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--------------------------------------------- First Change ---------------------------------------

3.1.5.2.2
Handover Resource Allocation Failure

The following failure conditions of this procedure may occur:

The BSS may not be able to use the terrestrial resource (that is, a terrestrial circuit or an IP endpoint for the user plane interface) that the MSC has indicated in which case a HANDOVER FAILURE message will be returned with the Cause value set to: "requested terrestrial resource unavailable".

The BSS may not be able to support the requested ciphering algorithm and in this case a HANDOVER FAILURE message shall be returned to the MSC with the Cause value "Ciphering algorithm not supported".

If the requested channel type or resource (e.g. channel rate, speech version, Codec Type, Codec Configuration, Interface Type, etc.) indicated in the HANDOVER REQUEST message is temporarily not available (e.g. due to overload) or not supported in the BSS, then a HANDOVER FAILURE message shall be returned to the MSC. The appropriate failure cause will be included in the message (Cause value: "requested transcoding/rate adaptation unavailable" or "requested speech version unavailable" or "Requested Codec Type or Codec Configuration unavailable" or "Requested Codec  Type or Codec Configuration not supported" or "Requested A-Interface Type unavailable" or "Requested A-Interface Type not supported").

If the MSC requested an IP-bearer for the A-Interface by providing the AoIP Transport Layer Address and not providing a Circuit Identity Code, but the BSS is not able to use an IP-bearer, then the BSS shall not allocate a Circuit Identity Code on its own, even if the Codec List (MSC Preferred) included a Codec Type with the PT bit set to "1", but shall return a HANDOVER FAILURE message to the MSC with the Cause value "Requested A-Interface Type unavailable".

If, on reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST by the BSS, the circuit pool implied by the CIC information element is incompatible with the channel type indicated (that is, the pool does not support any of the radio resources indicated by the channel type) a HANDOVER FAILURE shall be returned to the MSC with the failure cause set to "circuit pool mismatch".

If, on reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST by the BSS, the circuit pool implied by the CIC is compatible with the channel type indicated (that is, the pool supports at least one of the radio resource types indicated by the channel type), but the BSS still wishes to change the circuit pool, it sends a HANDOVER FAILURE with the cause "switch circuit pool" and the "circuit pool list" information element.

The "circuit pool" information element, when present in the HANDOVER FAILURE, indicates to the MSC which circuit pool the CIC indicated in the HANDOVER REQUEST belongs to. This can be used by the MSC to correct its tables (CIC/circuit pool). The "circuit pool list" information element, when present in the HANDOVER FAILURE, is used when the BSS wishes to indicate to the MSC its preferred circuit pools. The circuit pools in the "circuit pool list" information element shall be given in order of preference. In the case of a HANDOVER FAILURE with the cause "circuit pool mismatch", the MSC may decide to block the circuit and to send an O & M notification.

Other possible cause values which may be returned with the HANDOVER FAILURE message are: "equipment failure", "no radio resource available", "O&M intervention".

The MSC may not be able to use the terrestrial resource that the BSS has indicated. In this case, the procedure is nevertheless considered terminated successfully, and it is up to the MSC to correct the situation, e.g. by a circuit re‑selection procedure.

If a DTM Handover is ongoing and the allocation of the packet resources fails (i.e. the PS Handover Request procedure (see 3GPP TS 48.018) fails at the new BSS), then the new BSS shall send a PS-HANDOVER-REQUEST-NACK PDU with cause "DTM Handover - PS Allocation failure" to the SGSN (see 3GPP TS 48.018) and either terminate the Handover Resource Allocation procedure and send a HANDOVER FAILURE message with cause "DTM Handover - PS Allocation failure" to the MSC, or proceed with the Handover Resource Allocation procedure allocating only a dedicated resource (see sub-clause 3.1.5.2.3). 

If a DTM Handover is ongoing, then a failure in the allocation of the dedicated resource for any of the reasons described above shall implicitly cause the allocation of PS resources as part of the corresponding PS Handover Request procedure to fail in the new BSS (see 3GPP TS 48.018). In this case the new BSS shall terminate the Handover Resource Allocation procedure by sending a HANDOVER FAILURE message (with appropriate cause e.g. "No radio resource available") to the MSC and a PS-HANDOVER-REQUEST-NACK PDU with cause "DTM Handover - No CS Resource" to the SGSN (see 3GPP TS 48.018).

The New BSS to Old BSS information information element is used to pass Field Elements from the new BSS to the old BSS. The information in the New BSS to Old BSS information information element is transparent for the MSC. When the New BSS to Old BSS information information element is present in the HANDOVER FAILURE message, the MSC may pass it to the old BSS in the HANDOVER REQUIRED REJECT message.

The new BSS may provide information about the traffic load of the target cell by including the Downlink Cell Load Information and/or the Uplink Cell Load Information field elements in the New BSS to Old BSS information information element. This information shall represent the current traffic load in the cell. The old BSS may use the information to update the information about the load on the new cell, which may be used in the initiation of future cell load based handover procedures.

NOTE:
The new BSS may reject the attempt of a cell load based handover procedure if the load in the target cell after a successful completion of the handover procedure would be higher than in the old cell.

The generation of the HANDOVER FAILURE message terminates the procedure and allows all references in the new BSS to be released.

Further actions in the MSC concerning handover depend upon the handover algorithm which is operator dependent. If an unrecognised Handover Failure cause value is received, the Class of the cause value should be used to determine the MSC's action.
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