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Current Status

It is clear that the GERAN Study Item on “Cellular System Support for Ultra Low Complexity and Low Throughput Internet of Things” has generated considerable interest and a high level of contribution to GERAN’s meetings.

Prior to this meeting, three physical meetings have been held (#63 in Ljubljana, #64 in San Francisco, G1/G2 adhoc in ETSI). Subsequent to this meeting three more physical meetings are scheduled before the SID’s planned approval of TR 45.820 in August 2015 at the end of GERAN #67. 

Prior to the tdoc deadline for GERAN#65, two concepts seem to be well advanced in their description in TR 45.820.

Anticipated future progress

Given the current progress and the meeting calendar, the rapporteur believes that it is reasonable to anticipate that the description and analysis of one or more concepts will be completed before the end of GERAN #67. 

The rapporteur also anticipates that one or more concepts will meet the objectives documented in the SID (and described in more detail in TR 45.820 v0.4.0). 

As a consequence, the rapporteur expects to want to move from the Study Item phase to normative specification work, e.g. by the agreement of a GERAN WID at GERAN #67.

GERAN Terms of Reference

When the SID was agreed (in GP-140421 at GERAN #62 in Valencia), there was discussion (related to GP-140328) as to whether any future normative work on a ‘clean slate’ solution was covered by GERAN’s ToR, however that debate was inconclusive.
While there may be arguments that can be advanced to say that the “clean slate” approach is covered by the existing GERAN ToR, for clarity to external bodies, it could be useful to update GERAN’s ToR if we are specifying a ‘clean slate’ approach. 
Given that one of the two well-advanced concepts in TR 45.820 is a ‘clean slate’ one, the rapporteur believes that there is a reasonable chance that some companies will wish to progress to normative work on that concept, and that they would want normative work to start immediately.

Changes to the Terms of Reference of TSGs should be approved by 3GPP’s PCG. PCG meets twice per year and their next meeting is on April 28th 2015.
In order that discussions on potential WIDs are not held up on procedural grounds, it is suggested that the GERAN chair is requested to discuss potential changes to the GERAN ToR at the April 2015 PCG meeting.
Note: 
While PCG is believed to have some processes for using electronic means to discuss and agree on topics, it is suggested that the April PCG meeting is used to prepare the ground for an “email approval of a change to GERAN’s ToR” in case a change of ToR is desired by the August GERAN#67 meeting.

GP-140328 (attached) suggested some text for the update of GERAN’s ToR. It is proposed that this week’s GERAN meeting review GP-140328 and produce a “draft-updated ToR” that would cover any potential future work on ‘clean slate’ approaches.
Work Flow during Potential Normative Phase

The rapporteur is keen that specification work forms part of 3GPP Release 13. 
With 3GPP Release 12 work finalising in the TSG RAN meeting being held parallel to this GERAN #65 meeting, it is likely that RAN Release 13 work will continue until at least March 2016.

Completion of GERAN Release 13 work in GERAN #69, before March 2016 would therefore be desirable.

To achieve this timescale, additional meetings after GERAN #67 should be anticipated in order to progress the normative specification work.

It is proposed that this GERAN #65 meeting discusses how many extra meetings are likely to be needed; their potential dates; and identifies potential meeting locations.

Proposals
a) GERAN #65 requests the GERAN chair to discuss with PCG the potential updates to GERAN’s ToR in case GERAN wishes to go ahead with normative work on a ‘clean slate’ radio access network.

Note: a slight alternative to this is that GERAN sends an LS to PCG.
b) GERAN #65 prepares a “draft ToR update” suitable for ‘clean slate’ specification work so that PCG can indicate its view on an actual text proposal. 
c) GERAN #65 discusses the meeting schedule and logistics for potential Release 13 normative work.
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