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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN thanks ETSI TC RT for its liaison on replacement of in-band tones within Group Calls.  
TSG GERAN understands that the intention of the proposal is to remove some group call-specific signalling from the audio signal and to use instead control-plane signalling to inform the terminal of certain conditions, and TSG GERAN recognizes that there may be benefits to the user from such an approach, since terminals would be able to use non-audio methods to indicate such conditions to the user.

TSG GERAN notes that such work could be quite complex, and would very likely involve other 3GPP groups, for example, TSG CT WG1, which is responsible for the Voice Group Call Service (VGCS) Stage 2 specifications.  If requirements were to be determined by 3GPP, then TSG SA WG1 would be also involved.

Currently TSG GERAN has no ongoing work which would permit this feature, however, TSG GERAN will keep in mind this request from ETSI TC RT for future work.  TSG GERAN has not investigated this proposal in detail, but currently sees no reason why such work could not be carried out in the future (subject to the normal 3GPP requirements for the opening of a work item), provided that the requirements are clearly identified.
2. Actions:

To ETSI TC RT


ACTION: 
GERAN kindly asks TC RT to note the response above and to keep GERAN informed of any future developments regarding this proposal.
3. Date of Next GERAN Meetings:

GERAN#39

25th – 29th August 2008

Florence, Italy
GERAN#40

17th – 21st November 2008
tbd
