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6.5
Downlink signalling failure

The downlink signalling failure criterion is based on the downlink signalling failure counter DSC. When the MS camps on a cell, DSC shall be initialized to a value equal to the nearest integer to 90/N where N is the BS_PA_MFRMS parameter for that cell (see 3GPP TS 45.002). Thereafter, whenever the MS attempts to decode a message in its paging subchannel; if a message is successfully decoded (BFI = 0) DSC is increased by 1, however never beyond the initial value, otherwise DSC is decreased by 4. When DSC ( 0, a downlink signalling failure shall be declared.

An MS in packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state shall follow the same procedure. The counter DSC shall be initialized each time the MS enters packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state, respectively. In case DRX period split is supported, DSC shall be initialized to a value equal to the nearest integer to max(10, 90* NDRX), where NDRX is the average number of monitored blocks per multiframe in DRX mode according to its paging group (see 3GPP TS 45.002). In non-DRX mode, the MS shall only increment/decrement DSC for one block per DRX period according to its paging group. The exact position of these blocks is not essential, only the average rate. 

NOTE:
The network sends the paging subchannel for a given MS every BS_PA_MFRMS multiframes or, in case DRX period split is supported, every 1/NDRX multiframes. The requirement for network transmission on the paging subchannel is specified in 3GPP TS 44.018 or 3GPP TS 44.060, 3GPP TS 44.118 or 3GPP TS 44.160. The MS is required to attempt to decode a message every time its paging subchannel is sent.

A downlink signalling failure shall result in cell reselection.

6.6.1
Monitoring of received signal level and BCCH data

Whilst in idle mode an MS shall continue to monitor all BCCH carriers as indicated by the BCCH allocation (BA ‑ See table 1). A running average of received signal level (RLA_C) in the preceding 5 to:

Max {5 , ((5 * N + 6) DIV 7) * BS_PA_MFRMS / 4}

seconds shall be maintained for each carrier in the BCCH allocation. N is the number of non‑serving cell BCCH carriers in BA and the parameter BS_PA_MFRMS is defined in 3GPP TS 45.002.

The same number of measurement samples shall be taken for all non‑serving cell BCCH carriers of the BA list, and the samples allocated to each carrier shall as far as possible be uniformly distributed over each evaluation period. At least 5 received signal level measurement samples are required per RLA_C value. New sets of RLA_C values shall be calculated as often as possible.

For the serving cell, received signal level measurement samples shall be taken at least for each paging block of the MS. The RLA_C shall be a running average determined using samples collected over a period of 5 s to Max {5s, five consecutive paging blocks of that MS}. The samples shall as far as possible be uniformly distributed over each evaluation period. At least 5 received signal level measurement samples are required per RLA_C value. New RLA_C values shall be calculated as often as possible.

The list of the 6 strongest non‑serving carriers shall be updated at least as often as the duration of the running average defined for measurements on the BCCH allocation and may be updated more frequently.

In order to minimize power consumption, MS that employ DRX (i.e. power down when paging blocks are not due) should monitor the received signal levels of non‑serving cell BCCH carriers during the frames of the paging block that they are required to listen to. The MS shall include the BCCH carrier of the current serving cell (i.e. the cell the MS is camped on) in this measurement routine. Received signal level measurement samples can thus be taken on several non‑serving cell BCCH carriers and on the serving carrier during each paging block.

The MS shall attempt to decode the full BCCH data of the serving cell at least every 30 seconds or at least as often as possible in the case that system information scheduling period exceeds 30 seconds.
If SI13 is broadcast, the MS supporting change mark in SI13 (See 3GPP TS 44.018) is only required to confirm system information on the BCCH of the serving cell if indicated by change mark in SI13.

The MS shall attempt to decode the BCCH data block that contains the parameters affecting cell reselection for each of the 6 strongest non‑serving cell BCCH carriers at least every 5 minutes, if the parameters affecting cell reselection have not been provided by the network in the serving cell.

When the MS recognizes that a new BCCH carrier has become one of the 6 strongest, the BCCH data shall be decoded for the new carrier within 30 seconds, if the information is not already available.

If the network indicates that it supports the SI2n message in the serving cell, the MS in packet transfer mode or broadcast/multicast receive mode shall not interrupt data transfer by attempting to autonomously decode the BCCH data block that contains the parameters affecting cell reselection, from non-serving cells. However, if relevant reselection parameters are not received from the serving cell within 30 seconds after reselecting a new cell, the MS shall revert to autonomous decoding of parameters from non-serving cells.

The MS shall attempt to check the BSIC for each of the 6 strongest non‑serving cell BCCH carriers at least every 30 seconds, to confirm that it is monitoring the same cell. If a change of BSIC is detected then the carrier shall be treated as a new carrier and the BCCH data re-determined.

In addition, an MS supporting SoLSA with SoLSA subscription shall attempt to decode BSIC and the BCCH data blocks that contain the parameters affecting SoLSA cell reselection for the 6 strongest carriers, which are included both in the BCCH allocation and in the BA_PREF as received in the latest CHANNEL RELEASE message (see 3GPP TS 44.018). At least one carrier shall be searched every 5 minutes, one after another. In the case the MS has been able to decode the BCCH data blocks, the rules described in subclause 6.6.3 shall be followed.

When requested by the user, the MS shall determine which PLMNs are available (Manual Mode) or available and allowable (Automatic Mode) (see 3GPP TS 43.022) within 10 seconds (for GSM 450), 10 seconds (for GSM 480), 15 seconds (for GSM 700), 15 seconds (for GSM 850 and GSM 900) or 20 seconds (for DCS 1 800 and PCS 1 900). A multi band MS shall perform the same procedures in all bands of operation within the sum of time constraints in the respective band of operation.

In both cases, this monitoring shall be done so as to minimize interruptions to the monitoring of the PCH.

The maximum time allowed for synchronization to a BCCH carrier is 0,5 s, and the maximum time allowed to read the BCCH data, when being synchronized to a BCCH carrier, is 1,9 s or equal to the scheduling period for the BCCH data, whichever is greater (see 3GPP TS 45.002).
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