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Network Improvement for Pairing Legacy DARP Phase I Mobiles in VAMOS Operation
1. Introduction

It has been reported that a variety of DARP Phase I mobiles are not, in contradiction to what was expected, capable of being VAMOS allocated in the downlink. These mobiles might drop the ongoing call when sub-channel power imbalance ratio (SCPIR) is close to 0dB [1-3]. 

In GERAN #50 meeting, GERAN has agreed that time synchronisation is the root cause of the call drop and decided to introduce extra time synchronisation testing case for VAMOS I MS.

2. Issues

Introduction of an extra time synchronisation testing case for VAMOS I MS has not resolved the call drop issue for DARP phase I MS. Without DARP phase I MS in VAMOS operation, the penetration of mobiles which can be operated in VAMOS operation mode would be zero at moment and the system capacity gain of VAMOS feature in the future will be compromised because VAMOS system capacity gain is based on that DARP phase I MS which are paired in the VAMOS operation and very high penetration mobiles are available for the Networks.
It has taken several years for DARP phase I MS to reach 50% penetration in deployed networks and it would take another several years for VAMOS I capable MS to reach 50% penetration. If the DARP phase I mobiles are not paired in VAMOS operation and VAMOS feature only uses a VAMOS I capable MS, the introduction of VAMOS feature would be delayed due to the low penetration of VAMOS I capable MS in deployed networks.
This contribution is trying to start the discussion how to resolve above issues.

3. Current Requirements for DARP Phase I MS

Following Tables give the C/I1 ration at reference performance for DARP Phase I MS [4]:

Table 2o: C/I1 ratio at reference performance for DARP
	GSM 900 and GSM 850

	Propagation condition
	TU50 no FH

	 Type of channel
	DARP Test Scenario

	
	
	DTS-1(note 1)
	DTS-2
	DTS-3
	DTS-4
	DTS-5

	FACCH/F
	(dB)
	3
	[8
	9
	-
	-

	SDCCH
	(dB)
	4
	9,5
	10
	-
	-

	TCH/FS
	(dB)
	4,5
	9,5
	10
	6,5
	9,5

	
	Class Ib
	0,10
	0,10
	0,10
	0,10
	0,10

	
	Class II
	4,60
	4,40
	4,30
	5,02
	4,60

	TCH/AFS12.2
	(dB)
	5
	10
	10
	6,5
	10

	
	Class Ib
	0,60
	0,60
	0,50
	0,80
	0,70

	TCH/AFS10.2
	(dB)
	3,5
	8,5
	9
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,15
	0,15
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS7.95
	(dB)
	1,5
	6,5
	7,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,35
	0,28
	0,28
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS7.4
	(dB)
	1,5
	6,5
	7,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,15
	0,15
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS6.7
	(dB)
	0
	5,5
	7
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,50
	0,39
	0,37
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS5.9
	(dB)
	0
	5,5
	6,5
	1
	5,5

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,20
	0,15
	0,16
	0,20

	TCH/AFS5.15
	(dB)
	-1
	5
	5,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,21
	0,20
	0,25
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS4.75
	(dB)
	-1,5
	4,5
	5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,15
	0,15
	0,15
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS7.95
	(dB)
	9
	14
	14,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,35
	0,30
	0,35
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	1,80
	1,60
	1,43
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS7.4
	(dB)
	8,5
	12,5
	13,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,25
	0,20
	0,20
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	2,20
	1,90
	1,80
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS6.7
	(dB)
	7
	11,5
	12
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,25
	0,30
	0,25
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	2,90
	2,80
	2,50
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS5.9
	(dB)
	6
	10,5
	11,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,15
	0,15
	0,15
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	3,70
	3,50
	3,50
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS5.15
	(dB)
	4,5
	9
	10
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,25
	0,30
	0,30
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	4,90
	4,50
	4,80
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS4.75
	(dB)
	3
	7,5
	8,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,25
	0,20
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	6,50
	5,80
	5,50
	-
	-

	PDTCH CS-1
	(dB)
	3
	8
	8,5
	-
	-

	PDTCH CS-2
	(dB)
	6
	10,5
	11
	-
	-

	PDTCH CS-3
	(dB)
	8,5
	13
	13,5
	-
	-

	PDTCH CS-4
	(dB)
	19,5
	22
	22,5
	-
	-

	PDTCH MCS-1
	(dB)
	3,5
	9,5
	10,5
	-
	-

	PDTCH MCS-2
	(dB)
	5,5
	11
	12
	-
	-

	PDTCH MCS-3
	(dB)
	11
	15
	15,5
	-
	-

	PDTCH MCS-4
	(dB)
	18
	20
	21
	-
	-

	(Continued)


Table 2o (continued): C/I1 ratio at reference performance for DARP

	DCS 1 800 & PCS 1900

	Propagation condition
	TU50 no FH

	Type of channel
	DARP Test Scenario

	
	
