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Mr. Mark Wood
ITU-T SG2

mark.wood@engineer.com
Re: Response to Draft ITU-T Recommendation on Requirements for Land Mobile Alerting Broadcast Capabilities for Civic Purposes

Dear Mr. Wood,

GSMANA is the North American Interest Group within the GSM Association. GSMANA’s primary mission is to meet, identify and resolve issues related to the successful establishment and operation of the “GSM Family of Standards" in North America, including GSM, GPRS, EDGE, and 3GSM. It also serves as a forum for the evaluation of technical problems and solutions related to interoperability issues.

One issue of importance to our members is the effective development and provisioning of Commercial Mobile Alert Service (CMAS) in North America, and GSMANA has a Wireless Emergency Alerts Task Force chaired by Brian Daly of ATT dealing with this issue. 

GSMANA would like to express support for concerns raised in recent and past liaisons to ITU-T Study Group 2 by such organizations as 3GPP, ATIS WTSC, TIA and others that the ongoing proposal from ITU-T that ITU-T administers the allocation of identifiers for emergency alerting for civic purposes will only result in confusion and inconsistency across the global industry. We believe it has been made clear to you that 3GPP already has a well-defined registration mechanism for broadcast message identifiers, which was inherited from GSM into the first 3GPP release in 1999. In addition to use by 3GPP, the 3GPP registration mechanism has also been used by GSMA for individual PLMN service use, as well as by ATIS WTSC/TIA TR45/TR45.8 for the Commercial Mobile Alerting System and by ARIB/TTC for their Earthquake and Tsunami Warning System (ETWS). This mechanism also allows allocation of additional identifiers and categories for any use, including identifiers for emergency alerting and for civic purposes, as required by ITU-T Study Group 2.

Therefore, GSMANA kindly requests ITU-T SG2 to make use of the existing 3GPP registration mechanism for message identifiers.

Regards,
Abdul Saad

Chair, GSMANA
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