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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG GERAN thanks for the liaison statement on the subject of “Information on Standardization Needs for GSM-R / GSM-RE (Extension)”. TSG GERAN would like to stress that any work in TSG GERAN is contribution driven. Therefore TSG GERAN welcomes the parties interested in additional standardisation work for GSM for Railways to participate in the proposed standardization. 
On the specific issues raised in the liaison statement TSG GERAN has the following comments and questions.
The frequency band suggested as extension band for the GSM-R band (GSM-RE) is a part of the frequency band already specified as T-GSM 900 Band

T-GSM 900 Band;

-
for T-GSM 900 band, the system is required to operate in the following frequency band:

-
870.4 MHz to 876 MHz: mobile transmit, base receive;

-
915.4 MHz to 921 MHz: base transmit, mobile receive.

As this was specified in cooperation with ETSI TC TETRA, 3GPP TSG GERAN would like to know if the band or parts of it should be specified for both of the applications TETRA and Railway GSM or if the T-GSM 900 Band can be removed from specifications. If the intention is to withdraw the specification of the T-GSM 900 band, then 3GPP TSG GERAN would like ETSI TETRA to confirm that the specification is no longer needed inside or outside of Europe.

On the issue of the claimed problem of interference to Railway GSM, TSG GERAN would like to receive documentation of the claimed problems, as so far TSG GERAN have not received evidence a problem exists. TSG GERAN would like to remark that GSM is designed for uncoordinated deployment in a frequency band by more than one operator. Thus problems of co-existence of networks in the GSM Extension band and those in the Railway GSM band should be no different to those between neighbouring GSM networks in the Extended GSM900 band. On this background TSG GERAN is very interested in any documentation of the claimed problem.
2. Actions:

ETSI TC TETRA is asked to confirm if the specification for T_GSM 900 still is needed inside or outside of Europe..
ETSI TC MSG and other involved parties are invited to forward documentation of the claimed problem of interference to Railway GSM.
3. Date of Next TSG GERAN Meetings:

TSG GERAN Meeting #41
16 – 20 February 2009

Malta
TSG GERAN Meeting #42
11 – 15 May 2009

Shenzhen
