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1
Abstract
This contribution initiates a discussion on the eventual closure of one or more early 3GPP Releases, having first addressed the issue of certain Technical Specifications which have not been promoted to later Releases, but which are still current (and in some cases, actively maintained).
2
Definition of and justification for closure

3GPP TR 21.900 (TSG working procedures) states (§4.8)

A TSG may decide that a specification will no longer be maintained. That is, no further Change Requests should be considered. The specification remains available, but no further Change Requests should be produced, even corrective ones to align with the equivalent specification of a subsequent Release.

From time to time, it is useful to close old Releases to which equipment is no longer being designed or marketed, and to the specifications of which no network is likely still to be operating. Wiping the slate of these obsolete Releases avoids the case that a CR be uselessly rolled all way to the earliest versions of specifications, thus causing work for the author of the CR, the MCC implementor of the CR, and for companies around the world reviewing the CRs emanating from each plenary TSG round.

All GSM-only Releases have been closed for many years. The first UMTS (plus GSM) Release, R99, was closed at SA#40 in June 2008. It should be noted that, to avoid confusion, all specifications of a given Release are closed at once: 3GPP does not close some specs of a Release while leaving others open.
3
Candidate Release for closure

The criteria for closure given above are surely valid for at least Releases 4 and 5, and also arguably for Releases 6 and 7. However, there is an obstacle to such action, as described below.

4
Obstacles to closing the earliest, still open, Releases

A decision was taken during the development of the Release 4 Technical Specifications that, for 3rd Generation systems, the SIM functionality would be superseded by USIM functionality. This would prevent manufacturers and network operators having to build and stock separate SIM cards intended for GSM terminals and USIM cards intended for UMTS (and dual technology) terminals, and would reduce confusion in the market as to which card-based functionality was unique to 2G terminals, which to 3G terminals, and which was common to both.

Hence, from Release 5 onwards, no new SIM-only features were added to the system specifications, and development of the relevant TSs was effectively stopped at Release 4. However, those Release 4 specifications remained open to future maintenance.

Since these SIM specs were not promoted beyond Release 4, any specification in a later Release which referenced those specs had, from Release 5 onwards, to explicitly reference the Release 4 instance of those specs.
(In fact, some of the SIM-only specs were "accidentally" promoted to Release 5, but this does not alter the main argument and proposition of the present document.)

Some of the Release 4 specs in question are very stable, and have had no technical modification for years. These specs pose no obstacle to the closure of Release 4, since the specs for closed Releases remain available on the 3GPP file server, and their SDO transpositions continue to be available. But a few - notably the test specs - are still regularly subject to change. Those specifications obviously cannot be locked down into a closed Release, and here is the principle obstacle to closing Release 4.

5
The specs in question

It is now appropriate to list the SIM-only specs in question. The list below was compiled by the 3GPP Specifications Manager but has been ratified by working group CT6, under the responsibility of which all these specs lies.

The specs concerned are

· 42.017 "Subscriber Identity Module (SIM); Functional characteristics" (stopped at Rel-4)

· 42.019 "Subscriber Identity Module Application Programming Interface (SIM API); Stage 1" (stopped at Rel-5)

· 43.019 "Subscriber Identity Module Application Programming Interface (SIM API) for Java Card; Stage 2" (stopped at Rel-5) [31.130]
· 51.010-4 "Mobile Station (MS) conformance specification; Part 4: Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) application toolkit conformance test specification" (stopped at Rel-4) [31.124] *

· 51.011 "Specification of the Subscriber Identity Module - Mobile Equipment (SIM-ME) interface" (stopped at Rel-4) [31.101]
· 51.013 "Test specification for Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) Application Programming Interface (API) for Java Card" (stopped at Rel-5)

· 51.014 "Specification of the SIM Application Toolkit for the Subscriber Identity Module - Mobile Equipment (SIM - ME) interface" (stopped at Rel-4) *

· 51.017 "Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) test specification" (stopped at Rel-4)
The "stopped at" Release indicates the Release beyond which the spec was not promoted. Those marked by askterisks are still being actively maintained, and have had CRs approved in the relatively recent past (most recent in 2013). Some of the specs have been superseded by new specs covering both SIM and USIM, and the identity of such specs is given in square brackets after each. (Paradoxically, 51.010-4 is still being actively maintained, even though it has an identified successor in TS 31.124.)
WG CT6 has conducted an investigation into which other specs have references to those listed above. Ideally, many such references would be replaced by references to "dual purpose" specs covering both SIM and USIM.
6
Proposed action
6.1
Raise the active TSs to all higher Releases

In a manner similar to that used in RAN5 for its lengthy test specs, and also for the TSG working procedures (21.900) and the drafting rules (21.801), it is proposed that the spec or specs which are still being actively maintained (CT6 may decide this only applies to 51.010-4) be promoted to each higher Release via a chain of CRs (for convenience all presented to and approved at a single TSG CT meeting). Each lower-Release spec would be emptied of its technical content, for which would be substituted a pointer to the next higher Release. In the case of Release 12, the technical content would remain (as currently found in the Rel-4 instance). 

Of course, when the Release 13 version is created (either by CR or at the freeze date for Rel-13), a CR will be raised to the Release 12 instance to remove its technical content and to replace it with a pointer to the Rel-13 instance.
The specs which are stable, and which are very unlikely ever to be modified again, will stay at Release 4 (or 5). If, however, it one day became necessary to modify one of those specs, they could be promoted in a similar way to that described above and the change wrought only to the latest Release.
The TSGs are invited to agree to this proposal.
6.1
Close early Releases
Given that at some point in the not too distant future, the action of §6.1 has been successfully accomplished, the TSGs will be asked to close one or more of the early Releases. The TSGs are asked to consider as of now which Releases can be closed:

· Release 4

· Release 5

· Release 6

· Release 7

It is not proposed that Release 8 onwards be yet candidates for closure. The chosen Releases could be closed with effect from SA#65 (September 2014).

The TSGs are invited to agree to this proposal.
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