitter shall use pre-emptive transmission. If the transmitter is on the network side this process (pre-emptive transmission) of transmitting the oldest RLC data blocks whose value in V(B) has the value PENDING_ACK is optional.

When an element in V(B) falls outside of the active transmit window, i.e., [ V(A) £ BSN < V(S) ] modulo SNS, the element shall be set to the value INVALID.

If the mobile station is the transmitter, it shall start an instance of timer T3198 for each RLC data block sent. The timer T3198 shall be started at the end of the block period containing the RLC data block and have the expiry value set to BS_CV_MAX block periods.

------------------------------------Next Modified Section--------------------------------------

9.1.8
Starting sequence number (SSN) and received block bitmap (RBB)

9.1.8.1
Starting sequence number (SSN) and received block bitmap (RBB) in GPRS TBF

The Packet Ack/Nack message contains a starting sequence number (SSN) and a received block bitmap (RBB). The Packet Ack/Nack message is sent by the RLC receiver and is received by the RLC transmitter. The SSN and RBB are determined as defined in this subclause and transmitted in both RLC acknowledged and RLC unacknowledged mode. The SSN and RBRB may be ignored by the RLC transmitter in unacknowledged mode.

The RBB is defined as a binary valued array of  WS elements, where the index of each element takes value 0,1,2,…,WS-1  in the given order,  respectively. The BSN values specified in the RBB are interpreted by subtracting the bit position in the bitmap from the starting sequence number (SSN) modulo SNS.

A valid BSN value in the RBB is one that is in the range [ V(A) £ BSN < V(S) ] modulo SNS.

These inequalities shall be interpreted in the following way:

BSN is valid if, and only if, [ BSN - V(A) ] modulo SNS < [ V(S) - V(A) ] modulo SNS.

At the RLC transmitter:

-
For each bit in the RBB whose corresponding BSN value is within the transmit window, if the bit contains the value ‘1’, the corresponding element in V(B) indexed relative to SSN shall be set to the value ACKED. If the bit contains the value ‘0’, the element in V(B) shall be set to the value NACKED. A bit within the RBB whose corresponding BSN is not within the transmit window, shall be ignored. If the RLC transmitter is on the mobile station side, the bit contains the value ‘0’ and the instance of timer T3198 corresponding to BSN has not expired at the end of the block period containing this particular Packet Ack/Nack message or earlier (i.e., the RLC data block was recently (re)transmitted and thus can not be validly negatively acknowledged in this Packet Ack/Nack message), the element in V(B) shall not be modified.

At the RLC receiver:

-
The starting sequence number (SSN) is assigned the value of the receive state variable V(R). The received block bitmap (RBB) is assigned the WS elements whose indices, with incrementing order, correspond to elementsin the receive state array V(N) at the receiver whose indices, with decrementing order, range backwards from [ V(R) ‑ 1 ]   to [ V(R) ‑ WS ] (modulo SNS). For each bit in the bitmap, the bit is assigned the value ‘1’ if the corresponding element in V(N) indexed relative to SSN has the value RECEIVED. The bit is assigned the value ‘0’ if the element in V(N) has the value INVALID.

-
When polled within a downlink RLC data block, the mobile station shall acknowledge all the RLC data blocks that have been correctly received up to and including the radio block where the MS is polled.

-
As an implementation option, the MS may also acknowledge as many as possible of the RLC data blocks that are correctly received after the radio block where the MS is polled.

9.1.8.2
Starting sequence number (SSN) and received block bitmap (RBB) in EGPRS TBF

9.1.8.2.4
Interpretation of the bitmap

If a compressed reported bitmap is received, the bitmap shall first be decompressed according to Section 9.1.10. The uncompressed bitmap shall then be treated as follows:

Firstly, if the BOW bit in PACKET UPLINK/DOWNLINK ACK/NACK has the value “1”, then the bitmap acknowledges all blocks between V(A) and (SSN- 2)  (modulo SNS), and the corresponding elements in V(B) shall be set to the value ACKED. Also a bitmap value of ‘0’ is assumed at the bit position corresponding to (SSN-1) modulo SNS which corresponds to V(Q).

Then, for each bit in the uncompressed bitmap whose corresponding BSN value is within the transmit window, if the bit contains the value ‘1’, the corresponding element in V(B) indexed relative to SSN shall be set to the value ACKED. If the bit contains the value ‘0’, the element in V(B) shall be set to the value NACKED. A bit within the uncompressed bitmap whose corresponding BSN is not within the transmit window, shall be ignored. 

If the EOW bit in the PACKET UPLINK/DOWNLINK ACK/NACK has the value “1”,  then bitmap value ‘0’ shall be assumed for all RLC blocks with a BSN value higher than the last entry in the bitmap but less than V(S) (ie. [ V(R) - 1 < BSN < V(S)] modulo SNS). If the RLC transmitter is on the mobile station side, the bit contains the value ‘0’ and the instance of timer T3198 corresponding to BSN has not expired at the end of the block period containing this particular Packet Ack/Nack message or earlier (i.e., the RLC data block was recently (re)transmitted and thus can not be validly negatively acknowledged in this Packet Ack/Nack message), the element in V(B) shall not be modified. Similarly, if the RLC transmitter is on the network side and the RLC data block cannot be validly negatively ackonwledged in this particular Packet Ack/Nack message the element in V(B) shall not be modified.
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