	DTS-1(note 1)
	DTS-2
	DTS-3
	DTS-4
	DTS-5

	FACCH/F
	(dB)
	3
	7,5
	8
	-
	-

	SDCCH
	(dB)
	4
	8,5
	9,5
	-
	-

	TCH/FS
	(dB)
	3,5
	9
	9
	6
	[9

	
	Class Ib
	0,10
	0,10
	0,10
	0,10
	0,10

	
	Class II
	5,30
	5,70
	5,40
	6,09
	5,80

	TCH/AFS12.2
	(dB)
	4
	9
	10
	6
	9

	
	Class Ib
	0,87
	0,89
	0,80
	0,95
	1,10

	TCH/AFS10.2
	(dB)
	3
	7,5
	8,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,20
	0,20
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS7.95
	(dB)
	0,5
	5,5
	6,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,36
	0,43
	0,40
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS7.4
	(dB)
	0,5
	5,5
	6,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,20
	0,20
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS6.7
	(dB)
	-0,5
	4,5
	5,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,70
	0,60
	0,56
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS5.9
	(dB)
	-1
	4,5
	5
	0
	4

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,30
	0,16
	0,21
	0,22

	TCH/AFS5.15
	(dB)
	-1,5
	3,5
	4,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,25
	0,30
	0,25
	-
	-

	TCH/AFS4.75
	(dB)
	-2
	3
	4
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,15
	0,20
	0,20
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS7.95
	(dB)
	10
	14
	15
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,35
	0,40
	0,30
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	1,70
	1,80
	1,50
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS7.4
	(dB)
	9
	13
	14
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,20
	0,20
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	2,10
	1,90
	1,90
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS6.7
	(dB)
	7,5
	11,5
	12,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,25
	0,25
	0,25
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	3,20
	2,80
	2,50
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS5.9
	(dB)
	6
	10,5
	11,5
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,15
	0,20
	0,20
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	3,80
	3,40
	3,30
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS5.15
	(dB)
	5
	9
	10
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,31
	0,30
	0,30
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	5,00
	4,70
	4,40
	-
	-

	TCH/AHS4.75
	(dB)
	3,5
	8
	9
	-
	-

	
	Class Ib
	0,20
	0,25
	0,20
	-
	-

	
	Class II
	6,70
	5,90
	5,46
	-
	-

	PDTCH CS-1
	(dB)
	2,5
	7
	8
	-
	-

	PDTCH CS-2
	(dB)
	6
	10,5
	11
	-
	-

	PDTCH CS-3
	(dB)
	9
	12,5
	13
	-
	-

	PDTCH CS-4
	(dB)
	22
	23,5
	24
	-
	-

	PDTCH MCS-1
	(dB)
	3,5
	9
	10
	-
	-

	PDTCH MCS-2
	(dB)
	6,5
	11
	11,5
	-
	-

	PDTCH MCS-3
	(dB)
	11,5
	15
	15,5
	-
	-

	PDTCH MCS-4
	(dB)
	19,5
	22
	22,5
	-
	-

	NOTE 1:
DARP Test Scenario 1 (DTS-1) is similar to testing of co-channel interference for non-DARP receivers with essentially at least as stringent requirements under TU50noFH propagation conditions. Thus the non-DARP test under this propagation condition need not be tested for MS indicating support for Downlink Advanced Receiver Performance – phase I (see 3GPP TS 24.008).


From above C/I1 requirements, it can be seen that there are no requirements for carrier vs. co-channel interference is less or equal 0dB for TCH/FS, FACCH/F and SDCCH. In Table 2o, there are only four requirements with small negative values for speech class Ib bits in DTS-1.
These requirements give the justification for DARP phase I MS to operate in the positive C/I range.
4. Current power control requirements

BBS power control

The range over which the BSS shall be capable of reducing its RF output power from its maximum level shall be nominally 30 dB, in 15 steps of nominally 2 dB [5].
MS power control
The output power actually transmitted by the MS at each of the power control levels shall form a monotonic sequence, and the interval between power steps shall be 2 dB except for the step between power control levels 30 and 31 where the interval is 1 dB [5]. 
These power control requirements give the justification for DARP Phase I MS to operate in the greater than or equal to 2dB range for the SCPIR values.
5. Proposals 
GERAN should give an exception for DARP phase I MS for the current Sub-channel power imbalance ratio (SCPIR) range (e.g. a note). In other word, Network shall make sure that DARP phase I MS shall always work in positive SCPIR in VAMOS operation to avoid call drops.

An example of Network improvement is given as follows:

Networks shall make sure that DARP phase I MS operate in positive C/I. Networks can deploy the current VAMOS paring strategy to choose a VAMOS-I MS and a DARP phase I MS, and then put the VAMOS-I MS in the weak sub-channel with given Sub-channel power imbalance ratio (SCPIR) is greater than 2dB with consideration of power control step at 2dB.  
Networks shall prevent the SCPIR to reach to 0dB for DARP Phase I MS due to mobility etc. When SCPIR reaches to 2dB for DARP Phase I MS, Networks shall prepare to unpaired the DARP phase I MS.
If the SCPIR already reached to 2dB and uplink voice/data quality e.g. voice Frame Erasure Rate (FER) is bad for DARP Phase I MS, Networks shall unpair the DARP Phase I MS by either pairing it with another VAMOS I MS with better/greater SCPIR value or making the DARP Phase I MS leave the VAMOS operation.  
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