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1. Introduction
Within the four work items indicated above there are activities with the objective to relax specified spectrum emission masks. There is, however, no clear indication which versions of specifications are meant to be relaxed. As a matter of principle, Specifications agreed in 3GPP do not necessarily reflect e.g. the radio requirements which are valid for regulation. The purpose of this paper is to show the regulatory situation in Europe which implies that certain latest versions of relevant 3GPP specifications do not comply with European legislation. In other world regions similar rules may apply.
2. Discussion
According to European legislation radio equipment to be placed on the market must conform to the so-called R&TTE Directive. Manufacturers or other bodies placing equipment on the European market need to issue a so-called Declaration of Conformity quoting all relevant so-called Harmonised Standards according to which the product conforms with the so-called Essential Requirements. Another way to prove conformity with the Essential Requirements is to have the equipment tested at accredited test houses, who may take for their tests also Harmonised Standards as the basis.
Harmonised Standards relevant for 3GPP specified equipment are mostly documents which quote or reference ETSI Technical Specifications the technical content of which is identical to the technical content of 3GPP Technical Specifications. However, the references to ETSI/3GPP specifications are so-called “dated” references, i.e. there is no automatism that the technical parameters in a new version of an ETSI/3GPP specification become the new technical basis for regulation in Europe.
Dated reference means that the referenced Technical Specification is identified also by a certain version number. The technical parameters of that version remain valid for regulation until the Harmonised Standard is updated in referencing a new version of the Technical Specification.
At the time of writing this paper the latest Harmonised Standard ETSI EN 301 502 (Harmonized EN for Global System for Mobile communications (GSM); Base Station and Repeater equipment covering essential requirements under article 3.2 of the R&TTE directive) is of Version 8.1.2. (2001-07). For the “Conformance requirements and essential tests for base station equipment” it still references 3GPP TS 11.21 version 8.5.0 Release 1999. However, the latest 3GPP version according to the 3GPP website is 8.10.0, and the present activities to relax the spectrum emission requirements aim assumingly at a further version.
The link to the appropriate internet site of the valid Harmonised Standards according to the R&TTE directive is: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newapproach/standardization/harmstds/reflist/radiotte.html .
3. Conclusions
In conclusion one can state that there is no point in creating new 3GPP Technical Specifications with regulatory relevant technical parameters as long as there is no intention to introduce them to regulatory standards. Parties interested in the European market should therefore initiate the modification of the ETSI EN 301 502 to a new version. In that process it will become clear whether the European regulators are willing to accept the intended relaxations. Of course, that applies correspondingly to any other relevant Harmonised Standard.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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